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EDITORIAL 


There is no doubt that a sense of humour, especially a sense of the ridiculous, is a 
great asset in any stressful job. Teaching does not rate among the most stressful 
jobs in the world. However, there are extra-stressful periods, usually during and 
after exam times and at the end of a term, when tempers can be volatile and all 
teachers have the feeling that they must stay on that barrel which is gaining 
momentum as it rolls inexorably downhill. They usually do keep their balance 
because of humour - their own or someone else's. 


Laughter is one of the cheapest forms of healing. The headmaster, who always has a 
twinkle in his eye and a joke up his sleeve, relates how humour sped up the — 
process for all in his recovery ward after his heart operation. 


We are blessed at Falcon with a number of witty and humour-loving teachers, led by 
the headmaster himself, who entertain us all by pinning up jokes and funny stories 
on the notice-board, taking individuals aside to show them the latest funny from 
the internet or telling us the latest joke - from cricket to blondes. 


Boys too, have an entertaining sense of fun and while it can tend to the 'sick' side of 
humour it is not usually malicious and will keep tension from becoming unbearable. 


For some time now we have been fortunate to have Charlie Aust drawing for our 
magazines. He has drawn all the cartoon falcons for some years now and this year I 
draw your attention to his detailed view of Falcon opposite. Thank you Charlie. 


There are many touches of humour in the pages which follow, not always of the 
backslapping variety but there all the same. Keep Smiling. 


Board of Governors 1999 


Chairman: TFM Tanser 
Deputy Chairman: AJW Laing 
Members: DW Fomison 
JB Hendrie Ae 
C Kabasa 
JG Knight d { \ 
AJ de N Lucas 
JS Mpofu 
PRA Newton 
WD Stotter 
Bursar: LM Watson 
Headmaster: PN Todd 
Complimentary members: DM Campbell 
WI Hale 
CM Kendall 
JD Sithole 
AW Rackham 
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Thanks to R.Hartley for all Team Photographs & B.Randle for almost all the Staff Photographs 
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In his speech at Speech Day Tim Tanser, the new Chairman of the Board, 


introduced himself to the parents. 
may i , 


ther that the enormous humour gen- 
erated at Board Meetings is indicative 
not only of the harmony between the 


Tim Tanser feeding Lanners from his office window in Harare. 


At a recent Old Boys dinner/dance, the speaker 
from 1959 was Ralph Oxenham, the excellent head 
Boy of that year. He spoke most amusingly of the diffi- 
cult first years after the College’s founding in 1954 and 
stated that it was only in 1959 that the School started 
to compete with others. The fact that this was the year 
that I came to Falcon was, I am sure, purely co- 
incidental! 

My arrival at Falcon was induced by the harsh fact 
that my academic performance at St George’s College 
had reflected propensities similar to that of the rate of 
decline of the Zimbabwe Dollar. My father was the 
Chief Education Officer of the Federation at the time 
and having given me one warning to pull my socks up, 
which warning was not adequately heeded, he then 
proffered me a train ticket to Heany Junction and the 
next thing I was on the train bound for a school in the 
Matabele bush about which I knew absolutely nothing. 

The fact that Keith Kirkman is our guest of honour 
today and that he shone at St George’s College bears 
testimony to the fact that we are all made differently 
and all react to different stimuli. 

My years at Falcon were memorable for all of the 
right reasons; most enjoyable; hugely beneficial for my 
sport and even beneficial for my academic enrichment; 
many firm friendships were formed and an attainment 
of confidence gained to face the world at large. 

I have told you of my own time at Falcon, only to 
make you aware that I am an Old Boy of the College 
and also, that having had two sons here, Frank and 
Danny, from 1985 to 1996, my wife, Diana, and I have 
also been parents of boys at the College. 

I was honoured to be invited to join the Board of 
Governors in 1989 and have been privileged to serve 
since that time. 

The Board of Governors at the College, has within 
it, members of a diversity and commitment which is 
most pleasurable to work with, and who have a deep 
love for the school and a huge desire for the College to 
succeed and improve continually. I have no doubt ei- 


Board members and the Head, but 


also of the capacity of members to see 
light where many see only darkness. 
There are three members of the Board 
to whom I owe especial thanks and 
about whom I would speak briefly. |! 
have taken over as Chairman from 
John Hendrie who served on this 
Board for twenty-three years and was 
Chairman for eight years. John and | 
both left Falcon in 1962. In effect 
there is only a handing over of the ba- 
ton from John, who was in Tredgold, 
named after Sir Robert Tredgold, the 
first Chairman of the Falcon Board, to 
me, who was in George Grey, named 
after Sir George Grey, a gentleman, 
hunter and hero in the early days of 
Rhodesia. John has been an excellent 
Chairman, leading the Board and 
dealing with the inevitable storms 
which arose, in a calm and placid 
pipe-puffing manner. John remains on the Board, 
where his advice and experience are invaluable. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Board is Andy Laing who 
will be very well known to nearly all of you and who is 
also an Old Boy and parent of the College. Andy is a 
wonderful ideas and action man with the energy and 
commitment reflecting a mixture of Jonty Rhodes and 
Bobby Skinstad. Andy is known to be a man of the di- 
rect approach with a passion for the school and every- 
thing it stands for. Andy too was a Tredgold man, so it 
was essential for the balance of power to be rectified! 

Finally I would like to thank John Knight, the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee for the high cali- 
bre of his advice and dedication to the welfare of the 
school. John has had three sons pass through the Col- 
lege, all of whom have excelled. John is the former 
Chairman of Ernst & Young and has an appreciation 
for and an understanding of figures and budgets for 
which we lesser mortals are eternally grateful. 

It was on John’s suggestion and initiative that the 
Board sought the advice of Human Resources experts 
last year to address the matter of teachers’ salaries. 
For too long, the gap between teachers’ salaries and 
those paid in commerce had been regarded as accept- 
able. This was and is a fallacy. Th 
tain the quality of education in a school such as Fal- 
con, is to have a headmaster and teachers of excel- 
d keep staff of excel- 


this impacts upon the running costs of the school and 
the fees paid by parents. 

This past year has seen substantial fee in 
which, however, have to be held up against th 
try’s catastrophic economic performance < 
frightening inflation rate of which we are all only 
painfully aware. 

Whatever the economic climate, the Board consid- 
ers it has an absolute commitment to main 
at a level which will enable the College * 
offer the facilities and maintain the quakty of educa- 


tion which will draw pupils to it 


from all over the country. 


Whilst we are fully aware of 
the great sacrifice many par- 
ents have to make to send their 
children to schools such as Fal- 
con College, we have to look at 
the matter of fees squarely in 
the economic eye and react ac- 
cordingly. 

I should like to conclude by 
speaking briefly of the position 
of Neil Todd as Headmaster. 
Neil has been Headmaster of 
the College since 1985. He and 
his wonderful wife, Sue, have 
been and continue to be a 
source of great pride, inspira- 
tion and affection for all of us. 
He and | have spoken of the 
need to notify parents of his 
plans for retirement. I would 
take this opportunity, therefore, 
of notifying you that Mr Todd 
will be retiring as Headmaster at the end of the year 
2000. 

We would all acknowledge the exceptional manner 
in which Neil Todd has carried out his duties as Head- 
master. Much will be said and written of Neil and Sue 
during the course of next year. 

Now the Board is to take all necessary steps to en- 
sure the continuation of the outstanding leadership 
with which Falcon has been blessed. 


I should like at this point to thank God for Neil’s 
wonderful recovery from his heart operation, for his 
courage and positive attitude and for the marvellously 
loving support shown by Sue, his family and friends, 
the staff and the school. What a fine example and an 
inspiration to us all. 

I wish to thank you for giving me the privilege of serving 
you, which, with your support and with the help and grace 
of God, I shall do to the best of my ability. 


OUR BUSINESS IS 
TO MIND YOURS 
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Your key to Control. 


Academic Staff 1999 


PN DOGG cites thtaseeneumtarar HPTC (Rhodes), Headmaster T KNUmI al 0.10. sicssniienemmeprcnsieessaneversanoed BA Dip (USL) 
GA Macdonald ........... BA(Hons) (Natal), PCE (London), GE Lindner........ PPecce comer BComm, Ed (Pretoria), 
FRGS, Second Master BComm (Hons) Economics) (UNISA) 
DUM Fleming........... BA, UED (Rhodes), Senior Master Mrs HA Macdonald............... BA (UCT), PCE (London) 
Mrs S Wigham ........... BA; UED (Wits), Senio£ Mistress  S Marat ba. wu... .yisrcnsneesnnnnnennnnnsennnnainecsnis BSc (Rhodes) 
Msi COLAUS tiicntnsenasmameron BComm (Natal), HED (UNISA)  T Matatu....icccccreseseseee BSc (UBLS), Grad CE (UZ) 
AG Bancroft sinnincsonsnmmmseaneme mn DipBd (LECLGnaon),  TROMAay Se wimcigsnctionsisnnesisnnisiiennneeninneninnss DipEd (TTCLondon) 
TBC ae Stata cre eon sainiaainn tabi ptivntuents BAy Grad. CE (UZ). — Msilb MOSS scsispmmunmarinaomansnermnesee MA, Grad CE (UR) 
SA Coulson: sseianesstomwsnscasnes BScj(Agric..Eng.) (Natal) MNO Wisccncnnsierennnannssanessinnansivenis anna BA, Grad CE (UZ) 
MESES) COU SOM veiiianteenrugimiaoniirmneemoen BAPA UBD (Natal), ‘GlPanes tien we andiswai socom memes nieeeamsnen BSc, HDE (UZ) 
Mrs BM Cummingivissicsciy assenceaeasanerancanivevene BA (UNISA) WAT Ratidle:........ ccrivesecerseeenensesies BA(Hons) (Lancaster) 
LY BAW Gab sub antk ol amRtemmaN tin con iene dances armen ornare UED' (Rhodes) Mrs C Robinson ..0.:sccmsseserneiseacmcciess BSc(Hons) (Natal) 
Dr A Cunringhamn cc ne am ares usa eins enemas PHD (Natal) — ToSTAW sciancse sis sane nine evenings BSc(Hons), PCE (London) 
OG He eat SS at ce ores insets ie ow Sn neo te BSc, Grad CE (UZ) SC Summers....BA(Hons) (Natal), DELF 1-4 (CAVILAM) 
Mrs GE: Gassimrs.n cara mn wart we war BA, UED (Natal) DU Varn WyK.icsiccsecesseceetadsegeteannes BSc, HED (UNISA) 
FRE GRACE senrctarioaineimncnaneniibaneiannnsinmeintinn npeuccentie BS¢, UBD (SA)  MrsiT WeleBisiscccsesssaryeurueseanmannrannqnenenesimnees BA (UNISA) 
DNL Grant DP Weele lita sci, aeutiintoonamnadnnadacbanaandionss BEd (Hons) (Sussex) 
RB ARS OR. muicansnnincanmencumenemeiiarpesressans BA(Hons) (Dunelin) ER Wetherall...........000 BMus(Hons), RULP, (Rhodes) 
BR Heirtley séscciiieonvtiinancrnstes BA (Natal), Grad CE (UR) LRSM (Lenden]) 
o Go BES ro oo ae 
; je 
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: ae 
Some members of the Administrative Staff! 
Administrative Staff 1999 
BOCA? op cemusansancosnsmanuannynesmmmmanmnesannmnonssineisin L. Watson Sanatorium Sisters: .........cceeees Mrs. G. Southwood 
Mrs. J. Johnston 
Bursar's: S€cretary? <cscsssremnmeverctcreseaen Mrs. J. Bancroft 
School Doctor:.s.......<0 Dr. M.F. Hodges (BSc MB ChB) 
Head's: Secretary? siscsmsesacaaenerienasenens Mrs. I. Hammond 
CALSLEN «cosicadaddasnaganeonancynitis ss axteneaeemaneneeeet I, Johnston 
AGcCoun tants ass cectaaanansstownnasiemedeisnesivivine saisie Mrs. M. Morgan 
Estate Manaperty sis sites aad mon carees anger asses A. Coulson 
Bookkeeperinisunwwineewaweaven wenuacarsenes Mrs. J. Mayger 
Bushtick Mine? cisesccssscnseconeveusvennsitine sinsntainition ovovini H. Tink 
Bookkeeper's Assistant: ......:0:ccseseeeeeeees Mrs. J. Dauth 
Housekeepe mics: trinnsnustnyecnswassnanrecdeamenioanaganoasnaes S. Dube 


SAPP TG PIS esti eronsmeriantonnaeiemenenstinnistnnel saat Mrs. A. Bryan 


Prefects 1999 


COLLEGE PREFECTS 
Back Row:- M. McKillop, C. McCallum, M. Whaley, M. Munson, M. Nicolle, R. Dawson. 
Front Row:- G. Henderson, G. Whiley, D. Chitrin, A.M.H. Cumming (Head Boy), 
Mr. P.N. Todd (Headmaster), M. Nkala (Deputy Head Boy), T. Madondo, R. Heap. 


Headboy........ccccsscsrersescoeeseeees A.M.H. Cumming (GG) 
Deputy Headboy ..............ssssseeseeeeeeeee M. Nkala (GG) 


HEADS OF HOUSES 


CAB Bi ic testsininsinnnabnaiteninaasimunonrsiensiacrtoamniddasiogsnibsiants R.G. Heap 
FOunGerss sisnccunsmaacmmoormunicraenmmenanns T.B. Madondo 
ECTS SEGRE YE anniishicioehianiniysedtonulenomasbiwianneaioindnnsitoe M. Nkala 
ORV EY S scnaratuaiichateaiseunusas uteluamedunansmeoumanmannnnien D.J. Chitrin 
Oates! 4 0s vissawsnnncimmbsnaenninannmmaaees MadsiessaemaneaNs G.D. Whiley 
WEA SOE: wissinioniinnatieiniinosinss stabi inn deeiciwainiatjant G.A. Henderson 
Le TEATS POPE Aone acntmacm tron ntin seumemienne M.J. Whaley (GG) 
Ue Punicttons? siitiistonasisnnmetarcimensannes M.B. Nicolle (GG) 
LEE TRAY A stwsinsowninsnerassnrsssineinoniwatuoweaint M.G. Munson (F) 
Lie Duckshopy pnciihicomessectorsusneeh tens C.D. McCallum (F) 
TCG ADE sttibenscmionsibinarenee duis eBenmbneeesaas R.M. Dawson (O) 


HOUSE PREFECTS 


CHUBB: 
P.S. Boyce 
D.B. Mostert 
S. Ndlovu 
A.W. Ross 


FOUNDERS: 
G.M. Croxford 
J.R. Sayer 


GEORGE GREY: 
G.A. Cawood 
T.J. Glover 

K. Molotsi 

G.T. Paunganwa 
R. Sithole 


HERVEY: 

J.A. Buchanan 
T. Busuman 
F.A.B. Chamoto 
LA. Esat 

M.G. McKillop 
M.D. Mseka 


OATES: 

G.M. Ewing 

L.G. Mlotshwa 

K.H. Chiota 

A.R. Carruthers-Smith 


TREDGOLD: 
G. McKechnie 
G. Dauth 
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Results of A-level exams written in 
June and December 1998 


Anderson MD 
Bhana LB 


Brown P 
Burke MT 
Cakana CZ 
Carson JM 
Chingoka PFC 
Coulson IM 
Coventry LE 
Crocker RL 
De Villiers DR 
Drummond DG 
Dube AG 


Ebrahim DD 
Ebrahim R 
Fleming MD 


Hollins DR 
Kambarami TC 
Khumalo TN 
Knight SR 


James CR 


Lawry BJ 
Lucas ARdeN 
Mackay GF 
Mackay RI 
Macleod JD 
Madzikanda CK 


Maromo TAL 
Maromo TI 


Mavros FP 
McAllister DR 
McCullagh WP 


Mhlanga J 
Moremong TK 
Nelson CW 
Ngwenya M 
Nyasvimbo L 
Nyoni DVB 
Oosthuizen SJ 


Outram SJ 
Page-Wood SP 
Ravisingadi NT 
Richmond GP 


Schuil DA 


Seaman PG 
Sibanda SKM 
Simpson BC 
Takavarasha WT 
Thompson DP 
Vera CM 


Maths, Physics, Biology 
English, Geography, 

Business Management 

English 

Biology 

Physics Chemistry, Biology 
English, Business Management 
English, Business Management 
Geography, Biology 

Physics 

English, Art 

Geography 

Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
English, Geography, 

Business Management 

English 

General Paper, English 
English, Geography, 

Business Management 

English, Art 

Maths, Chemistry 

English 

Physics*, Chemistry*, Biology*, 
Maths* 

Geography, 

Business Management 
Geography 

Geography*, Chemistry, Biology 
Maths, Physics, Biology 

Art 

Geography, Biology, Art 

Maths, Chemistry, 

Business Management* 
English, Geography 

Maths, Physics, Chemistn 
Biology 

English, Geography 

English, Geography, Biology 
General Paper, Geography, 
Business Management 
Physical Science 

Maths, Chemistry, Biology 
English, History, Geography 
Biology 

English, Business Management 
English, Business Management 
English, Geography, 

Business Management 
English, Geography*, Biology 
English, Business Management 
English, Business Management* 
Geography, 

Business Management 
Geography, 

Business Management 

English 

Maths 

English, Geography 

Maths, Biology 

Chemistry, Biology, Maths 
Maths, Business Management 


Watambwa LK 


Business Management 


Watson RP English 

Watt TA English, Geography 
Coetzee G Maths 

Moyo T Maths 

Noetje NJ Art 

Wakefield SRW Art* 

Nicolle MB Physical Science * 

e indicates an A symbol 


Results of O-level exams written in 
June and November1998 


11 passes 


10 passes 


9 passes 


8 passes 


7 passes 


6 passes 


5 passes 


4 passes 


3 passes 


MAIN. 


MA Ferreira, FM Feruzi, MJ Gibson, 
VC Hlabangana, ZM Ncube, JL Price, 
TS Sango, JAC Soullier, RA Stewart. 


VP Dube, JM Jahme, JS Nicolle, 
RL Stotter, JR Truscott, ENO Wayoe. 


TE Jiri, G Makwala, G Ncube, 
D Nlebgwa, TF Schuil, DB Swemmer. 


RA Anderson, DC Cruz, 
MS Mutsamwira, B Ncube, CW Swift, 
CA Van Straten, WEJ Wilcockson. 


RM Barton, MKN Drummond, 

T Dzwairo, BPD Goodwin, S Goven, 
B Jennings, TS Kachidza, 

ER le Patourel, SJ Miller, D Moore, 
A Mureverwi, J Musvosvi, N Solanki, 
MD Wheeler. 


AK Bennett, J Chimbani, B Ferreira, 
TW Holden, AD Humphreys, 

PD Johnson, DT Millar, TS Ngwenya, 
GAA Rosier, GM Steyn. 


RS Ashby, RA Blythe-Wood, 

SM Broadbent, CK Gopal APB Heili, 
MJ Humphreys, DJF Hurley, 

DK James, MLN Laing, AC Mackay, 
EF Oosthuizen, SRW Wakefield, 
BA Watson. 


ATB Jabavu, DV Chikerema, 

QJ Lemmer, JL de N Lucas, 

BR Nielsen, PJ Sole, P Chadzamira, 
GA Evans, D Harisis, JC Versveld. 


WE Berrie, JPdeN Lucas, 
JA Buchanan, NJ Nortje. 


COLLEGE NOTES 


The beginning of the year saw the arrival of several 
new members of staff at the College. Eric Wetherall 
arrived from Rhodes to revive the Music Department 
and to teach Maths. Having spent several weeks here 
on a teaching practice in 1996, he had decided that 
Falcon was where he would like to begin his teaching 
career and the College was delighted to welcome him 
back. Stuart Summers, who had taught here for a 
term in 1997, also returned to the College to teach 
French, English and History. John Shaw, well known 
to many of the staff, arrived to teach Maths at the Col- 
lege after 31 years at Plumtree. Paul and Ingrid 
Welch, recently married, joined the staff to teach Com- 
puters and Commerce, and Geography and Commerce 
respectively. 


Seth Lazar after race. 


Seth Lazar left for Oxford University at the end of 
the winter term, having spent his gap-year here. Dur- 
ing his year he played an invaluable role in all aspects 
of College life and was always keen to take on more 
tasks. Most notably Seth fostered an interest in writ- 
ing and reading poetry amongst the boys and pro- 
duced Fault Lines, a collection of poems written by 
them. Andy Malkin, also from the UK, was here for two 
terms. As he came from a military family, he was able 
to help Mr Randle with the Shooting Club. 

There have not been many Falcon Old Boys’ func- 
tions this year but the Old Boys Weekend in July was 
very successful, with FOBs coming from as far afield 
as South Africa and Botswana. As part of a fundrais- 
ing drive they are currently compiling a “Falcon Old 
Boys Recipe Book of the Millennium”. This year the 
FOBs funded a third multi-media computer for the Li- 
brary. The CD Roms for the computers are being pur- 
chased by the United Kingdom branch of the Falcon 
Old Boys and sent out on request. 

Mrs Macdonald is continuing the tree-planting pro- 
gramme and this year more trees have been planted 
around the pool and lining the entrance to the College. 
There are plans to extend the tree planting to the area 
around the Technical Centre. 

A major project undertaken this year was the im- 
provement of the Resources Centre. The walls and 
doors throughout were painted in vivid colours and 
framed prints and wall-hangings hung on the walls of 
the Lecture Theatre and Societies’ Room. Some more 
windows, hung with attractive curtains, were added to 
the Lecture Theatre to lighten the gloom. 


FE EES 


Hockey - FOBs vs School Team 
Standing: Phil Wade, (Michael Bryant), Mark Butler, 
Phil Rusch, Roger Little, Dave van Wyk, Mark Newton, 
Alec Cumming, Simon Aston, Bradley Pohl 
Crouching: Dave Curtis, Craig Munson, Stuart (Archie) 
Gemmill, Scott Buchan, Ross Buchan, Gavin Canter 


Money donated by Mrs Stobart, widow of Andrew 
Stobart, was used to establish a trust to upgrade the 
equipment in the Computer Centre. Consequently the 
computer Room was named the Stobart Computer 
Centre in an official ceremony on Speech Day. Money 
from Mrs Stobart was also used to build the Gazebo at 
Fish Eagle Retreat in Quiet Waters. This charming site 
overlooking Longdens Dam is proving a favourite spot 
among staff and visitors to Quiet Waters. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stobart unveiling the plaque in memory of their 
son, Andrew. 


The Parents Fund Raising Committee has held 
many successful functions this year. Particularly nota- 
ble was the Borrowdale Race Day coordinated by Mrs 
Tunmer and Mrs Ewing. This event raised an impres- 
sive $340 000 which, added to the $24 000 raised by 
food sales on Founders Day, was used to purchase a 
second mini-bus for the College. Other fund raising 
events included the Sports Supper held in the Second 
Term, and the Parents-Sons Sports Day in October. 
The new pool has particularly benefited from the tire- 
less efforts of the Committee, as money raised has 
been used to pay much of the cost of building the 
thatched Gazebo at the pool, has paid for the new 
shade shelter on the west side of the pool and is pay- 
ing for the staff pool currently under construction. In 
addition, the Committee donated $50 000 to the Music 
Department, $17 000 to help refurbish the school 


SSS 


squash courts and purchased material for making up 
tracksuits at a reduced cost. 

In April Gordon Macdonald, in his capacity as Sec- 
ond Master, was invited to a Leaders’ Seminar at Wel- 
lington College in Berkshire. The course fees were paid 
by Falcon Old Boys UK. The Seminar was run by 
Global Connections, a loosely knit organisation of 
Heads and Deputy Heads of private schools drawn 
from all over the world. This organisation meets once a 
year for a week with the aim to promote interaction 
between schools and each year to develop a particular 
theme. This year the theme was Leadership Training; 


next year’s theme will be Environmental Education. 
The seminar in April was attended by 56 delegates 
from 14 different countries, with a strong contingent 
from the United States and Australia. Mr Macdonald 
found it a very stimulating and valuable experience. 

As the year draws to a close it is especially encour- 
aging to note that there are no staff members leaving 
at the end of 1999. It is a very great testimony to the 
College that its teachers and administration staff find 
it a rewarding environment to work and live in. 


LM 


IN & AROUND FALCON 


Sanatorium 


Sisters Gill Southwood and We 
Jan Johnston 


The year has gone by quickly and quietly 
with, once again, nothing too serious occuring. We are 
fortunate in being able to send emergencies and seri- 
ous cases to Galen House, a 24-hour casualty unit in 
Bulawayo. 

A great bonus for the boys is that Zoe Brest, an ex- 
cellent physiotherapist from Bulawayo, has been com- 
ing out to the San on a weekly basis since the second 
term. She treats between 12 and 20 boys per session, 
which saves a lot of time and money for the boys con- 
cerned. We hope that Zoe will continue to come out 
throughout the year as each term has sports injuries 
which benefit from physiotherapy. 

Bulawayo Blood Transfusion Services bring their 
caravan to Falcon once a term and we have between 
40 and 50 donors. Of course we would be happier if 
more boys would donate to such an essential service 
and perhaps next year they will. 

We no longer dread the rugby season as we have 
trained up several First Aiders, whose time, help and 
commitment is invaluable. Half colours were awarded 


to Stephen Webb, and Aideen Ebrahim and 
a citation tie was given to Tendai Ten- 
dengu. 

Here at Falcon, MARS held a two-day Basic 
Training course early in the second term, 
which was attended by a large number of 
scholars. Falcon College paid for six of 
these boys, who have been of great assis- 
tance to us. 

We have recently purchased a glucometer to test 
blood sugar, thus adding to our already well-equipped 
San. Now when a youngster ‘throws a wobbly’ this will 
tell us whether he needs something more than a sweet 
drink. 

The San continues to be a necessary escape from 
boarding school life to a ‘bit of home’ when a student 
has had enough and just wants to sit and read a 
magazine or even have a little chat. 

We are sad to say goodbye to these upper sixes be- 
cause they have watched Sister Johnston’s daughters, 
Chelsea and Stephanie, growing since their arrival at 
Falcon (rugby seasons 794 and 96) and have played, 
teased and looked after them during Clinic times. Sis- 
ter Southwood’s younger daughter, Kathryn, too, has 
grown up alongside these upper sixes and will leave 
with them at the end of the year. Change is part of the 
school scene but we will miss them and we wish them 
well as they go their separate ways. 


My 


JJ 


Chapel Notes 


“Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 
word, accept it and produce a crop - thirty, sixty 
or even one hundred times what was sown” Mark 
4:20 


Nissan adverts proclaim, Life’s a journey, enjoy the 
ride’. The Christian life is a journey too, sometimes 
rough, sometimes smooth but never static. Boys are 
part of the church here at Falcon for six years and it is 
interesting to watch their development. Adapting the 
parable of the sower to a motoring metaphor, we do 
see cars that never start, others that overheat, some 
crash or take the wrong directions but it is always a 
joy to see those that take the chequered flag. 

The role of the staff in teaching and guiding is very 
important but the increasing initiative and involve- 


ment of the boys, not least their ability to train up 
others to take their place, is pleasing to see. God uses 
the people who are available to him but there is no- 
one God can do without. It is both encouraging and 
humbling. It leads to individual development and to 
the continuity of the church here at Falcon. Areas | 
have in mind are not just major roles such as leading 
praise and worship or taking Bible studies but also 
setting up the chapel for services. Senior boys like 
Gordon Whiley, Toby Glover and Richard Heap will be 
missed in one sense but they - and God! - have 
prepared others to take on leadership positions. 


MIDWEEK BAND 
Back Row:- S.J. Patsika, J.I.R. Lapham, M.J. Gibson, V.P. Dube. 
Front Row:- N.N. Khumalo, G.T. Paunganwa, Mr. E. Wetherall, 
G.D. Whiley, T.J. Glover, M.B. Nicolle. 


Sunday evenings have had the usual rotation ofa 
compulsory school service, evening prayer and holy 
communion. One innovation this year, however, has 
been to invite ministers from various denominations to 
take the communion services and this has been a suc- 
cessful move. The Wednesday Midweek services have 
continued to offer more informal praise and worship to 
God and offer a challenging talk, this year on the 
themes of “Different Callings”’, “The Things People 
Say : For and against Christianity” and “A Christian 
View on ...”. Morning chapel gives a short thought for 
the day from different staff and boys while Mr Wether- 
all attempts to increase our repertoire of hymns. 

A Bible School was begun on Friday afternoons 
which has proved popular and boys were prepared as 
usual for Anglican Confirmation, which took place in 


October. 
RBH 


Music Report 


This year I took 
over a music de- 


partment which 
had not had a 
qualified music 


teacher for four 
years. The hub of 
musical activity 
during this time 
had been the choir. 
This was run by 
Dave van Wyk who 
did not merely keep 
it ticking over but 
whose enthusiasm 
made it one of the most popular activities offered at 
Falcon. I am indebted to him for this and take this op- 
portunity to thank him for providing me with fifty con- 
fident singers. 

Having said this, the choir was understandably 
out-of-touch with the professionalism that goes with 
choral training. The first rehearsal raised many an 
eyebrow, and many hearts probably sank when they 
were presented with what must have seemed to be an 
insurmountable workload for the year. Needless to 
say, in true Falcon spirit, the boys rose to the chal- 
lenge and have come out on top. In nine pressured 
months the choir learnt and performed sixteen pieces 
(enough to make a full CD!) all of which were profes- 
sionally presented. They are all to be commended for 
their tireless dedication. Worthy of special commenda- 
tion are Toby Glover, George Paunganwa and Farai 
Chamoto who all received full colours for their excep- 
tional voices and dedication to the choir over the past 
six years. The highlight of the year was our participa- 
tion in the combined schools carol concert. Here, the 
boys outdid themselves by being arguably the strong- 
est male section in the entire group. 


SEPTET 
Back Row:- S.J. Patsika, V.C. Hlabanganwa, J.A.C. Soullier, 
M. Mutwale. 
Front Row:- K.H. Chiota, T.J. Glover, G.T. Paunganwa, 
F.A.B. Chamoto, V.P. Dube. 


The Septet, which has grown to make a nonet con- 
sisting of G. Paunganwa, F. Chamoto, K. Chiota, V. C. 
Hlabangana, T. Glover, J. Soullier, V. Dube, 5S. Patsika 
and M. Mutwale, was invited to sing at two talent 
shows this year. These functions proved extremely 


CHOIR 


Back Row:- 


U. Ndebele, N. Tarisai, V. Hlabangawa, J. Lapham, M. Nkala, F. Chamoto, 


G. Paunganwa, N. Mpofu, B. Chingono, L. Sibanda. 


Third Row:- 


S. Sithole, J. Sibanda, F. Mavimba, N. Ndlovu, L. Tsatsa, J. Soullier, T. Glover, S. Patsika, 


V. Dube, G. Paterson, R. Smith, T. Malaba. 


Second Row.- 


I. Stephenson, O. Grobler, T. Moyo, Z. Hlabanganwa, Mr. E. Wetherall, R. Waghorn, 


S. Zietsman, M. Mutwale, A. Roberts. 


Front Row:- 
N. Pocock. 
Missing:- Form Twos. 
successful not only in terms of singing excellence, but 
socially too. Internal functions have included the first 
term cultural evening, the school play in which the 
Septet masterfully sung the a capella hit “Homeless” 
and the end-of-year carol service. 

The Mid-Week Band consisting of G. Whiley, M. 
Gibson, J. Lapham, S. Patsika, V. Dube, G. Paun- 
ganwa, N. Khumalo and M. Nicolle were invited to the 
same talent shows as the Septet and proved to be 
equally popular. Internally they have played at every 
Mid-Week service and Sunday evening prayer service 
which takes extraordinary dedication. We thank them 
for this. They competently accompanied all the songs 
in the school play which they learnt in only two weeks. 
Gordon Whiley was awarded full colours for his musi- 
cal talent which he dedicated to praise and worship 
both in and outside of the College. 

The set song for the inter-house singing competi- 
tion was Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “No Matter What”, 
made famous by the group Boyzone. Every house sang 
exceptionally well, making it quite difficult for the ad- 
judicator, Shirley Smith, to place everyone. However, 
the choice songs, which were all quite ambitious, 
clearly indicated the strongest singers. In sixth place 
were Chubb, fifth Hervey, fourth Oates, third Foun- 
ders, second Tredgold and first George Grey. 

Having discovered numerous brass instruments 
belonging to the College the goal of the music depart- 
ment next year is to introduce and raise the standard 
of instrumental playing. With the singing at Falcon 
realising its potential I look forward to working with all 
those involved in the musical “Oliver!” next year. 


E.W. 


P. Warth, T. Mashingaidze, S. Stenson, C. Bornman, T. Malenga, D. Zeihl, S. Millar, 


Library 


Thanks to the 
generosity of the 
Old Boys Associa- 
tion the library 
now houses 3 
computers with 
CD Roms and has 
a growing range of 
software, much of 
it donated by ex- 
staff and parents. 
Needless to say 
this is a very popular form of acquiring information 
amongst the boys. 

The library is well-established and boasts a large 
and varied selection of books, both fiction and refer- 
ence. The aim now is to keep up with new publications 
and to replace old favourites as they begin to disinte- 
grate. The older boys and staff are well-catered for in 
the fiction section; junior fiction, however, needs to be 
expanded. 

As the library continues to expand, there is an in- 
creasing problem with finding sufficient shelf space. 
There are a large number of books which are now re- 
dundant and these are gradually being cleared from 
the shelves to create space, Nevertheless, putting in 
new shelving will have to be a priority next year. 

The weak Zimbabwe Dollar has meant that the 
price of books and the cost of subscriptions to periodi- 
cals has escalated dramatically. Sadly this has neces- 
sitated a reduction in the number of international 


eo eee 


magazines that we are able to subscribe to for the li- 
brary. Nevertheless, the library still stocks a good vari- 
ety of journals and newspapers, both local and inter- 
national. It did seem that we would be forced to sacri- 
fice the Times newspaper but the Old Boys in Britain 
came to the rescue and agreed to subscribe to it for 
the College. The local Old Boys provide us with the 
Herald. 

Rodgers Mtambo continues to be an invaluable as- 
set to the Library. He knows all the books that are on 
the shelves and fulfils all his numerous responsibili- 
ties with quiet efficiency. 


Interact Club 1999 
Master in Charge: 
Board: 


Mr. D. van Wyk 
G. Dauth, A. Goddard, 
T. Mseka, R. Dawson. 


The Club has had an active year and two main 
community service projects were begun: the Car- 
lisle School Bursary Fund and the adoption of an 
Old Peoples’ Home. 

The main fundraising events for the year were the 
Interact Dance in the first term, the sale of hotdogs 
and hamburgers at Inter-Schools Athletics, also in the 
first term, and the sale of pies, hamburgers and hot- 
dogs at the Crusaders Shield waterpolo tournament in 
the third term. These three events enabled the Club to 
do the following: 


Mr T. Khumalo, with Interact, donating food and clothes to the 
old people of the district. 


e Start up a Bursary Fund for Carlisle School 
whereby one child has his or her year’s schooling 
paid for by the Club. This is based on family need 
as well as academic effort. The first beneficiary 
was the daughter of the College sign-writer, Mr. B. 
Phiri, 

° Set aside funds for support of an Old Age Home in 
the district, 

e Give significant financial support to Quiet Waters. 

A keen Board, which will be led by T. Jiri, has some 
exciting new ideas for the Club in 2000 and we wish 
them every success. 


DvW 


INTERACT 


Back Row: 
T. Moyo, P. Boyce, T. Jiri, B. Raath. 
Fourth Row: 


M. Sherren, G. Jocks, B. Dube, G. Henderson, F. Chamoto, G. McKechnie, A. Carruthers-Smith, N. Khumalo, 


C. Gopal, D. Hurley, B. Jennings, J. Soullier, V. Hlabanganwa, S. Goven, K. Molotsi, E. Wayoe, R. Stewart, 


Z. Ncube, G. Takavarasha, M. Parker, B. Stubbs, A. Wade, T. Tendengu, R. Collett. 


Third Row: 


M. Maromo, S. Pfumojena, A. Keen, R. Sithole, N. Jones, J. Sayer, A. Griffiths, D. Moore, G. Makwala, T. Kachidza, 


C. Swart, L. Maine, B. Mulders, P. Chadzimira, V. Dube, G. Marisa, M. Mpofu. 


Second Row: 


A. Ebrahim, R. Zharare, L. Mlotshwa, K. Chiota, A. Goddard, R. Dawson, G. Dauth, Mr. D. Van Wyk, T. Mseka, 


M. Gibson, S. Ndlovu, M. Nicolle, G. Paunganwa, T. Busuman. 


Front Row: 


P. Palmer, A. Corken, M. Springer, R. Girdler-Brown, S. Wilson, S. Webb, A. Morris, F. Chimimba, P. Chingoma, 


W. Neube, J. Lapham, G. Howes, S. Bhana, S. Sithole, M. Chitonga, K. Hammond. 


Inter-Schools Quiz and Academic 
Challenge 


Master in charge: Mr. D. van Wyk 


The format of Academic Challenge was changed 
this year, and in light of the favourable reports the 
new format will remain in place. There were two 
rounds in which all six House teams competed against 
each other in an Inter-House Quiz, and then the top 
two teams went through to compete in a “traditional- 
style’ Academic Challenge final. The reason for the 
change in the preliminary rounds was to ensure that 
luck was almost totally ruled out, and that the best 
two teams reached the final. Tredgold, who defeated 
Oates 197-124, won the competition. The best individ- 
ual, and winner of the Burnett Quiz Cup, was A. Ebra- 
him of Tredgold. 

The College team of G. Brown, A. Ebrahim, T. 
Glover and E. Rosenfels made it through the first 
round of the Lions National High Schools Quiz, but fell 
at the next hurdle, the Regional semi-finals. 


Night School Report 1999 


This year’s school has proved to be very successful 
in terms of the interest and good communication 
shown by both the Lower Sixth teachers and the few 
dedicated students from the compound. The night 
school consists of nine Lower Sixth members of the 
College who are responsible for teaching four different 
subjects at both ZJC and ‘O’ level. The students attend 
two one-hour lessons a week per subject. Science, Ge- 
ography, Maths and English are the four subjects 
taught at ZJC level and are the subjects offered at ‘O’ 
level with the exception of Biology, which is taught in- 
stead of Science. The nine Lower Sixth teachers in- 
clude: J Nicolle, S Goven, T Sango, J Lucas, D Cruz, G 
Makwala, T Kachidza, C Gopal and G Jocks. There are 
currently eleven students who attend the night 
classes, most of them intending to write their respec- 
tive subjects in November 1999 and in June 2000. The 
positive attitude of the students has made it possible 
for a productive year of teaching and I therefore wish 
them and next year’s teachers all the best in the up- 
coming exams. 
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Adventure Course 1999 


This was the 5t year that the 
Form One and Form Two Adven- 
ture courses have taken place. 

The courses continue in the same 
vein as they began but they have 
been modified and improved over the 
years. They are designed to be chal- 
lenging, fun and instructive. Team 
work is developed, initiative tested, 
skills taught and an interest in the 


Above:.- Scaling the Berlin Wall! 
Photos by E. Wetherall. 


outdoor bush life promoted. Leadership skills are also 
developed. Both took place around the College and in 
Quiet Waters. 

An abbreviated list of what took place is below: 


Form 1 Course: 


\ ( Two nights out 
Vv F First Aid 
aa Rope Climbing 


Campcraft and shelters 

Bush cooking including slaughter 
and preparation 

Rope lashing/knots 

Raft building 

Orienteering (practical map reading) 
Tracking - an introduction 
‘Confidence course 


ees 


Form 2 Course: 

Two nights out - one night ‘alone’ in pairs 
Fourteen kilometre bush walk 
Six team initiative tests 

Life saving 

First Aid 

Climbing 

Orienteering (relay event) 
Conservation work 

Log race 

Raft race 


The boys seem to find the courses worthwhile, 
challenging and for most of the time enjoyable. They 


also learn to appreciate the comforts of home! 


WAR 


Quiet Waters 
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° 
Chairman Mr G.A. Macdonald 
Vice Chairman Mr E.J. Marais 
Secretary Mrs J.E. Bancroft 
Treasurer : Mr A.C. Bancroft 


Other members Messrs. M.A. Cumming; 

A. Coulson; S.A. Coulson; 
D.J. Fleming; R.R. Hartley; 
O.Linda; W.A.J. Randle and 


Dr H. Cunningham. 


1999 has been an interesting and challenging 
year for Quiet Waters. The 1998-99 rainy season was 
below normal and therefore the area that experienced 
the hot burn of September 1998 never really recovered 
in terms of the availability of grazing. The browse was 
also fairly limited in this area because a large number 
of trees were killed. No rain fell between mid-March 
and early November. This and a number of invasions 
of cold weather put the game under real stress so vast 
quantities of supplementary feed had to be bought. 
However, this, with generous donations of lucerne 
from the Randell family of Umgusa; money from Mr 
and Mrs Fourie from South Africa and game blocks 
from Colin and Judy Martin meant that we were able 
to minimise losses. Sadly, however, we lost one of the 
original giraffe that came from Tshabalala Game Park 
over eight years ago. The cause of death was unknown 
because she was only found two days after the event. 
It could have been tannin poisoning, but equally it 
could have been from old age because she came onto 


the park as a fully mature animal. 

The park has yet again been put to good use edu- 
cationally. In the first term Girls’ College U16 Biology 
group carried out a three day ecology fieldwork exer- 
cise. At the beginning of the second term Carmel 
School Grade 6 pupils did a three day ecology course 
which we ran for them, whilst in the third term we had 
visits from two lowveld primary schools — Murray Mac- 
Dougal and Hippo Valley. 

The two adventure courses organised every year by 
Mr Will Randle for Form 1 in the first term and Form 2 
in the third term again proved enjoyable and adjudged 
by those involved to be great successes. They certainly 
do much to help develop leadership qualities in our 
boys. 

‘The campsite continues to grow in popularity with 
both our boys and parents. On weekends when the 
chalets are not being used by parents we often have 
requests from boys to spend a night or two there. The 
hiring of chalets by parents has increased by nearly 
20% over 1998 and this does much to boost our in- 
come. The new luxury chalet called “Chilacuti Chalet’, 
after the Striped Kingfisher, heard in the area, came 
into use in October and has already proved to be very 
popular. 

The development of our water resources continues, 
thanks to the enthusiasm of Mr Stewart Coulson. An- 
other very productive borehole has been sunk which 
not only supplies water to Quiet Waters but also to the 
school. Three new artificial pans have been con- 
structed with another planned for early in the new 
year. This development will continue into the Wilder- 
ness area next year. 

The other big development planned for next year is 
the lowering of the game fence in the Wilderness area 
by half a metre and the strengthening of it by doubling 
the number of fence standards. Once this has been 
completed the fence between the western sector and 
the Wilderness area will be taken down. This will effec- 
tively increase the size of the game park from 220 hec- 
tares to 820 hectares. 


The completed Fish Eagle Retreat gazebo. 


The thatched gazebo known as Fish Eagle Retreat 
which overlooks Longden's Dam and which was built 
in memory of Andrew Stobart, one of our most illustri- 
ous Old Boys, who died in 1997, was officially opened 
by his parents, Dave and Gill Stobart on the evening of 
Wednesday 13 October. The unveiling of the plaque 
was a very moving, and special occasion attended by 
about thirty people. It was made even more special by 
the fact that there were impala grazing along the edge 


of the dam, in the water there were no fewer than five 
species of duck, while the skies were filled with swal- 
lows and swifts. 

Mr Ian Mayger has yet again given us wonderful 
and essential support in keeping the Land Rover on 
the road. Without this transport the maintenance and 
running of Quiet Waters would be impossible. The 
committee is therefore very grateful to him. The Head, 
the Bursar and the school in general continue to give 
the committee support both in cash and kind for 
which it is very grateful. 


GAM 


Cultural Weekend 


The cultural extravaganza was held over the 
weekend of the 5 to the 7 February. It attracted 
six pupils from each of 17 schools. The College 
hosted 102 ‘culture vultures’. Six different work- 
shops were run simultaneously. 


Here’s how it happened: 
Friday afternoon saw many anxious boys ready and 
waiting to see what the cultural weekend could pro- 
duce. The arrival of the various schools brought out a 
very open and jovial hospitality, as people took the 
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plunge and got acquainted. What did ‘vulture’ college, 
as one student put it, have to offer? 


Drama was presented by Mr.Gavin Peter, who pre- 
pared an exciting workshop for all. Through it we 
learned that individuality was a wonderful trait and 
realised just how crazy, I mean individual, we could 
be. Luckily we discovered for this workshop, that being 
different is not strange but welcomed. The versatility of 
the group was put into practice on the final day, Sun- 
day. After only four workshops we presented a short 
play which was well received by the crowd. 


“If music be the food of love, play on, give me ex- 
cess of it.” A talented Mrs. Sibu Moyo ensured a fun- 
filled but constructive workshop. A great many talents 
were gathered and an array of instruments was on 
show - from bass guitars to marimbas, and from 
choirs to soloists, all very talented diverse musicians. 

MG 


Chess was run by our very own Mr. Fernandes. 
We spent the first day, getting used to the pieces and 
playing games. The next day we tackled a few chess 
puzzles and went up against the computers! In our 
wrap-up session we organised our skit for the closing 
concert, 


AM 


Writing proved to be eye opening and challenging, 
as we put our pens into action and began our various 
works of literature, not only in prose but in rhyme and 
verse as well. We were led by Ben Hanson, who was 
kind enough to share some of his great poetry with us 
all. 


NC 


Mrs. Liz Davison headed the art workshop. The 
first session was designed to loosen up all the stu- 
dents and let everyone get to know each other. The 
project was called “Tree of life’ - each person wrote 
their ideas on a sheet of paper then passed it round 
until they got their original paper back. The second 
task was a self-portrait, but without one’s face. 

Most students discovered a love for mixed media 
and how wise it was to jump’ into a project without 
predicting the final result. Our work was displayed 
outside the hall before the concert which marked the 
end of a very successful weekend, not only for us but 
also for the rest of the ‘culture vultures’ out there. 


GB 


Communication. 

This workshop examined verbal communications, 
such as public speaking, small talk, and how to reply 
when enthusiastic or uninterested; how to read body 
language and so forth. Judeth Irwin, who ran it, 
helped us to examine ourselves, told us how to find 
out what kind of person we are, whom we associate 
with and how others perceive us. It allowed us to ex- 
press ourselves and make situations change to suit us 
better. 


ANON 


Then there was the entertainment, an array of 
various skits and pieces performed by the students 
themselves on Saturday night. The St. John’s Jazz 
band and Mzingwane must have special mention made 
of them as they, without much practice, brought the 
crowd to their feet. After the short show, the band 
jumped on, and kicked off much dancing and general 
fun. 

On the final day, each of the workshops presented 
a little piece of work at the concert, which as always 
went down really well. Then it was time for goodbyes 
as bags were flung into their respective buses and 
workshoppers were bade farewell. 

One girl who enjoyed the weekend confessed, ‘I 
left the College with boosted self-confidence, new 
friends and a newly found talent for touch rubgy!’ 
While others simply said ‘P.S. don’t forget to in- 
vite us in the new millennium.’ We’ll see you 
there. 
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Bushtick Sport 


“Bushticks’, the name given to the Falcon staff 
sports teams, is made up of a few enthusiastic, if not 
always highly talented, members of staff. We do not 
compete as much as we would like but 1999 has seen 
us turn out for a number of different sports. Cross 
country sees a surprising number of staff take part 
and show up many of the school “heavies”. Cricket, 
soccer and hockey are our main team sports but this 
year did not see us at our best, shall we say, in par- 
ticular in the debacle against the U16 A cricket. We 
epitomise the ever optimistic bunch who believes it is 
taking part that counts! 
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The Peregrine 
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The editors for 1999 were M.Gibson, V.C. Hla- 
bangana and G. Ncube. They proved to be excellent at 
their job and the three editions of The Peregrine’ were 
some of the best we have had for a long time. Espe- 
cially pleasing was the variety of copy, and the wide 
reporting of college activities. 

Once again there was a dramatic increase in price, 
but the quality of the productions made the price hike 
more acceptable. 


HAM 


FALCON ON THE MOVE 


1XV RUGBY AND 1XI HOCKEY TOUR 
TO NATAL: APRIL 1999 


During the April holidays a group consisting of a 
squad of 22 Rugby players and 15 hockey players was 
privileged to be involved in a combined tour to Natal. 
The competition was extremely stiff and came in the 
form of some of the top secondary schools in South 
Africa namely Hilton College and Michaelhouse. In ad- 
dition to this, matches were played against Kearsney 
College, another powerhouse of South Africa. The 
hockey team participated in a round robin tournament 
while at Kearsney, which included matches against 
Pinetown Boys High and Westville. Both rugby and 
hockey sides managed to visit the famous pavilion 
shopping centre in Durban and a day was spent on 
the beach at Umhlanga Rocks (courtesy of Judy Chi- 
trin). The tour was rounded off with final matches 
played in Richards Bay; the Rugby boys played against 
Hoérskool Richardsbaai and the hockey team played 
John Ross High School. After the matches we all had 
an enjoyable evening at Richards Bay before the mara- 
thon drive back to Zimbabwe. 

From a hockey perspective the tour was an incredi- 
ble success as we returned from South Africa un- 
beaten and having gained a huge amount of experi- 
ence for the season to come. The initial game of the 
tour against Hilton College 274 XI (the only school who 
fielded a second team) was a good opener as the 11-1 


victory gave the team necessary confidence for the re- 
maining games. The second match proved to be a ti- 
tanic battle against Michaelhouse as the team fought 
back to win 3-2 after being 2-0 down in the first 5 
minutes. From there the touring party moved on to 
Kearsney where they recorded victories in all three of 
the tournament matches: vs Kearsney 3-1, vs Westville 
3-1 vs Pinetown 3-1. The final stop on the agenda for 
the tour was John Ross High School and the team 
managed to win 4-1 under extremely unfavourable 
field conditions. 

From the rugby side the tour was a good start to 
the local season, in that it blended the team together 
and showed them of what they were capable. Going 
into the first game very nervous and uncertain against 
Hilton we lost 12-19, after being 12-0 down initially. 
However, after slowly settling down the team realised 
that they could compete with South Africa’s best, and 
we were able to score 2 tries which matched the total 
tries of Hilton. This did wonders for our confidence. 
The second game was played against Michaelhouse, 
who were arguably South Africa’s top schoolboy side 
in 1999, 

We lost 6-24. All Michaelhouse points were scored 
in the first half, which again was another achievement 
and confidence once again was boosted. After Michael- 
house, it was to Kearsney College where we were 
beaten 0-27. This was the biggest disappointment 
from the rugby perspective. Kearsney played very well 
and they fully deserved to put Falcon totally out of the 
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game. After a day of at the Umhlanga Rocks beach we 
drove up North to Richards Bay to play Hoérskool 
Richardsbaai. The team showed a lot of character to 
win 12-7 and pride was restored to the team. 

In general the tour provided an excellent opportu- 
nity for the blending of two of Falcon’s top sports 
teams and a feeling of camaraderie and pride was in- 
stilled. The tour also provided an excellent opportunity 
for social interaction between members of the tour 
party and opposition teams, with friendships being 
fixed and enjoyed. In addition the beaches provided a 
memorable experience for all, in one way or another 
and truly were a highlight for such “surf deprived 
boys” as we are. 

We realise that such an enjoyable and memorable 
experience as this would not have been possible with- 
out the vast amount of organisation put in by Dr Cun- 
ningham as manager and the two coaches Mr and Mrs 
Lindner. Mr Noach of Country Boy provided us with a 
reliable bus at a very reasonable rate and made the 
tour a financial viability. I’m sure none of us will forget 
“Tuff boy” quickly. Special thanks must also go to our 
sponsors and in particular Mr Wade Lemmer, PR Hy- 
draulics, Good Year in Botswana, Irvine, Norton Sup- 
pliers, Ross Chickens and Farmtech. Our parents 
played an essential role in obtaining funds, sponsor- 
ship and donations and special mention must go to 
the Esats, McCallums, Whaleys, Hendersons, Johns- 
tons and Buchanans for their active roles. Judy Chi- 
trin showed extreme kindness in making her flat at 
Umhlanga Rocks available for 36 “hooligans” to use so 
that we could enjoy our time spent at the beach. Our 
local Natal connections Mr Andy Vincent and Gavin 
Ross of Michaelhouse played an instrumental role in 
organising fixtures against the schools in Natal. 

The hockey squad would also like to make special 
mention of Mrs Pat Buckle who tirelessly aided in the 
coaching of the team prior to the tour and whilst on 
tour. Old Miltonians Rugby Club with Brendan Daw- 
son, Brian Beattie, Chris Rodgers and Buccy Buchan- 
nan, in the forefront gave valuable assistance to the 
rugby squad. Mr Ian Johnston, our caterer, gave up 
some valuable time in his holiday to cater for the 
rugby boys at a training camp held at Falcon prior to 
the tour. Zoe Brest our top local physio worked around 
the clock to ensure that our boys were physically pre- 
pared for the tour. 

Finally but by no means least to our group of loyal 
supporters who followed our team around Natal and 
were there to share in victory and defeat: your support 
was greatly appreciated and helped the team to per- 
form and overcome some almost insurmountable 
tasks. Thank you. 
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The Grahamstown Festival : 1999 


This involved a party of six : Mrs Welch, Jor- 
dane Nicolle, Trevor Schuil, Derek Hurley, Brendan 
Jennings and Simon Wakefield. We departed on 
Thursday July 1 in very high spirits which were only 
moderately dampened by the 26 hour journey. The trip 
to Johannesburg was very pleasant as we had our own 
private transport in a very luxurious minibus. We were 
dropped off in a very eerie bus station and hastened to 
the bus terminus before we became victims of crime! 
To lighten the atmosphere we entertained the bystand- 


ers with a traditional Falcon Bushtick war cry before 
boarding the double-decker Greyhound Bus. Our ex- 
citement soon dwindled as the interior temperatures 
continued to rise and the air-conditioner failed to 
serve the top deck! The remaining twelve hours were 
uninteresting and a test of will. Derek refused to sleep, 
drank copious quantities of coffee and chatted like a 
chipmunk. 

Sunrise brought the start of a whole new experi- 
ence for us and we arrived in Grahamstown at 
8.00am. We were ferried off to Kingswood College and 
shown to our rooms. Thanks to our friend Nicky, we 
had a little VW Beetle to run around in. Our first cul- 
tural show was Mabala-bala Magic in a little primitive 
studio not far from the College. It was made up of 60 
minutes of various African dances and skits from all 
over Africa and was enjoyed by all. Thereafter the boys 
were let loose in the flea market and the streets of 
Grahamstown, very “university orientated” and filled 
with people from many different walks of life. That eve- 
ning we all went out to a very neat little pub with an 
outside braai area and a sheep-on-the-spit. It was the 
perfect place to sit and relax while your body tried to 
catch up with the high life. 

On Saturday evening we all re-grouped at the Jazz 
Hotel for the Jazz Band Festival which was highly 
popular and over-booked. Some of the boys found the 
musical show too overwhelming while others of us 
really enjoyed seeing the outstanding talent of the 
younger generation. On Sunday we “beetled up” the 
HUGE hill to the Monument. We were exposed to an 
enormous theatre and our seats were on the balcony. 
Every seat was taken. The Nederlands Dance Theatre 
1 provided three hours of modern contemporary danc- 
ing with varying tempos of music. The slower tempo 
sent the boys to sleep and the fastest tempo gave them 
a headache but the quality of dance was outstanding 
and the dancers were incredibly fit. 

By Monday we were all feeling the pressure of fa- 
tigue but were starting to adjust to our new lifestyle. 
In the afternoon we watched a unique film, 
“Pleasantville”, which starts off in black and white 
and, as the characters developed, they became ex- 
posed in colour. It was quite intriguing and enjoyed by 
all. On Tuesday evening we all gathered at the Rhodes 
Chapel to listen to the famous international Endellion 
String Quartet. The musicians were very talented in- 
deed but their music was not much appreciated and 
some “nodded off’ in the pews. Our second last show 
was a lot more enjoyable and quite fascinating. The 
Paco Pena Flamenco Dance Company was a group of 
Spanish Guitarists and a beautiful Spanish dancer. 
Paco Pena himself plays with incredible finesse and 
the movement of his fingers is unbelievable. It was an 
enjoyable show greatly appreciated by those of us who 
are amateur guitarists. The highlight of the Festival 
and our favourite at the festival was STOMP performed 
by a young British group. They used a variety of every- 
day objects such as brooms, dustbin lids, sticks, tins, 
lighters, pamper bags and sheer human rhythm to 
make incredible sounds. The stage management and 
lighting was first class and the performance was very 
professional and truly enjoyed by the entire audience. 

Trevor and Derek were filmed on television at a 
“Just Ginger” Concert and Simon was a_ brave 
volunteer at a hypnosis show. He performed some very 
unusual feats of which he has no recollection. All the 
boys went to a concert with the popular band called 
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the “Springbok Nude Girls” which has nothing to do 
with naked women but involves a lot of loud music. 
Brendan watched every comedy in Grahamstown and 
Dane and Derek competed strongly for the best 
species of the fairer sex. The “tour guide” got 
accidentally locked in a building on the first night and 
had to be rescued by the Falcon gang much to her 
embarrassment. However, lots of money was spent at 
flea markets and restaurants and fun was had by all. 

The trip back to Zimbabwe did not have quite the 
same atmosphere about it. Everyone was exhausted 
and exams awaited us at Falcon. The Greyhound bus 
broke down in the heat of the day outside Johannes- 
burg and we would have missed our connecting bus if 
it had not been a private arrangement. The boys were 
all set for a night in Johannesburg much to the horror 
of the tour guide. However, fortune had its way and we 
returned to Falcon safely, if a little late. 

Lastly, we would all like to thank Mrs Sue Wigham 
for initiating the tour; Mrs Macdonald for arranging all 
the transport and Mr Todd for allowing us the oppor- 
tunity to be exposed to such different cultures on an 
international scale. The Grahamstown Arts Festival 
was such a wonderful experience that the boys have 
planned a return trip when they leave school. 
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Woodsmoke 


Campers in the Chimanimani—Photo by Ben FitzHugh. 


There have been two good outings this year; in 
the first term to Matopos and in the third term to 
the Chimanimani Mountains. The groups have been 
dominated by Chubb, Hervey and Tredgold Form Two 
boys. 

The Matopos trip was based at Mtshelele Dam. A 
nice secluded spot on the far side of the dam was used 
where the boys could dive into deep clear and rela- 
tively weed free water. There was also a lot of water 
flowing out of the dam which provided good entertain- 
ment. Two walks were undertaken during the visit, the 
first was to Inanke caves, an 1lkm round trip. It is 
sad to report that even these remote caves seem to be 
being damaged by souvenir collectors. The second trip 
was to the summit of Silozwe from which there is a 
magnificent view making the energetic ascent worth- 


while. 

The Chimanimani trip took place over the second 
weekend of September. We arrived in Chimanimani on 
Thursday and were treated to a luxurious evening at 
Roy and Heather Bennett’s farm which is at the base 
of the mountains. Next morning thoroughly spoilt, we 
headed for the mountains. The weather was not bril- 
liant but it did not prevent us doing what we had 
planned. There was plenty of walking, swimming and 
jumping into deep pools. (A more detailed account of 
this trip has been written by Luke Coulson 2A1). The 
highlight for me was to take a look into Mozambique 
from Skeleton Pass. With parents’ permission it would 
be glorious to go across the border and visit Martin’s 
Falls. Next year maybe! 
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Woodsmoke Trip to Chimanimani 


We were informed of the coming trip to Chimani- 
mani in the second term so that we would be able to 
organise all our kit for the trip during the holidays so 
as to be ready by the beginning of the third term. 

The trip began on Thursday the 16th of September 
and with the thought of missing classes we left in high 
spirits. After a long and tiresome journey we arrived at 
the Bennett’s house at the base of the mountains. 
They had agreed to put us up on the lawn as the 
campsite was quite costly. We were grateful for their 
kind hospitality. 

The next day we set off from base camp and hiked 
to Bailey’s Folly. By 11 o’clock we finally reached the 
mountain hut and we were all a bit exhausted. After a 
long rest at the hut it was an easy hike to our camp- 
site which was situated by the Bunde River. We were 
then given most of the afternoon free to do our own 
exploring. Mr Fitzhugh seemed to make quite a habit 
of falling into the mud and by the second day had no 
more clean socks to wear. 

The following day we decided to climb Mount Peza, 
which is the second highest peak in the Chimanimani 
range and is also known as Ben Nevis. It was a very 
steep climb to the summit where we had lunch. How- 
ever, due to thick blanket of mist we were unable to 
see the view. On the way back to camp we went via 
Skeleton Pass and looked into Mozambique. Once we 
had arrived at camp a few of us went to Peterhouse 
Cave whilst the rest of the guys lazed around camp. 

The next day we hiked to Southern Lakes which 
was a really beautiful place where we were able to rest 
our weary feet. At 5 o’clock the next morning we hiked 
down to Banana Grove and were at base camp by 9:30 
am. On the way back to school we were banned from 
singing as Mr Randle had had enough of listening to 
our talented voices for the weekend. Overall, the trip 
was a truly enjoyable experience and we would like to 
thank Mr Randle and Mr Fitzhugh for giving up their 
time to take us. 
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CHUBB HOUSE 1999 
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Housemaster: R.R. Hartley 

House tutor: A.C. Bancroft 

Assistant tutors: O. Fernandes and S. Lazar 
Head of house: R.G. Heap 

Prefects: P. Boyce, N.N. Khumalo, 


D.B. Mostert, S. Ndlovu, A.W. Ross 


Chubb continued its successful pattern, largely 
due to the good example set by the Head of House and 
his prefects, and team leaders of lower sixth. Most im- 
portantly the excellent house spirit was sustained. The 
prefects ran the house effectively and their efforts were 
appreciated and acknowledged during another excel- 
lent House Supper. R.G. Heap ensured that a good 
balance was maintained, and N.N. Khumalo proved an 
able and efficient prefect in charge of maintenance. By 
the year end the house looked smart in all areas, and 
little work was needed during the holidays. Mr. A.C. 
Bancroft continued to make a great contribution as 
tutor, and was ably assisted by Messrs. O. Fernandes 
and S. Lazar. As he has moved off the campus Mr. A. 
C. Bancroft has relinquished his post as tutor, and 
Mr. O. Fernandes has taken over this task. We thank 
Mr. Bancroft for his considerable input, with the addi- 
tional advantage of his remaining as assistant tutor. 
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While the house was second in the Academic Cup, 
it was apparent that it had the potential to lift this tro- 
phy. Another sound effort at Founders' Day resulted in 
a comfortable third place. Victories were achieved by 
the house in the following inter-house competitions: 
squash, senior basketball and table tennis. The house 
was runner-up in junior cricket and and junior public 
speaking. 

Outstanding individual achievements included: 
Zimbabwe representation by D.B. Mostert (u/19 
rugby) and M. Springer (u/16 hockey). An honours 
award was achieved by D.B. Mostert (rugby), while col- 
ours were awarded to R.G. Heap (squash). Provincial 
representives included D.B. Mostert (rugby), R.G. 
Heap (squash) and M. Springer (hockey). R.G Heap 
won the senior squash competition. T. Dzwairo won 
best actor in the inter-house plays. J. Truscott won 
the inter-house shooting trophy. B. Truscott won the 
Junior Conservation prize. 

Congratulations are due to S.J. Miller on his ap- 
pointment as Head of House for 2000. It was sad to 
bid farewell to the Ross and Mostert families, which 
have had three and two sons in Chubb respectively. 


FOUNDERS HOUSE 1999 


Housemaster: D. van Wyk 
Head of House: T.B.Madondo 
Prefects: M.G. Munson, C.D. McCallum, 


G.M. Croxford, J.R. Sayer, 
R.W. Zharare 


The year has been an exciting one for Founders, 
with the House having done well in almost all spheres 
of College competition, and some outstanding personal 
achievements. 

The highlight for the House was winning Founders’ 
Day Athletics - the first time in 20 years! R. Stotter, T. 
Madondo and T. Mangezi were among those who per- 
formed extremely well, and I record my personal 
thanks to Stotter for his coaching and leading of the 
House team which not only won the Founders’ Day 
event, but also the Inter-House Relay Day. Other high- 
lights in the year were winning the Senior Inter-House 
Cricket (by 10 wickets!), Inter-House Golf and Junior 
Inter-House Soccer, as well as finishing second and 


third in many others. 

T. Madondo was selected for Zimbabwe Rugby, M 
Munson for Zimbabwe Cricket, and R. Croxford for 
Hockey and Cricket. A. Sayer rode for Botswana in the 
All Africa Motocross Championships in Harare in No- 
vember, and M. Humphreys was a member of the Zim- 
babwe Angling Team. 

Parent support for the House this year has been 
most exciting, and as a result of their generosity many 
developments have taken place to make the lives of 
Founders’ boys a little more comfortable. The boys, 
too, have done their fair share of fund raising for the 
House and their efforts have certainly paid off. 

I would like to thank Messrs. Harrison and Matatu, 
the House Tutors, for their professional approach and 
support over the year. 

The Head of House for 2000 is R. Stotter. 
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GEORGE GREY HOUSE 1999 


Housemaster : D. Grant 

House Tutor: M. Ndlovu 

Assistant Tutors: P. Welch, S. Summers 

Staff : Mrs. S. Wigham, Mrs. I. Welch 


College Prefects: A. Cumming (Head of School), 
M. Nkala (Head of House), 

M. Nicolle, M.Whaley, 
G.Brown, G.Cawood, T.Glover, 
A.Johnston, K.Molotsi, 


G.Paunganwa, R.Sithole. 


House Prefects : 


George Grey has experienced a harmonious and 
successful year. A high standard has been set by a 
strong upper sixth year, and the house has responded 
with enthusiasm. 

The house was well represented among the prize 
winners on Speech Day, and our congratulations are 
extended to all concerned. The winners are listed in 
the appropriate section of the magazine. The house 
won the inter-house singing and drama competitions, 
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reflecting the team ethic that has been a strong com- 
ponent of our 1999 achievements. 

On the sporting front, George Grey won the follow- 
ing events: Junior cricket, touch rugby, senior soccer, 
the cross country relay event, junior chess, and tug of 
war. Second places were achieved in Junior squash, 
senior basketball, the inter-house athletics relay meet- 
ing and inter-house fishing. George Grey finished sec- 
ond in the two most prestigious events of the year — 
Founders’ Day (Athletics) and the Swimming Gala. 
Congratulations everyone. 

My thanks go to all the staff who have supported 
me through 1999, and to the very efficient and com- 
mitted prefect body. Thanks also to the lower sixth 
who ably organised the inter-house activities. My best 
wishes go to all our 1999 leavers, as George Grey now 
looks forward to the new millennium with confidence 
and anticipation. 
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HERVEY HOUSE 1999 


Housemaster: G. E. Lindner 
House Tutor: Dr H Cunningham 
Assistant Tutor. S Maramba 

Head of House: D Chitrin 


College Prefect: 
House Prefects: 


M McKillop 
J Buchanan, F Chamoto, | Esat, 
T Mseka, A Griffiths, T Busuman 


The start of the year saw a full contingent of form 
ones being quickly and successfully integrated to the 
Hervey way of life. In contrast to previous years no 
staff changes took place and the staff members got on 
well with the prefects, ensuring that everything ran 
smoothly. Special thanks must go to David Chitrin as 
Head of House and the whole upper six body for steer- 
ing the House confidently during the highs and lows of 
the year. Dr Heidi Cunningham, our House Tutor, did 
a magnificent job yet again and was ably assisted by 
Mr Maramba. Special mention must also go to Ms 
Aust who was always willing to help out when needed. 

This year the House had to give up a few of the ma- 
jor trophies namely the Athletics Shield and Academic 
Cup. Hervey came out tops in the Swimming Gala and 
managed to win narrowly the all-important Tattersfield 
Cup with George Grey very close behind in second 
place. 


Academic achievements—Speech Day: 


Form 1 Good Work Prize: S Williams 
Form 2 Prize: R Musa 
Form 3 Good Work Prize: F Jee, 

G Rousseau 
Form 4 Art Prize: G Coulson 
Form 4 History Prize: G Howes 
Form 4 Geography Prize: G Howes 
Form 4 Technical Graphics Prize: D Bennett 
Sixth Form Business Studies: G Ncube 
Sixth Form Biology: N Jones 
Special Prizes—Speech Day: 
Music Prize: L Turner 
Handwriting Prize: A Roberts 


Mary Taylor Cup (Junior Conservation) L Coulson 


Ndebele Prize: D Noach 
Agg Manning Cup (Senior Drama) F Chamoto 
Prize for general sporting excellence: M McKillop 


Interhouse Sporting Competitions—First places: 
Cross Country (Long Course) 

Athletics Standards 

Swimming Standards 

Swimming Gala 

Relay Swimming Gala 

Junior Waterpolo 

Senior Waterpolo 


Senior Hockey 
Junior Hockey 
Junior Tennis 
Senior Tennis 
Triathlon 


National Representation: 


M Thomas: Zimbabwe U14 Squash 
R Waghorn: Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 
S Williams: Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 
S Wilson: Zimbabwe U16 Hockey 
D Bennett: Zimbabwe U16 Hockey 
R Ashby: Zimbabwe U18 Waterpolo 


D Swemmer: Zimbabwe U19 Rugby 


I Esat: 
M McKillop: 
J Buchanan: 


Zimbabwe U19 Hockey’ 
Zimbabwe Mens Senior Hockey 
Zimbabwe U19 Rugby, 
Zimbabwe U18 Waterpolo 


M McKillop represented Zimbabwe in the All Afri- 
can Games (held in Johannesburg) where he played 
some brilliant hockey for Zimbabwe Senior Men. His 
winning goal against India will be remembered for a 
long time. Congratulations to D Swemmer on his 
selection as head-boy for the year 2000. 
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OATES HOUSE 1999 


Housemaster : M.A. Cumming 
House Tutor : S.A. Coulson 
Assistant Tutors: G. Panesu, S. Lazar 
Head of House: G.D. Whiley 


College Prefect : 
House Prefects : 


R.M. Dawson (Chapel) 
A.R. Carruthers-Smith, 
K.H. Chiota, G.M. Ewing, 
L.G. Mlotshwa. 


It is perhaps appropriate to start at the end with 
this report. For several years Oates has come close to 
winning the Academic Cup, and in 1999 achieved that 
elusive trophy - emphasis has always been placed on 
a strong work ethic and it bore fruit this year. Leadership 
came from the top — G.D. Whiley and R.M. Dawson were 


both awarded academic colours. In 
addition members of the house held 
numerous posts of responsibility in 
clubs and societies, an indication of 
the wide range of interests fostered 
by the house. 

Im the first term good perform- 
ances were recorded in junior basket- 
ball (1st), senior water polo (2n4), tri- 
athlon (274) and the athletics stan- 
dards competition (274), There were 
some good individual performances in 
cross-country and athletics by M.D. 
Wheeler, S.T.K. Taggart and S.O. 
White but the house seemed to lack 
the depth to be highly placed. At the 
end of the term M.J. Gibson and L.G. 
Mlotshwa were awarded cultural col- 
ours while M.D. Wheeler received col- 
ours for athletics and cross-country 
as well as being chosen to represent 
Matabeleland in athletics. Oates 
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v4 came first in the inter-house Public 


Speaking Competition - M.J. Gibson 
and J.J. Elliott did extremely well. 

At the beginning of the second 
term “Kiwis”, Adam Ladley and Nick 
Gaddum, arrived from New Zealand 
to spend nine weeks at Falcon experi- 
encing Zimbabwe and its education 
system. They fitted in well and ap- 
peared to enjoy the house just as the 
house enjoyed their company and 
firm friendships were forged. The ar- 
duous second term was marked by some success for 
Oates. In the inter-house competitions first places 
were achieved in mini-league hockey and rugby, sec- 
ond places in junior soccer and rugby and third in 
junior hockey. Oates also came first in the second leg 
of the inter-house angling competition. Provincial rep- 
resentatives were V.P. Dube, G.M. Ewing, G.D. Whiley 
(hockey), B. Ncube and G. Moyo (chess), K.A. Ewing 
(U16 hockey), K.H. Chiota and B.N.F. Corbett (golf). K. 
H. Chiota was also selected for Zimbabwe Develop- 
ment Golf. R.M. Dawson and G.D. Whiley were 
awarded academic colours and G.D. Whiley and G.M. 
Ewing received hockey colours. Mention must be made 
of G.Makwala, who as Rugby Secretary, provided in- 
valuable assistance throughout the term and was 
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heavily involved in administering the Zimbabwe 
Schools U19 rugby trials which were held at the Col- 
lege. In the house he was responsible for senior touch 
rugby, senior and junior soccer, junior rubgy, the 
kicking competition and mini-league rugby. At the end 
of the second term the house was leading the Aca- 
demic Cup Competition. 

The third term was short, but frenetic. In the inter- 
house competitions Oates came first in chess and an- 
gling, second in the Academic Challenge (Quiz) and 
third in table tennis. The results of the June A level ex- 
aminations came out —- G.D. Whiley achieved an A in 
Maths, a B in Biology and C.P.van Wijk a B in Biology. 
Provincial representatives were C.D. Brownlee (U16 
cricket), G.M.Ewing, M.J.Sherren (U19 cricket), D.Moore 
and J.C.Viljoen (U19 water polo). All five went on to be 
selected for the Zimbabwe teams in their respective 
disciplines. In the swimming standards competition in 
the second half of the term Oates came second — M.J. 
Gibson, G.A.Evans and  D.J.Carruthers-Smith 
achieved full standards - and in the inter-house gala 
came third. M.J.Gibson and D.J.Carruthers-Smith 
broke two records each and G.A.Evans one. M.J.Brink 
and D.J.Carruthers-Smith were Victors Ludorum in 
their age groups. The lower sixth relay team consisting 
of M.J.Gibson, D.Moore, G.A.Evans and J.C.Viljoen 
maintained their dominance, having been unbeaten 
since Form One and breaking every record for races 
they have swum in. The house was well represented 
on Speech Day. Notable winners were G.D.Whiley : 


Sixth Form Physics and Maths, the Thompson Cup for 
Sixth Form Science and the Governor's Cup; R.M. 
Dawson : Sixth Form Business Studies, English apd 
History, the Governor’s Cup and the Mumbengegwi 
Cup. In all, sixteen awards were won. The winning of 
the Academic Cup, already mentioned, provided a fit- 
ting end to the year. 

Finally thanks go to those who have contributed to 
the house during the year. Numerous parents donated 
magnificent prizes for the raffle which raised $16 
500.00 — the boys are fortunate to have such suppor- 
tive and generous parents. In addition, Gordon Whiley 
has been contacting Oates Old Boys by E-mail and 
they have sent us donations in excess of $12 000.00. 
The funds will go towards upgrading facilities in the 
house — furniture for the common room and fans for 
the dormitories. The prefects and upper sixth have 
been supportive and contributive. Mention must be 
made of the fine job done in the Form One dormitory 
by Rhett Dawson and the sympathetic, constructive 
efforts of Gordon Whiley. It has been a relatively trou- 
ble-free year and the entire house must be thanked for 
that. The tutorial staff, Stewart Coulson, Golden 
Panesu and Seth Lazar, have borne much of the bur- 
den of administration - their willingness to help is 
much appreciated. The house wishes the leavers all 
the best for the future —- may the new millennium treat 
them kindly. 
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TREDGOLD HOUSE 1999 


: \ 
‘ 
Housemaster : W.A.J. Randle 
House Tutor: T. Khumalo 
Assistant Tutor: J. Shaw 


Head of House : 
Prefects : 


G.A. Henderson 
A. Ebrahim, G. McKechnie, 
B.B. Dube, G.P. Dauth. 


This year has seen Tredgold advance in leaps and 
bounds, not only in the sporting, cultural and aca- 
demic arenas, but also generally as a house. The year 
has brought numerous challenges for the house as a 
whole, and I am happy to say Tredgold has come to- 
gether nicely to overcome these challenges. 

From the academic perspective, Tredgold is well 
known for having some of the “biggest brains” in Fal- 
con, especially with achievers such as J. Forrester, M. 
Mashanyare and I. Stephenson, who received good 
work prizes as well as E. Le Patourel and J. Forrester 
who received the senior and junior computer prizes 
respectively. A.Ebrahim received the Business Studies 
prize. Special mention must be made of J.A.C.Soullier 


who achieved a remarkable 11 As at O level and re- 
ceived 3 prizes at speech day for Maths, Physics and 
Chemistry. The rest of the house has also been work- 
ing hard in the classroom and the house, due to the 
learning atmosphere promoted by Mr. Randle and the 
prefects. 

On the sports field, in recent years it has been 
thought that Tredgold don’t achieve as greatly, but the 
theory has been proved wrong by a great number of 
individual and team achievements. There seems to be 
a lot of strength in the junior end of the house. We 
achieved second position in the junior water polo and 
junior house basketball, while coming first in the jun- 
ior house hockey and kicking competitions. 

Individual accolades have been achieved by G. 
Manchip and I.Austen, who have been selected for the 
U14 and U16 Zimbabwe cricket sides respectively. 
These two are fine young cricketers with bright futures 
ahead of them. The latter scored 1117 runs in the sea- 
son with an average of 558. M. Mashanyare received 
the Junior Tackling Cup, L.Tsatsa was selected to play 
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in the U16 Matabeleland Basketball team and T. 
Mukupuki was selected for the Matabeleland Tennis 
team. J. Soullier, not only an intellectual, was selected 
to play for Matabeleland U18 Hockey team along with 
V.C.Hlabangana. J.Soullier then went on to be se- 
lected for Zimbabwe Schools, an achievement for 
which he received hockey colours. G.McKechnie re- 
ceived a colours award for water polo and also won the 
Victor Ludorum Cup at the inter-house gala. 

Tredgold aims to produce men of character, and we 
were led this year by G.A.Henderson who received the 
Greaves Trophy for leadership and contribution to the 
College. As a member of the 1st team rugby he was se- 
lected for Matabeleland and along with colours, re- 
ceived the trophy for the most valuable tight forward. 
G.Nevill must be commended for making 1st team ten- 
nis whilst in form 3. Achievers in other fields include 
R.Manchip, who came first in the inter-schools silhou- 
ette shooting competition, and R.Barton who gained 
his private pilots license at the age of 17 years. 

In the cultural spectrum, Tredgold usually boasts a 
high membership of clubs and societies and this year 
was no different. We won back the Academic Chal- 
lenge Trophy and achieved 24 place in the house sing- 


ing competition and 3r4 in the house chess with A. 
Morris being selected to play for Matabeleland. We still 
have many boys taking part in the choir, which has 
sung beautifully this year. Many boys took part in the 
school play, both as actors and backstage members. 
Mention must be made of A. Ebrahim, I. Stephenson 
and T. Tendengu who received recognition for their 
numerous years of service to the College as first aid- 
ers. A.Ebrahim received a ‘50’ Club award while I. Ste- 
phenson and T. Tendengu received citations. A. Heili 
also put his first aid skills to good practice in provid- 
ing assistance to the victims of a nasty vehicle acci- 
dent on the Blue Hills. 

Tredgold has achieved a great deal this year in all 
arenas and while 1999 has had its difficult moments 
the spirit and will of Tregold men has remained strong 
and untarnisaed. Our thanks go to Mr. Randle, Mr. 
Khumalo, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Wetherall and Ms Moss. 
They also go to G.Henderson and the upper sixth body 
of 1999 for leading us on through the year, and we 
wish them the best in their respective futures. 


ENOW 


M. Wheeler U6 


G. Brown U6 


D. Mostert U: E. Oosthuizen U6 


M. Sherren U6 M. Wheeler 116 
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THE RHYTHM OF LIFE 


Upon entering the Turner Hall to watch the 1999 
play, The Rhythm of Life’ 1 experienced an atmosphere 
very similar to some of those created at various venues 
at the Grahamstown Arts Festival. There were the 
same temporary racked tiers of seats to enable the au- 
dience to be close to the action; the same exciting, col- 
ourful set, here complete with an enormous mobile; 
and the same vibrant sense of anticipation. Thrum- 
ming music, hustle and bustle on the set, creaking 
tiered seats and the rustling of programmes — the play 
was about to begin. 

What the audience was presented with was a pot 
pourie of experiences, following the theme of the 
rhythm of life, but with a limited script. There was 
plenty of movement, especially in the street scenes, 
which were by far the best, since the cameos of colour- 
ful women, street vendors, street kids, and best of all, 
the hilariously authentic ET’s were entertaining, fast- 
moving and absorbing. N. Ndlovu and J. Sibanda were 
the two well-endowed, ethnically dressed mamas, who 
were a delight while F. Chamoto was a convincingly 
versatile hobo. The repetition of these scenes to illus- 
trate life’s cycles did not pall since there was plenty of 
humour and action to interest one. 

The main thread of the play was woven less se- 
curely, since the pace was slow at times and at others 
became tedious, particularly in the scene to do with 
activities in the night club which seemed to take up a 
disproportionate amount of time. Even the powerful 
singing of E. Mavengere and some of the excellent 
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dancing did not altogether smooth the passage of this 
scene. 

Simba Sithole played the lead and was his usual 
sparkling, confident self. It was a pity that the part he 
played did not quite gel, mostly because of the rather 
obscure nature of the script, since he has a great deal 
of talent which was not fully exploited here. 

Music was mostly provided by the Midweek band, 
led by Eric Wetherall and their ethnic waistcoats and 
caps added atmosphere and colour. Their music was 
accomplished, but perhaps more could have been 
used to liven the gaps between the scenes which were 
sometimes rather long. 

The costumes, once again organised by the experi- 
enced team of Sue Todd and Phyllis Watson, were ex- 
cellent and the attention to detail paid off. Most 
memorable were the costumes of the band, since their 
bright attire complemented their music, while the ma- 
mas wore their bright ethnic dress with aplomb. 

Sue Coulson’s set too, provided much colour and 
humorous detail. The giant mobile was spectacular 
and an inspiration, though perhaps the promises of 
excellence suggested by its presence did not always 
materialise. 

The production was a home-grown piece put to- 
gether by Sue Wigham, Stewart Summers, Eric 
Wetherall and members of the drama club, and was a 
brave venture into experimental drama, mostly greatly 
enjoyed and appreciated by its audiences. 

HAM 


Telephone: 62805—69180 


F BILTONG, 
0 A WIDE 
OLD MEATS 


A. Wade F4 
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Athletics 1999 


SPORTS 


Back Row:- Le 
D. Swemmer, B. Watson, G. Takavarasha. 
Fourth Row:- S 
R 
Third Row- M 
A 
S. Bristow. 
Second Row'- R 
G. Paunganwa. 
Front Row:- S. 
B. Sithole, H. Maclaren, S. Gandari, F. Musa. 


This year Falcon’s athletics did not 
reach the same heights as the 1997 and 
1998 seasons. Near the end of 1998 Mrs 
Lindner yet again started early with a 
squad training programme but the en- 
thusiasm and motivation in this squad 
was definitely not the same as the previ- 
ous years. After mid-term in the first 
term Mr Lindner, Dr Cunningham, and 
Mr Randle started to train the bulk of 
the athletes. 

The first meeting was held in Harare 
and Falcon participated for the first time 


in a Peterhouse Invitation meeting. Falcon came fifth; 


ATHLETICS TEAM 1999 
Glover, F. Chivaura, J. Musvosvi, J. Versveld, R. Stewart, T. Mangezi, T. Moyo, M. Munson, A. Carruthers-Smith, 


Sithole, S. Mashingaidze, J. Roselt, T. Mashengele, C. McCallum, V. Hlabanganwa, J. Soullier, A. Mureverwi, 
Ashby, G. Wade, M. Gwaze, M. Nesbitt, L. Coulson, T. Machiwenyika, D. Williams. 

Mashanyare, B. Chingono, E. Gwangwadza, S. White, R. Swemmer, G. Fawcett, T. Dzwairo, M. Nkala, 
McTaggart, R. Ashworth, |. Austin, A. Minter-Brown, M. Quenet, T. Musekiwa, A. Sayer, F. Mafurirano, 


Stotter, T. Madondo, M. Nkala, Dr. H. Cunningham, |. Esat (Capt.), Mr. G. Lindner, A. Heili, M. Wheeler, 


Taggart, H. Ndebele, H. Henderson, T. Odendaal, K. Mashingaidze, K. Mangezi, R. Smith, R. Marsh, 


ality that Falcon athletics is still way 
behind in comparison to the Harare 
schools. However, our boys did their 
best as one would always expect from 
any Falcon boy. Heili, Stotter, Wheeler 
and Mangezi did us proud on the day 
with some remarkable achievements. 
Once again the interschools relay meet- 
ing was held at CBC and Falcon was 
very lucky to escape a defeat against 
CBC. The last relay races were can- 
celled due to rain, and at that stage 
Falcon and CBC were tied. 


The Falcon boys started to train very hard during 


even behind Plumtree. Although the conditions were the last two weeks of the term. The Interschools meet- 
new and somewhat unfamiliar it brought back the re- ing was held once again at Falcon. Falcon won the 


meeting and the win was quite significant in the sense 
that Falcon was able to beat a strong Plumtree team 
which had 3 weeks earlier beaten us convincingly in 
Harare. It just shows what a bit of committed training 
can do. 

Internally much excitement took place. For some 
years Hervey House had been the winners but this 
year Founders won convincingly on Founders Day. 

Falcon is going to miss senior athletes like Nkala, 
Esat, Heili and Madondo. Nkala and Esat (Senior Vic- 
tor Ludorum Winner) did extremely well in the jumps 
and sprints throughout their school careers and both 
boys have several records behind their names. Heili 
once again broke a few National shot put records this 
year. Madondo came out of the “wood-work” in his fi- 
nal year at school and performed extremely well in the 
sprints. For the future we are eagerly looking forward 
to some good performances from the following senior 
boys: Stotter, Wheeler, Soullier, Mangezi, Mashin- 
gaidze and Mashengele. The following junior boys de- 
serve mention: Austen, Chivaura, Mangezi (jnr), Mash- 
ingaidze (jnr), Gondari, Nkala (jnr) and Swemmer (jnr). 


The Pied Piper ? 


Special thanks must go to the following who played 


an important role in the athletics season: 

e [Johnston for catering 

e San Sisters for their invaluable help and support 

e A. Coulson and his groundstaff for maintaining an 
immaculate field throughout the dry season. 

e The coaching staff: Dr Cunningham, Mr Randle, 
Mr Lazar and Mrs Linder. Thanks for all your hard 
work and expertise 


e The following school-boys for their assistance in ad- 
ministration and organisation : C. Swart, S Patsika 
and “King Rat’, P. Johnson 

e To all the officials thanks yet again for all your 
hard work and efficiency. 

e Last but not least to all the House captains and 
the school captain I. Esat. Thank you all for your 
assistance. 


Awards 
Honours: I. Esat, M Nkala, A. Heili 
Colours: R Stotter, M Wheeler, T Madondo 
50 Club: (Re-awards) 

G Paunganwa, J Musvosvi, 

D Swemmer 
50 Club: R.Stewart, J. Soullier, J. Versfeld, 


S. Mashingaidze, T. Moyo, 
T Mashengele, F. Chivaura, T. Mangezi 


GL 


Basketball 1999 


1ST TEAM BASKETBALL “‘BLUEDEVILS” 
Back Row:- F. Chivaura, S.T. Munyati, W.T. Nyamana, T. Mangezi, T.V. Moyo, R.M. Khumalo, T. Tendengu, 
Front Row:- V.P. Dube, T.M. Busuman, Mr. S. Maramba (Coach), G.T. Paunganwa (Capt.), F.A.B. Chamoto, 


T.D. Mseka, J.M. Musvosvi. 


The 1999 season 
was not as success- 
ful as the previous 
seasons, _ particu- 
larly for the first 
team who met with 
limited success. 
However, one out- 
standing feature of 
the team was the 
high level of skills 
among the players. 
The season was 
dominated by fix- 
tures against 
schools in Mata- 
beleland South. The 
province is trying to 
come up with an improved basketball structure in the 
near future. Cyrene is still the organiser of our league. 
Falcon College was in charge of boys’ fixtures for 1st 
and 34 Terms. During the first term our first team 
played the following matches : 


)) 


CG 
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vs Cyrene W 31-10 
vs Mzingwane W 13-10 
vs Plumtree W 74-42 


We also played against traditional rivals in Bula- 
wayo with these results : 


vs Milton L 36-44 
visy CBG. W 41-26 
vs Thlathi W 37-25 


During the first term the First Team was invited to 


the Super 8 Cup tournament at Prince Edward, Ha- 
rare. This is an annual tournament where top basket- 
ball playing schools are invited. This shows that our 
rating is high among basketball playing schools in the 
country. Here are our results : 

vs Prince Edward L 19-31 

vs Harare International School W 29-18 

vs Nyanga High L 24-36 


The following boys were selected for the provincial 
squad that took part in the inter-provincial tourna- 
ment at Northlea High School in April 
M Mutwale, L Tsatsa 
G Paunganwa, T Busuman, F Chamoto, 

S Munyati, T Mangezi, T Moyo 


U16: 
U20 : 


eRe eee 


Falcon College hosted the Carvalho Trophy at the 
beginning of the third term. In the round robin stage 
our First Team played the following matches : 


vs Mzingwane W 36-8 
vs JZ Moyo W 33-17 
vs Phakamani W 73-8 


In the semi final, Falcon played Plumtree and won 
44-20 but in the final lost 13-16 to Cyrene. This tour- 
nament was also used as a qualifier for the Layland 
Shield. Therefore, Cyrene qualified to represent Mata- 
beleland South in the Layland Shield at Mazoe High 
School. 


First Team awards: 


50 Club VP DUBE, FAB CHAMOTO, 
RM KHUMALO, ST MUNYATI, 
JM MUSVOSVI, TV MOYO 

Colours GT PAUNGANWA, T MANGEZI, 


TM BUSUMAN 
Junior basketball teams have played well during 
the 1999 season. The U16 played the following games 
in first term : 


vs Plumtree D 16-16 
vs Thlathi W 24-14 
vs Thlathi W 26-16 
vs Cyrene W 13-5 

vs Mzingwane W 13-10 


During the third term these were the results : 


ve C.BUC. W 12-8 
vs Milton W 22-14 
vs Gifford W 20-18 
vs Milton L 22+25 
vs Thlathi W 31-12 
vs Plumtree W 22-14 


The U16s took part in the Munyati Trophy, hosted 
by Falcon College. In the round robin stage we played : 
vs Gifford W 24-12 
vs Milton W 23-15 
In the semi final we lost 16-18. This was a very 
successful season for the U16 team. 
The U15 team played the following matches during 
first term : 


vs Thlathi W 37-4 
vs (C.B:G. W 13-4 
vs Thlathi D 24-24 
vs Plumtree W 16-5 


In Third Term they played the following games : 


vi CB. e W 14-6 
v Milton W 16-11 
v Gifford W 10-9 
v Thlathi W 10-2 
v Gifford W 12-6 
v Milton W 18-14 


To try to develop basketball at early stages, the 
province has introduced an U14 league. Here are the 
results of the games we played 


vs Embakwe W 18-8 
vs Cyrene W 12-10 
vs Mzingwane W 24-6 
vs Plumtree L 28-12 
vs Gifford W 10-9 


The overall performance of the junior teams was 
very encouraging. The future of basketball at the Col- 
lege is bright. 

The boys were very keen in the inter-House compe- 
titions. The junior standings were as follows: 


1. Oates 2.Tredgold 3. Founders 
5. George Grey 6. Chubb 

The senior standings were as follows : 
1.Chubb 2. George Grey 3.Hervey 4. Founders 
5. Oates 6 Tredgold 

I am pleased to note that basketball has become a 
very popular sport at the College. I thank all those who 
have supported the sport one way or another. 


4. Hervey 


TK 


1ST XT 


This was a richly talented group of youngsters who 
played some very fine cricket on occasions, particu- 
larly at the schools’ festival, but who ultimately failed 
to do themselves justice in their final year. This was 
disappointing, particularly as the root cause was com- 
placency. 

The batting was very strong, and a characteristic of 
the team was that very few wickets were lost through- 
out the year. At the festival, for example, the team only 
lost eleven wickets in four matches. It is ironic, there- 
fore, that it was a pathetic surrender by the batsmen 
that handed victory to a deserving Lomagundi team 
early in the third term. Overall, though, the batting left 
little to be desired - and ran the range from the fight- 
ing half-century from Gordon Brown that won the first 
term fixture with Peterhouse, to the scintillating 72 off 
36 balls from Taff Madondo against the same opposi- 
tion in the third term. 

The bowling was workmanlike, but lacked penetra- 
tion following injuries to Nkala and Crouch. The attack 
was seldom punished, but seldom bowled the opposi- 
tion out. This made them an effective unit in a limited 
overs context, but resulted in several draws in the 
longer games. Having said this, however, two hat- 
tricks were performed in 1999 - by G.Ewing vs Plum- 
tree and M. Nkala vs Peterhouse. 

The fielding, as last year, ranged from outstanding 
to weak — in the same innings! Concentration alone 
was the problem, and the players will have to hone 
their self-discipline to maintain their concentration at 
the highest level in the future. Gavin Ewing and Mike 
Sherren showed what could be done with maximum 
commitment in the third term. 

Having said all this, a final comment is valid. This 


1st XV CRICKET 
Back Row:- A. Harley, M. Ferreira, J. Crouch, C. McCallum, M. Bryant, J. Nicolle, M. McKillop, M. Sherren, 
A. Griffiths. 
Front Row:- T. Madondo, G. Ewing, M. Nkala (Capt.), Mr. D. Grant, G. Croxford, G. Brown, M. Munson. 


team has functioned as a unit since form one, and de- 
veloped into a cheerful group who enjoyed life as much 
as their cricket. This made them a pleasure to work 
with. In this context they probably lacked the “killer 
instinct” to maximise their results. This is no crime — 
they will develop the cutting edge as individuals in the 
future. As a team they have had fun, given pleasure 
and achieved a good record. I wish them all good for- 
tune for the future. 


Critique of the 1ST XI 


M. NKALA (Captain) - His is a very real talent, and it 
was frustrating that injury hampered his contribution 
in his final year. He has achieved a distinguished ca- 
reer at the college, despite injury and various National 
commitments curtailing his 1st XI appearances. He is a 
very strong prospect for Zimbabwe's cricket future 


G. BROWN (Vice Captain) - is a hard-working, no 
frills opening batsman, who has lacked consistency 
but has played some very important innings. He de- 
serves commendation for the role he played, standing 
in as captain when Nkala was injured. 


M. MUNSON - He has been an outstanding 1st XI bats- 
man, averaging 58 in 1999, and 43 over his three year 
career. 


T. MADONDO - He is an exciting stroke player, who 
only needs to harness his concentration to fulfil his 
potential. The same can be said for his wicket-keeping. 


G. CROXFORD - He is an unorthodox, aggressive 
batsman. As such, he tends to be inconsistent but has 
played some memorable innings. 


M. McKILLOP - He is another hard-hitting and unor- 
thodox batsman, and at his best is a fine fielder. 


G. EWING - He was the leading wicket-taker in 1999, 
and he also played two match winning innings, so he 
enjoyed a fine year. 


M. BRYANT - He produced some good spells of bowl- 
ing, and is a good prospect for next year. 


C. McCALLUM - He did a good job with his leg-spin 
this year, and bowled particularly well against good 
batsmen. The team owes him a great deal. 


M. SHERREN - He is a very talented leg spinner, and 
he has worked hard on his game. He earned his na- 
tional selection. 


A. HARLEY - He made promising progress, and is a 
real prospect for the next two years. 


J. CROUCH - He is a very promising seam bowler, and 
it is a shame that injury brought his 1st XI career toa 
premature close. 


H.J.A. GRIFFITHS - He has been a thoroughly loyal 
and committed scorer. Thank you. 


Also played: M. Ferreira, J. Nicolle, D. Swemmer. 


Awards 

HONOURS: M. Nkala (re-award) G. Croxford, 
G.Ewing, M.Munson. 

COLOURS: G.Brown, T.Madondo, C.McCallum, 
M. Sherren. 

50 CLUB: J.Crouch, M.Bryant (re-awards), 


A. Harley, M.McKillop, 
H.Griffiths (scorer) 


1ST XI Results 1999 

ist Term 

vs Milton 

Falcon 254-5 dec. (Munson 66, Croxford 52, 
Ewing 50 not out, McKillop 41 not out) 
Milton 42 (Sherren 4-3, M Nkala 4-7). 
Falcon won by 212 runs. 


vs Plumtree 

Plumtree 131 (Ewing 5-19) 
Falcon 123-4 (Munson 33) 
Match drawn (Rain). 


vs St. George’s 

St. George’s 163 (McCallum 4-32) 

Falcon 164-5 (Ewing 45 not out, McKillop 32 not out) 
Falcon won by 5 wickets. 


vs St. John’s 

Falcon 234-8 dec. (Madondo 88, Croxford 45) 
St. John’s 107-9 (Nkala 4-15) 

Match drawn. 


vs Peterhouse (Limited overs) (Rain interrupted) 
Peterhouse 157-5 (McCallum 3-25) 

Falcon 160-6 (Brown 53, Nkala 41) 

Falcon won by 4 wickets. 


SENIOR SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 


vs Churchill (limited overs) 
Churchill 200-7 

Falcon 204-5 (Ewing 41 not out) 
Falcon won by 5 wickets. 


vs Giggleswick (U.K.) (limited overs) 
Falcon 261-3 (Munson 125, Brown 72) 
Giggleswick 167-8 

Falcon won by 94 runs. 


vs St. George’s (limited overs) 

St. George’s 172-7 (Sherren 3-38) 
Falcon 174-1 (Madondo 93 not out, 
Munson 62 not out; 

Falcon won by 9 wickets. 


vs St. John’s (limited overs) 

St. John’s 194 (Sherren 3-33) 
Falcon 195-2 (Croxford 90 not out, 
Munson 79 not out) 

Falcon won by 8 wickets. 


37d Term 


vs Lomagundi (limited overs) 
Falcon 138 (Madondo 50) 
Lomagundi 141-5 

Lomagundi won by 5 wickets. 


vs Milton 

Milton 68 (Croxford 5-11, Bryant 3-22) 

Falcon 208-5 dec. (Croxford 76 not out, Harley 48) 
Milton 69-8 (Sherren 3-21) 

Falcon won on 1st innings by 7 wickets. 


vs C.B.C. (limited overs) 

C.B.C. 191-9 (McCallum 3-25) 
Falcon 192-3 (Munson 78 not out) 
Falcon won by 7 wickets. 


vs Plumtree (limited overs) 
Falcon 188-8 (Harley 68) 
Plumtree 147 (McCallum 4-35) 


Falcon won by 41 runs. 


vs Peterhouse 

Peterhouse 281-8 dec. (Nkala 4-76) 
Falcon 236-4 (Munson 81, Madondo 72) 
Match drawn. 


vs Peterhouse (limited overs) 

Peterhouse 274-8 (Ewing 3-38, Brown 3-53) 

Falcon 269-7 (Harley 59 not out, Nkala 57, Brown 52) 
Peterhouse won by 5 runs. 


DG 


2nd XI Cricket 


A lively (sometimes too lively) group consisting of a 
mixture of experienced U6, L6, some talented Form 4s 
and a Form 3. They were captained by Allen Ross and 
were generally very successful, whitewashing most lo- 
cal opposition and losing only to Peterhouse in two 
tight matches. Overconfidence was the team’s greatest 
weakness, especially when playing good Peterhouse 
sides preceded by a series of easy wins. 

Most of the batsmen came off at one time or an- 
other. J.Crouch, R.Blythe-Wood, A.Ross, C.Kennedy, 
A.Cumming, A.Harley, A.Corken all scored 50 or more. 
The team batted down to No.10. The bowlers tended to 
be wayward at times, but were allowed to take wickets 
due to the weakness of the opposition in many 
matches. M.Nicolle, I-A.Esat, C.Kennedy, M.Ferreira, 
A.Corken, D.Swemmer, K.Ewing and B.Raath all had 
varying degrees of success during the year. 

The team played aggressive, attractive cricket and 
showed spirit even when their backs were to the wall. 
Competition to get into the team was high and those 
who played enjoyed themselves. 


MAC 


3rd XT Cricket 


Once again, the 3rd XI suffered from lack of fix- 
tures — particularly as circumstances precluded us 
from playing in the Bulawayo reserve league this year. 
The players showed commendable enthusiasm, and 
will have the opportunity to excel in 2000 - with 9 1s 
XI places and an entire 2nd XI to fill. 


DJF 


U16A Cricket 


This has been an enthusiastic side if not the most 
talented, strangely at their best when fighting a rear 
guard action. The batting has depended on the highly 
consistent Brownlee. 

Bowling honours have been shared but White de- 
serves a mention for his fine efforts and progress over 
the season. 


RBH 
U16B Cricket 
This has been a particularly enjoyable group to 
have been associated with because of the excellent 
spirit which prevailed throughout the year. It has been 
a successful season with only one defeat and one 
match being drawn, against Peterhouse and C.B.C. 
respectively (out of the eight games played.) 
J.Sithole captained the side in an able manner 
setting a good example as a competent all rounder. 


B.Hein, who was “discovered” only during the third 
term, proved to be a reliable wicket keeper. KC Mabeza 
(108 not out against Milton) and AR Hindson are to be 
commended for some fine performances with the bat 
while GJ Veale and newcomer J Conolly also showed 
promise as run makers. 

MZ Matchaba was outstanding as a spin bowler, 
his best being 4 wickets for 3 runs against Milton. 
Other bowlers of note were AR Hindson, J Sithole, GJ 
Veale and K Mabeza. 

Regular members of the team included J Sithole 
(Capt), KC Mabeza, J Conolly, Y Chadzinya, I Stephen- 
son, AR Hindson, MZ Matchaba, AJ Sayer, GJ Veale, 
D Carruthers-Smith (first term), L Taylor and S Web- 
ster. 


ACB 


U15A Cricket 


This is a very talented side, which has not been de- 
feated although they have been forced to several 
draws. The main strength lies in the batting. The bowl- 
ing has often lacked penetration and there has not 
been sufficient accuracy shown to put our opponents 
under pressure. 

Austen has dominated the batting scoring over 
1100 runs and only going out twice. He is a very confi- 
dent, determined batsman who demonstrated his abil- 
ity on numerous occasions. Quenet and McTaggart are 
sound and effective batsman, both capable of building 
up a good innings. R. Ashworth is a natural batsman 
but he must straighten out his shots if he is to develop 
to his full potential. 


This side has a useful pace attack with Austen, 
Quenet and Ashworth. Badcock waited until the last 
game to show his real ability. Marisa was the most 
consistent and accurate spinner. Nesbitt has the abil- 
ity to develop into an effective leg spinner but lacks 
confidence. 


Crouch is a natural wicket keeper with consider- 
able talent. His knowledge of the game was a great 
asset. Quenet took over the captaincy in the third 
term and very quickly made an impact on the side. He 
set an excellent example in the field. Nesbitt was the 
most outstanding fielder, who took a number of im- 
pressive catches. 


JFS 


U15B Cricket 


This year this team has been very successful, win- 
ning all matches except for the last match against Pe- 
terhouse. 

By and large the team batted and bowled well, but 
their fielding let them down. They allowed runs to be 
scored which should never have been scored and they 
dropped a fair number of catches. Their good batting 
and tight bowling overcame their weakness in the 
field. Special mention must be made of a couple of 
good individual performances: F.Malenga’s unbeaten 
126 against Plumtree; F.Musa’s 46 and 50 against C. 
B.C. and Plumtree respectively; B. McCallum and J. 
Raath as leading wicket takers this year; G.Hodges for 
his sterling job as a wicket keeper and C.Cumings for 
his particularly good fielding and some great catches. 


OCF 


U14A Cricket 


It has been a good season for the Under 14A with 7 
wins 4 draws O losses. They are a promising age 
group. The team has worked together well and has not 
been reliant on any particular individual. Most of the 
team down to number 7/8 can bat reasonably well. 
the most promising batsmen are G.Manchip, §. 
Williams and S.Martin. The pick of the bowlers are K. 
Mangezi (shades of M.Nkala) S.Williams (left arm spin) 
and D.Stewart (right arm spin). The team has been led 
by J.Badcock, who shows great promise. He is also the 
best fielder that has been seen in our under 14 age 
group for several years. 


WAR 


U14B Cricket 


The team played 8 games during the year winning 
5 and losing 3. There was healthy competition to get 
into the team and no lack of enthusiasm to practise in 
the nets. 

Roberts A.J., Howes M.O. and Corken B.M. all 
proved to be useful with the bat. While Corken B.M., 
Howes M.O., Henderson H.C. and White M. were all 
useful bowlers. By far the biggest weakness in the 
team, whether batting or bowling, was a lack of con- 
sistency. The appropriate technique was present but 
concentration and control often let the players down 
preventing them from performing really well. 


SAC 
Thanks 
Falcon cricket owes a strong vote of thanks to the 
following: 


Alistair Coulson and his ground staff; lan Johnston 
and his caterers; Lew Watson and his administration 
staff (particularly Joan Bancroft); The staff who coach 
and umpire. 


National Representatives 1999 
Under 19- M.Nkala (Captain) G.Croxford, G.Ewing, 
M.Munson, M.Sherren. 
Under 16-— C.Brownlee, I.Austen. 
Under 14 A team —- G.Manchip, S.Williams. 
B team — J.Badcock (Captain), K.Mangezi, 
S.Martin, R.Waghorn. 


I. Austen 1999 

Ian Austen achieved a remarkable record for the 
Under 15A team in 1999. A right hand batsman and 
right arm opening bowler, he recorded the following 
statistics for the year. 


vs Milton 100 notout 2 for9 

vs Plumtree 96 not out 

vs St. George’s : 115 4 for 33 

vs St. John’s 117 notout 2 for14 

vs Peterhouse : 82 not out 1 for 6 

vs Lomagundi 108 not out 6 for 27 and 3 for 43. 
vs Milton 133 not out 8 for 18 

VS €:B.C. : 61 


220 not out 
86 not out 


vs Peterhouse 
vs Churchill 


4 for 82 


Averages: 
Batting : 1117 runs, average 558,5 
Bowling : 30 wickets for 347 runs, average 11,6. 


This perfomance resulted in his selection for the 
Zimbabwe Under 16 team to attend P.G.Bison Week 
in December. 


House Cricket 1999 : Senior : Founders 
Junior : George Grey 


DG 


(Pvt) Ltd. 


94b, R. Mugabe Way, Bulawayo 


P.O. Box FM 217, Famona 
Telephone: 68667, 68668 
Fax: 72707 


Incorporates: Pluscare—9th Avenue 
Plus 2—Salaamat Mews 


OPEN UNTIL 9:00 P.M. 
365 days of the year 


Cross Country 1999 


CROSS COUNTRY 
From left:- J.M. Musvosvi, T.J. Glover, Mr. G.E. Lindner, G.T. Paunganwa, M.D. Wheeler, J.A.C. Soullier. 


1999 saw a new ap- 
proach to Cross 
Country, with a new 
training regime 
keenly advocated by 
Mr Lindner and Dr H 
Cunningham. The 
benefits of this re- 
gime were evident in 
the interhouse com- 
petition; a more com- 
petitive edge was ap- 
parent amongst indi- 
viduals and fitness 
levels were indeed 
much higher than 
before. 

Both Inter-House 
competitions saw 
well-fought battles, 
particularly between George Grey and Hervey who bat- 
tled for first place in both competitions. George Grey 
won the Inter-House Relays and Hervey gained victory 
in the Inter-House Long Course. 


Individual results were as follows: 


RACE WINNER TIME 

Junior Relay Course M. Nesbitt (George Grey) 12:50 min 
Senior Relay Course T. Glover (George Grey) 11: S5Omin 
Junior Long Course  S. White (Oates) 22: 55 min 
Senior Long Course M. Wheeler (Oates) 20:40 min 


What must be noted is that the two individual win- 
ning times for the Long Course are accounted for as 


records due to a slight change in course, which oc- 
curred with the rebuilding of the boundary fence by 
the Laundry. 

Special thanks must go to the San sisters for their 
medical support. Thanks must also go to the represen- 
tatives in the Houses and the captain, George Paun- 
ganwa, who ensured the efficient carrying out of train- 
ing programmes. 


Awards: 
Colours: M Wheeler 
SO Club: T Glover, G Paunganwa 


A group before the race—still smiling! 


Golf 1999 
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Ns adele 
Captain — K.H. Chiota 


Falcon golf has been very suc- 
cessful for both the first team and 
for several individuals who were se- 
lected to play for provincial or na- 
tional sides. This success can be 
attributed to Mr. Dooner’s time and 
the effort he has put into golf at Falcon. 

The golf team has not been overly busy this year 
but when we did play, we competed well. In the second 
term the first team took on an unbeaten Pinetown 
team, a touring side from South Africa, that had over- 
whelmed all the Mashonaland schools. It was a stable- 
ford points game; Falcon scored 256 point and Pine- 
town 216 - we won by 40 points. In the pairings we 
won 7 and lost 1. In the inter-schools tournament at 
Ruwa the team played very well as we finished off as 
the runners-up, coming in one shot behind St. John’s. 

The inter-house tournament in the third term saw 
Founders as the victors closely beating Chubb and 
Oates by 4 and 5 points respectively. Tredgold came 
4h, Hervey Sth and George Grey 6th, 

To top off a good year, five Falcon boys were se- 
lected to represent their provinces at the inter- 
provincials in Mutare. These were: for Midlands, B. 
Corbett, who was also captain, for Matabeleland, K.H. 
Chiota, S.Broadbent, P.Johnson and C.Smithdorf. 
These boys all ranked in the top 8 of the Matabeleland 
points board. This is a sure sign that golf in 1999 at 


Hockey 1999 


1st XI Hockey 


The 1st team squad started off the season very well, 
with a highly successful tour to Natal with the Rugby 
team. During this tour they won all their matches, play- 
ing hockey of a high standard. The tour prepared the 
team well for the Inter-cities tournament held early in the 
season, where they were the overall winners of the tour- 
nament, for the second year in a row. However, disap- 
pointment set in as the team displayed a certain amount 
of overconfidence. This was aggravated even more by the 
many changes made in the team throughout the season 
due to injuries. (See Results for individual match scores) 


1ST TEAM GOLF 


Back Row:- I. Austen, S. Broadbent, B. Corbett, C. Smithdorf. 
Front Row:- P. Johnson, G. McKechnie, K. Chiota, J. Soullier. 


Falcon was of better quality than before and we hope 
there will be an even greater improvement in 2000. 
Several people have been instrumental in seeing 
Falcon golf reach the heights that it has reached and 
must be thanked. First of all I would like to thank the 
members of my first team G.McKechnie, J.Soullier, P. 
Johnson, B.Corbett, S.Broadbent, I.Austen and C. 
Smithdorf, for the time they have put into making golf 
at Falcon what it is today. Mr. Dooner must be 
thanked for his continued support of Falcon golf. The 
donation of golf balls by Mr. Parsons has helped us 
greatly and we thank him and finally Bulawayo Golf 
Club for the courtesy of the course throughout 1999, 


Awards 

50 Club B.Corbett 

Colours K.H.Chiota 
P. Johnson 


S.Broadbent 


KHC 


The high quality of Falcon College Hockey was re- 
flected in the S members of the 1st XI who made the na- 
tional schools side, with M. McKillop representing the Na- 
tional Men’s side which participated in the All Africa 
Games. Looking at the overall 1999 results it must be 
noted that the quality of Hockey this season was ex- 
tremely high, this good work is encouraging to all at the 
College, who look forward to a promising new season. 
Taking all into consideration, lessons were learnt and by 
the end of the season the spirit of the team was high and 
so was their level of commitment, skill and determina- 
tion, setting a solid foundation for next year. 

The team was captained by M. McKillop, undoubtedly 
one of the most talented and experienced players Falcon 
has ever had. He not only commanded the respect of the 
team with his exceptional sporting talent, but also by his 


1ST X1 HOCKEY 
Back Row:- V. Dube, M. Springer, P. Chadzamira, M. Whaley, S. Wilson, V. Hlabanganwa, M. Ferreira. 
Front Row:- G. Ewing, M. Munson, I. Esat, M. McKillop, G. Croxford, D. Chitrin, J. Soullier, G. Whiley. 


understanding of the game, his commitment and superb 
leadership qualities. He must take credit for uniting and 
guiding the team through a long and challenging season, 
leading by example, creating and ensuring a high 
standard of discipline, while at the same time making 
sure co-operation and competition was ever present. G. 
Ewing, a committed keeper, played a critical role in the 
team’s campaign, winning many a match for the team. J. 
Soullier & G. Whiley were solid defence players, both 
showing exceptional understanding of the game. 

M. Munson’s hard work and commitment made him a 
skilful and solid defence player. 

D. Chitrin & M. Ferreira’s constant high work rate 
made them very reliable and with G. Croxford in the 
midfield this unit worked hard in defence, linking very 
well with the strikers. Croxford’s runs through the mid- 
field often penetrated the opposition’s defence, creating 
many goal-scoring opportunities. Unfortunately due to 
injury M. Whaley was unable to play as many games as 
he should have, but with his speed and high work rate he 
gave reliable support to the team when called upon. P. 
Chadzamira improved as the season progressed, his 
speed and ‘are’ enabling him to score many goals. I-A. 
Esat was an invaluable member of the team, his skill and 
pace setting up countless scoring opportunities as well as 
enabling him to score many sensational goals. M. 
Springer, V. Dube & S. Wilson each gave reliable service 
to the side and will be valuable players next season. 

The 1st Hockey team would like to thank Mrs Pat 
Buckle for the wealth of knowledge and experience 
shared with the team, and for her tremendous input and 
patience over the season, especially during the Natal 
tour. Mr Porge Williams is thanked for his help both on 
and off the field. Special thanks go to the 1s‘ XV Rugby 
team for their enthusiastic and constant encouragement, 
which bridged the gap between the two sports, and lifted 
the hockey team out of many trying situations. It was in- 


deed a memorable season, saddened only by the fact that 
we are saying goodbye to many exceptional hockey play- 
ers. 


Hockey at Falcon 

The other senior teams had their share of successes, 
but sometimes matches were cancelled and so senior 
team matches were a bit thin on the ground, with some 
teams only playing 2 matches during the season. Junior 
hockey had a good number of matches and again results 
were fairly good. The U14A team were the only junior 
team to win all their matches, having only 2 goals scored 
against them during the season, both by Peterhouse. The 
U14B team fared almost as well, drawing its match 
against Petra U14A team. The U16B team were also un- 
beaten, drawing two of their matches. The U16A team 
was not comprised of individual talent, but they played 
well as a team and towards the end of the season were 
showing a great deal of promise and had good team 
spirit. 

Again this year an umpiring course was run for senior 
Hockey players, and once again the boys themselves felt 
that as players they had improved their understanding of 
the rules and their interpretation, and also their empathy 
with umpires. The top 5 umpires were A-graded for the 
first time since the inception of the course, with eight 
graded as B and 9 as C. 

The inter-house competitions were keenly contested, 
with the senior cup being won convincingly by Hervey, 
and the junior cup going to Tredgold after a draw with 
Hervey on points forced the winners to be decided on 
penalty flicks. A Super league, run along the same lines 
as Mini league, was introduced for seniors this year for 
the first time, and seemed to be very popular. The compe- 
tition was won by George Grey. The mini league was won 
by Oates. 
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Natal Tour Results: 
Hilton (11-1), Michaelhouse (3-2), Westville (3-1), 
Kearsney (3-1), Pinetown (3-1), John Ross (4-1) 


Intercities Tournament: 
St. Georges (4-1), Peterhouse (3-1), 
Prince Edward (3-1), St. Johns (3-1) 


Interzonal Tournament: 
St. Georges(1-2), Peterhouse (1-4), Eaglesvale (1-0), 
St. Johns (4-2) 


lst vs Lomagundi (4-2) 
24 vs Girls College 1st (4-1) 
3" vs Gifford U16A (1-1) 


Representation: 
Zimbabwe Open Men: 
Zimbabwe Schools: 


M.G. McKillop 

G.M. Croxford, I.-A. Esat, 
M.G. McKillop (Capt.), 
M.G. Munson, 

J.A.C. Soullier 

G.M. Croxford, I.-A. Esat, 
M.G. McKillop (Capt.), 
M.G. Munson, 

J.A.C. Soullier 

G.M. Croxford, I.-A. Esat, 
M.G. McKillop, 

J.A.C. Soullier 

M.G. McKillop (Capt.), 
G.M. Croxford, I.-A. Esat, 


Rugby 1999 
Rugby at the College 


Zimbabwe U18: 


Matabeleland Men: 


Matabeleland U18A: 


The last season of the 
millennium was yet an- 
other successful one for 
rugby at Falcon. The 
U14B’s were yet again 
unbeaten and the 2n4’s, 
3rd’s, 4th’s and U15B’s 
lost only one match 
each. 96 matches were 
played; 66 won; 3 drawn 
and 27 lost. Points for 


M.G. Munson, G.D. Whiley, 
G.M. Ewing, J.A.C. Soullier 
P. Chadzamira, V.P. Dube, 
M.A. Ferreira 

G.M. Croxford, I.-A. Esat, 
M.G. Munson, G.D. Whiley, 
G.M. Ewing, J.A.C. Soullier 
D.B. Bennett, K.A. Ewing, 
M.J. Springer, S.M. Wilson 
D.B. Bennett, K.A. Ewing, 
M.J. Springer, E.D.Stubbs, 
S.M. Wilson 


Matabeleland U18B: 


Matabeleland Schools: 


Zimbabwe Schools U16: 


Matabeleland U16: 


Awards: 
50 Club: D.J. Chitrin, P Chadzamira, V.P. Dube, 
M.A. Ferreira, M.J. Springer, 

M.J. Whaley, S.M. Wilson 

M.G. Munson, J.A.C. Soullier, 

G.D. Whiley, G.M. Ewing 

M.G. McKillop (re-award), I.-A. Esat, 
G.M. Croxford 


Colours: 


Honours: 


Trophies: 

Senior interhouse: 

Junior interhouse: 

Senior Super league winners: 
Junior Mini league winners: 
Most improved senior player: 
Most improved junior player: 


Hervey 
Tredgold 
George Grey 
Oates 

M. J. Springer 
O.M. Grobler 


JL & HC 


2151; against 1037. This reflects the interest, enthusi- 
asm and efforts of the boys as well as the dedication 
and long hours put in by the coaches and their assis- 
tants. 

The depth in the age groups was pleasing, but, as 
in other years, the junior sides were often outweighed 
and outpaced. It seers to even out in the open group. 
Promising players in the U14 group were T.M. Oden- 
daal and J.P. Badcock, while S.N. Martin, B.A. Sithole, 
K.N. Mangezi and R.M. Smith also developed well. The 
team lacked a good fly-half for much of the season, 
but A.J. Roberts formed a useful combination with 
scrum-half Martin towards the end. The U15A’s were a 
talented side, but made the mistake of becoming reli-- 
ant on a single, powerful player - I.D. Austen. Boys 


who performed well were V.W.B. Burdett, L.A. Coul- 
son, G.W. Johnston, M. Mashanyare and D.E. Crouch. 
The U16A’s were outweighed in every match, but 
showed great courage and commitment. D.Jones and 
R.L. Swemmer played consistently well throughout the 
season while 8.D. Davy, D.S. Williams, N. Tarisai, K. 
W. Millar and T.J. Sithole also showed promise. The 
3rd’s and 4th’s enjoyed their rubgy immensely and the 
Greyhounds became a formidable combination by the 
end of the season. Unfortunately the 5th’s and 6th’s 
had no matches largely due to transport constraints. 
Next season a league-type system similar to the junior 
mini-league may have to be set up for boys in the open 
group who do not have matches. The junior mini- 
league was again run most successfully by Sue 
Wigham and her schoolboy assistants. Mini-league 
continues to provide great enjoyment (and fierce com- 
petition) while at the same time producing valuable 


players for the age groups. 

As usual, the rugby season was extremely busy 
and was made even more so this year because the 
Zimbabwe Schools U19 Trials were held at Falcon and 
Hartsfield. Thanks go to the many people who put so 
much hard work into making it a successful event. 
Rugby Secretary, Gift Makwala, played a particularly 
valuable role throughout the season as well as for the 
Trials. Stewart Coulson continued to carry out the ad- 
ministration of rugby efficiently - many thanks to him. 
The pool of referees is shrinking and a number of peo- 
ple willingly assisted, for which we are grateful. All 
those who assisted on match days also deserve men- 
tion. Finally, much gratitude goes to the coaches for 
the pivotal part they play in the year. 


MAC 


IST TEAM RUGBY 
Back Row:- C.D. McCallum, B.A. Watson, R.A. Stewart, M.A. Bryant, E.N.O. Wayoe, D.L.W. Turner. 
Second Row:- A.J. Cumming, R.L. Stotter, C..M. Kennedy, M.B. Nicolle, T. Mangezi, P.J. Crouch, 
G.T. Paunganwa, A.T.B. Jabavu. 
Front Row:- D.B. Swemmer, D.B. Mostert, T.B. Madondo (Vice-Capt.), G.E. Lindner (Coach), 
A.M.H. Cumming (Capt.), M.A. Cumming (Assistant Coach), J.A. Buchanan, M. Nkala, G.A. Henderson. 


First XV Rugby 


Falcon first team started off with a pre-season tour 
to Natal (see attached tour report). As expected we lost 
our matches against Hilton College, Michaelhouse and 
Kearsney. The main objective of any game is to win 
and we failed but we have to pride ourselves on the 
fact that the try count against Hilton was 2 tries each 
and that no points were scored in the second half 
against Michaelhouse. Young players were blooded 
against Kearsney but unfortunately our older players 
played dismally, with the net result of a hiding from 
Kearsney. The final match on tour was played against 
“Hoérskool Richardsbaai” in there own “laager” at 


Richards Bay. Conditions were very tough and strange 
both on and off the field. Our boys had the right men- 
tal attitude to come out as winners. Any tour identifies 
strengths and weaknesses: our forwards were abso- 
lutely superb and only Michaelhouse had the better of 
us but unfortunately our backs were not up to 
scratch. Some changes were made: Nicolle went from 
inside centre to lock, Kennedy from full-back to fly- 
half and Madondo (who had an outstanding tour) 
moved from fly-half to full-back. 

The domestic season can be summarised as fol- 
lows: our forwards outplayed every team and laid the 
foundation for every victory. However, at times we 
were not able to capitalise on our forward’s strength. 
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In attack our backs relied too much on Madondo and 
Swemmer, while they were closely marked by our op- 
ponents. Our defence out wide was always suspect. It 
is true that 12 of our regular players were subjected to 
some serious injuries and most of the injuries oc- 
curred amongst our back-line players which disrupted 
their rhythm. However, every good team should over- 
come any injury problem. We deserved our victories 
but were beaten by better teams on the day. 

Due to our favourable high-scoring victories 
against Milton and Plumtree; 11 Falcon players made 
it into the Matabeleland U2OA side. This side went on 
to beat a strong Harare side, made up of 12 Prince Ed- 
ward boys. 6 Falcon boys deservedly made it into the 
Zimbabwe U20 squad. We continued our winning 
streak with a fortunate away win against Lomagundi. 
They are always a tough nut to crack, especially in 
front of their home crowd and we did well to score 3 
tries to record our first away win at Lomagundi in 8 
years. Lomagundi attacked our weak points out wide 
and credit must go to Madondo who made some bril- 
liant tackles at fullback to ensure that no tries were 
scored against us. 

Our first loss was against a well-drilled Prince Ed- 
ward side at home. We were able to hold them for 50 
minutes and conceded only 3 points, but their 
strength, fitness and finesse came through in the last 
10 minutes and they scored 3 quick tries to underline 
their superiority. On Old Boys day we lost to CBC. The 
excuse for the defeat was that we had to play a strong 
CBC side without 6 of our National players who played 
at Craven Week. This excuse may be valid but hard to 
accept if one looks at the strength of our 2»¢ XV. Our 
National Players came back but our losing streak con- 
tinued: we lost 2 matches against Grey High (a touring 
team from South Africa) and Peterhouse within a 
space of one week. A traditional mid-week game was 
played against the tourists. Being the last game at 
home it was a shame to see and note that our players 
played absolutely appalling Rugby in front of our boys 
and faithful supporters. Rightfully, questions were 
asked about every player’s commitment and coaching 
tactics went through serious evaluation. Three days 
later we travelled up to Marondera to face Peterhouse. 
All credit must go to Peterhouse for their well-deserved 
win. They knew our strengths and weaknesses and 
stuck to a simple but very efficient game plan. 

On the brighter side of things we were able to lift 
our game after defeats. After the Prince Edward defeat, 
2 narrow victories were recorded against Plumtree and 
St John’s. Plumtree in their return match proved to be 
tougher opposition and St John’s certainly had a few 
tricks up their sleeve. The highlight of the season was 
undoubtedly our record win against St George’s and 
with 15 minutes to the end the referee stopped the 
match with the score being 57-0. However it must be 
noted that St George’s were without 2 of their National 
players due to injury. After our losing streak of 3 
matches we had to face a “fired up” CBC side at Harts- 
field for the last match of the season. Falcon had to 
work very hard for a win and we confirmed our domi- 
nance with 3 good tries against one run away try from 
CBC. However CBC nearly took the game away from 
us due to better place-kicking. They camped on our 
try-line for the last S minutes and our defence was lit- 
erally tested to the limit. 

Mostert, Buchanan and Henderson proved to be 
a formidable front row and received a lot of praise 


both in South Africa and in Zimbabwe. Mangezi was 
an absolute revelation at lock and was very well as- 
sisted by Nicolle. Stewart and Bryant were adequate 
replacement locks for an injured Nicolle. Alan Cum- 
ming (as blind-side flanker) and Nkala (open-side 
flank and eighth man) have always been automatic 
choices for the past 3 years. Nkala is well-known for 
his ability but unfortunately his rugby career at 
Falcon has been hampered by injuries since 1997. 
Cumming proved to be an outstanding leader and 
player and it came as no surprise when he was se- 
lected as captain for the National Squad. Originally 
Paunganwa played as an open-side flanker and 
Turner came through strongly at the end of the 
year. McCallum also came on as a flank when 
needed and he never had a bad game. Crouch 
played magnificently at scrum-half position but an 
unfortunate shoulder injury at trials kept him out 
of the National Squad. To the end of the season he 
served the team well at fly-half. Young Andrew 
Cumming replaced Crouch and played superbly, he 
also served the team very well at inside centre. Ken- 
nedy, who played fly-half and full-back, will hon- 
estly admit that he did not reach the same heights 
as last year. Watson, Jabavu and Wayoe also had a 
bad run with injuries and between them they all 
shared the centre and wing positions; when they 
were available. Their “baby replacements” Roselt 
and Mashingaidze did well and are good prospects 
for the future. Swemmer, proved to be the best out- 
side centre in the country. Stotter’s pace as left 
wing enabled him to score a lot of tries. Madondo’s 
ability to join the line at pace and superb defence 
was mentioned and talked about by many and it 
prompted the scouts at Craven Week to approach 
him with various offers. The team missed him sorely 
in the last 3 games when he was absent due to inju- 
ries, 

Personal thanks must go to the following, who as- 
sisted me on the coaching front: Mike Cumming for 
his experienced advice and support, especially when I 
was away with the National Squad at Craven Week. 
Chris Rodgers, Buccy Buchanan and Andy Vincent 
who were always willing to travel from Bulawayo to 
assist the team on request. Chris played an instru- 
mental role in our front row success, Buccy gave some 
valuable assistance to both our scrumhalves. Andy 
introduced a series of new drills and constantly em- 
phasised the bond between forward and backline play. 
His willingness to referee some important matches is 
also greatly appreciated and he was highly praised by 
knowledgeable Rugby followers who included our op- 
position coaches and followers. Old Miltonians Club 
with Brendan Dawson and Brian Beattie in the fore- 
front, gave our boys valuable assistance before we 
went on tour. 

We at Falcon take note of the hard work done by 
the Matabeland Rugby Board, chaired by Bryn Wil- 
liams. The willingness of Matabeleland referees to as- 
sist us never goes unnoticed at Falcon. Zoe Brest de- 
serves special mention for her commitment and effi- 
cient physiotherapy care of our players. 

Last but not least I would like to thank all our 
faithful spectators: this includes school-boys, old boys, 
parents, general supporters : thanks for all your sup- 
port and arm-chair advice. 


G.L, 


Results 


Pre-Season Tour to Natal: 


vs Hilton College lost 12-19 
vs Michaelhouse lost 6 - 24 
vs Kearsney lost 0-27 
vs Hoérskool Richardsbaai won ID= 7 
Season 

vs Milton (home) won 83-8 
vs Plumtree (Hartsfield) won 35-8 
vs Lomagundi (away) won 18-9 
vs Prince Edward (home) lost 0 - 20 
vs Plumtree (home) won 15=5 
vs St George’s (home) won 58 - O 
vs St John’s (home) won 18-5 
vs CBC (home-Old Boys weekend) lost 5-25 
vs Grey High (South Africa) lost 8 - 30 
vs Peterhouse (away) lost 3-14 
vs CBC (Hartsfield) won 15-10 
Representation 


Matabeleland U20A: 
T Madondo, R Stotter, D Swemmer, 
J Crouch, M Nkala, A Cumming (capt), 
M Nicolle, T Mangezi, G Henderson, 
J Buchanan, D Mostert 


Matabeleland U20B: 
G Paunganwa, C Kennedy 


Zimbabwe Schools U19 Craven Week: 
A Cumming (capt), T Madondo, D Swemmer, 
M Nkala, J Buchanan, D Mostert 


Rugby Awards 1999 


Individual Awards: 
The Lionel Reynolds Cup for the most improved 


SEX ADI AV Cle 2 cn aacana cabin caatueumanseacnssenbantnonan J Crouch 
The Don Hatton Cup for the most valuable tight 

POT Wein Ard WS DOVE: ace nisemcctiereeinesterinnrotocre ntececcometcto G Henderson 
The Senior PACU Cup ss csi nemeinseeenmnnatapwesines T Madondo 
The Glen Cup for the most 

PROMISING, U 1G  PlaySn ia vicwiissssiassiowsinaiistractersernseirecastanterst D Jones 
The Turina trophy for the most improved 

WLS lay ene oy ss es ansnamiestenmetesny nmcmmnacmenern quiets G Johnston 
The Dhliwayo Cup for the most promising 

WIG play etic: sracsinnconmtermamsmemimennnennnicte T Odendaal 
The Falcon Rugby Club Junior 

PRAGA MBAS Wt ae-tupmesempuisiilorssinsieniiivamaasieyiehes K Mashanyare 
50 Club: 


C Kennedy (Re-award), M Nicolle, A Jabavu, 
T Mangezi, G Paunganwa, D Turner, 
Andrew Cumming, E Wayoe, R Stotter, 

B Watson, C McCallum 


Colours: 
D Swemmer, J Crouch, G Henderson, 
M Nkala 


Honours: 
J Buchanan, D Mostert, T Madondo, 
Alan Cumming 


D 


90 FIFE STREET & DONCASTER ROAD 
PHONE: 09-62902/62243 
FAX: 09-68797 


For All Types of Glass 


Windscreens 
Paint 
Picture Framing 
Artists Materials 


—————— SSS 


Soccer 1999 


Ist Team Report 


The 1999 season was a very suc- 
cessful one for the lst and 2nd XIs. 
Soccer continues to gain marked 
popularity and our home games are 
well supported by the College. The 
season kicked off with an interna- 
tional friendly match against Grey 
College from Bloemfontein, South Af- 
rica. This was an historic occasion as 
they were the first touring soccer side 
ever to play Falcon. It was an enjoy- 
able and successful visit, not least 
due to our victory on the field in a 
close fought match. 

The district league continued well, 


Falcon playing in the sub zone with How Mine, 
Mvuthu and Sihlengeni. Despite an unpromising start, 
we came back to see off strong competition and win 
this league. Unfortunately we lost to Mzingwane in a 


close match in the next 
round. In addition to 
these local matches we 


1ST XI SOCCER 
Back Row:- T. Mashengele, W. Ncube, F. Chivaura, T. Sango, G. Makwala, F. Chamoto, R. Khumalo, 
I. Chonzi, L. Mlotshwa. 
Front Row:- T. Mukupuki, L. Maine, R. Sithole, R. Zharare (Capt.), Mr. T. Khumalo (Coach), K. Molotsi, 
T. Muza, D. Cruz, J. Muvosvi. 


showpiece for schoolboy soccer. It is 
an interesting statistic that we only 
failed to score in one match and yet 
kept a clean sheet in five. 

The players showed much maturity 
and improvement during the season 
and were good representatives of the 
College both on and off the field. 
Richard Sithole was outstanding in 
the back four, running the defence 
with skill and composure. Rumbi 
Zharare and Kgosi Molotsi were the 
‘engine room’ in midfield, creative and 
hard-working. Zharare also did a 
good job as the team captain. Up 
front Lebo Maine and Farai Chivaura 
gave pace on the wings and service to 


the strikeforce of Danilo Cruz and Rodwell Khumalo. 
The games versus Plumtree and Peterhouse are ones 
that come to mind in showing true determination and 
sportsmanship. With many of the players still at Fal- 


ist Team Results 


Friendlies 


District League 


had friendly matches 

against our traditional | ys Myuthu vs Grey College, SA 
rivals across the country, | ys Sihlengeni vs Plumtree 
notably an exceptional | ys; How Mine vs Prince Edward 
game away to Peter- | vy, vs St George’s 
house. We may have lost vs: CBC. 


but the game was a vs Peterhouse 


con in 2000, we hope the team will continue from 
where they left off in 1999. 

Finally our thanks go to Dairibord Zimbabwe Ltd 
for sponsoring the team kit. 


TK 


It was a good year for soccer at Falcon and very im- 
portantly the players did seem to enjoy it. The visit by 
Grey College was an important first for soccer here 
and it would be good to have more regular matches of 
this sort. The 1st XI led the way with a very good sea- 
son, with far more ups than downs and gave a good 
example to the junior teams. The role of the 1st game 
squad is vital to the development of the sport to create 
enthusiasm, set an example and inspire others to 
equal or better their feats. 

In this context, I have unqualified praise for Danilo 
Cruz and Gift Makwala for their assistance in coach- 
ing the U16 age-group with commitment and intelli- 
gence. They helped to get the best out of what ap- 
peared to be relatively ordinary material. Cruz also 
won my confidence as a sensitive match referee. The 
Ul6s were, indeed, not the most talented group but 
their enthusiasm and efforts to improve were second 
to none. I am desperately sorry that so many teams 
ended up putting out over-age teams against us. 
Joshua Sithole led by example as captain and Unique 
Ndebele particularly impressed me with his defensive 
work. 

The U15s also found life hardgoing with our tradi- 
tional rivals such as Gifford and Northlea proving par- 
ticularly strong and inflicting heavy defeats, but a de- 
served victory against C.B.C. was some compensation. 
Credit goes to captain, Hanani Ndebele, for an out- 
standing season, while Justin Nyoni in defence and 
goalkeeper, Richard Valdal, show much promise for 
the future. Lack of school matches is seriously ham- 
pering the progress of these junior players. Finding a 
solution is not easy! 


The Inter House competitions were as keenly con- 
tested as ever with a high standard of play. Poor refe- 
reeing marred some of the junior games but it is a vital 
part of the learning process for players to accept deci- 
sions they do not like and for senior boys to take 
charge of these games and see exactly what it involves 
to be a referee. 


Soccer results 


P W D L F A 
1st XI 13 9 O 4 34 12 
2nd XI 4 2 1 1 ) 4, 
U16A 5 1 iL 3 4 13 
U16B 2 0) ) 2 1 8 
UISA 3 1 O 2 9 11 
U15B 3 1 1 Ht 10 8 


Leading scorers 
9 RM Khumalo 
i DC Cruz 
5 IG Chonzi, TB Mashengele, KMM Molotsi 


Awards 

Senior House Soccer Cups icc csseneane cons GEORGE GREY 
JUNICr HOUSE: SOCCET Cups nn cia cede ince ndeneasnnn FOUNDERS 
Best Player Trophy (1s! 0) iii a accesnessawasen soiree R SITHOLE 


Most Improved Player Trophy (1st XI) :. KMM MOLOTSI 


Honours 
KMM MOLOTSI, RW ZHARARE 


Colours 
LD MAINE, T MUZA, R SITHOLE 


50 Club 
FAB CHAMOTO, F CHIVAURA, DC CRUZ, 
RM KHUMALO, G MAKWALA, JM MUSVOSVI, 
TS SANGO 


RBH 


aici ten panna 
Squash 1999 . 


= 


1ST TEAM SQUASH 
Back Row:- S.J. Miller, T.J. Glover, B.J. Hindson. 
Front Row:- G. McKechnie, Mr. O. Fernandes, R.G. Heap (Capt.) 


Falcon squash enjoyed a 
fairly successful season both in 
the Men’s winter league and in 
the school’s league. In the winter 
league Falcon fielded 2 teams, 
one in the 3r¢ and one in the 5th 
league, coming 5th and 4th re- 
spectively. Out of the 11 clubs 
that participates in the winter 
league Falcon came 7th. This 
represents a significant improve- 
ment over last year’s perform- 
ance, especially in the 3d league. 
Unfortunately all the first teams 
players will be leaving and the 
current second team players now 
have their work cut out for them 
to attempt to maintain standards 
in the competitive 3rd league. 

There have also been some notable personal 
achievements: 

e R Heap started the year ranked 7th in Matabele- 
land and ended the year seeded 34, 

e K Hammond won the U16 Matabeleland Champi- 
onships. 

e M Thomas, a recent arrival at the college, repre- 
sented Zimbabwe U13 on a couple of occasions. 

e TT Glover and B Hindson were selected as Mata- 
beleland reserves. 

Well done to all the above players. 

Falcon entered 3 teams in the Matabelelana 
Schools Squash League - Middle, Lower and Junior A. 
Unfortunately due to poor organisation and support 


from other schools very few 
matches were played. In the Mid- 
dle League, from a possible 7 
matches only one, against C.B.C, 
was played, which we won. In 
the Lower League, from a possi- 
ble 11 matches, we played 3, 
winning 2. The Junior League 
was better supported and from 7 
matches we managed to play 5 
winning 4, but losing to a very 
good Petra Primary team. M Tho- 
mas, A Roberts, S Williams and 
M Stephenson all played well in 
this age group. 

In the third term the Individ- 
ual Squash Championships was 
held with the following results: 
In the junior age group B Patti- 
son was the runner-up and M Thomas the winner. 

In the Intermediate age group T Chingoma was 
the runner-up and K Hammond the winner and in the 
senior age group T Glover was the runner up and R 
Heap was the winner in a well contested match. Dur- 
ing this term we also held the Interhouse Squash 
Championships with the following results: 1st - 
Chubb; 2.4 — Hervey; 34 - George Grey; 4th - Foun- 
ders; 5th - Oates and 6th - Tredgold. 


Colours: 
R. Heap 


PEW/OCF 


Swimming 1999 


a 


SWIMMING 
Third Row:- R.M. Smith, A.G. Mackay, B.W. Raath, M.R. Brink, A.M. Harley, D.B. Bennett, A.C.R. Mordt. 
Second Row:- D.R. Harley, B.G. McCallum, W. Lemmer, C.B. Nesbitt, C.G. Smith, T.M. Odendaal, H.C. Henderson, J. Cruz. 
Front Row: S.R.W. Wakefield, D. Moore, G. McKechnie, Dr. H. Cunningham, M.B. Nicolle (Capt.), R.S. Ashby, 
G.A. Evans, MJ. Gibson. 


This year the interschools swimming gala was held 
at Falcon for the first time. It was once again won con- 
vincingly by CBC. The Matabeleland swimming board 
kindly provided official time-keepers, so that any re- 
cords broken would be recognised. The interhouse 
gala was won by Hervey, and again the Matabeleland 
swimming board provided time-keepers. Those who 
gave up their time to officiate at these two galas are 
sincerely thanked. As expected, with this being the 
second gala swum in the pool, a large number of 
school records were broken. 

The standards cup was won very convincingly by 
Hervey. The Relay gala was something of a novelty, as 
it was held as a night gala after supper. Hervey were 
the eventual winners. 

It is hoped we will be able to start attending the ga- 
las held in Bulawayo more frequently next year, and 
that this will in itself stimulate interest and lead to 
more committed training and therefore a higher stan- 
dard of swimming at the college. It is well known that 
swimming is an excellent form of fitness maintenance, 
especially during and after injuries which prevent 


Ryan Ashby in action—photo by Mrs. S. McTaggart 


other forms of sport from being played. For this reason 
it is hoped that next year the pool can be made avail- 
able to non-team swimmers on a regular basis. 


Awards 

50 Club: M. Brink, D. Bennett 

Colours: R. Ashby, M. Gibson, D. Moore, 
G. McKechnie, M. Nicolle 

Trophies 


Interhouse standards: Hervey 
Interhouse Gala: Hervey 
Interhouse Relay cup: Hervey 
HC 


Tennis 1999 


1ST TENNIS 
Back Row:- M. Springer, B. Joubert, W. Ncube, T. Mukupuki. 
Front Row.- J. Lucas, M. McKillop (Capt.), Mr. D. Van Wyk, G. Croxford, T. Jiri 


The College had mixed fortunes over the year, but 
recorded more wins than losses. The Under 16 Team 
did well, winning all of their matches in the third term. 
In the Mim du Toit tournament we were surprised by 
Milton in the first round, going down 7-9, although we 
did have our revenge against them later in the year. 
CBC continued to dominate tennis in the Province at 
First Team level. Perhaps the most enjoyable inter- 
schools match was the Valentines’ Day mixed doubles 
in which Falcon and Girls’ College teamed up against 
CBC and Convent. 

The inter-house senior and junior competitions 
were both won by Hervey. 


Winners of the College Championships: 
Open Singles: M. McKillop (Hervey) 
Open Doubles: M. McKillop (Hervey) and T. Jiri (Chubb) 


Intermediate Singles: 
Intermediate Doubles: 


T. Mukupuki (Tredgold) 
W. Ncube and 
B. Joubert (George Grey) 


R. Ashworth (Tredgold) 
R. Ashworth and C. Hunt (Tredgold) 


Singles: 
Doubles: 


After the Colours Committee meeting the following 
awards were made in the third term: 


50 Club 
M. McKillop, T. Jiri, 
T. Mukupuki, G. Nevill, 
W. Neube, B.Joubert, 
JL Lucas. 


T. Jiri and T. Mukupuki were selected for Matabele- 
land South and played in the National Trials in Harare 
in the first term. Jiri acquitted himself well, winning 
half of his matches. 

I record my thanks to Mrs. I. Welch, Mr. G. Panesu 
and Ms C. Aust for their input in the coaching of jun- 
ior teams, and to M. McKillop for his leadership and 
organisation as Captain of Tennis. The captain for 
2000 is T. Jiri. 


DvW 


Triathlon 1999 


TRIATHLON 
From left: A.K. Bennett, D.B. Bennett, S.R.W. Wakefield, A.J. Sayer. 


It has been a very quiet year for the 
club, but some of our members have 
performed outstandingly. 

In the First Term, the Inter-House 
_ Triathlon was held, with the following 
results: 


House Winner: Hervey 
Individual (Senior): G. Evans 
Individual (Junior): E. Stubbs 


During the Third Term, A.Bennett 
and D.Bennett competed in some of the 
Mini-Triathlons held at C.B.C., where 
they acquitted themselves admirably. D. 
Bennett was named "The Most Improved 
Triathlete of 1999", while A.Bennett was 
named the Matabeleland U19 Champion. 
Both were awarded citations for their 
long-standing commitment and loyalty to 
the club. 


SCS 


1ST TEAM WATERPOLO 
Back Row:- J.P. Lucas, D. Moore, J. Viljoen, G. Jocks, A. Goddard, D. Turner. 
Front Row:- R. Ashby, G. McKechnie, Mr. A Lucas, J. Buchanan (Capt.), Mr. G. Lindner, A. Cumming, 
D. Chitrin. 


This year’s performance was filled with both tri- 
umphs and disappointments. In the first term Falcon 
was able to beat all the sides in the country. The high- 
light was definitely the Speciss Tournmanent in Ha- 
rare, although Falcon lost in the final against CBC (3- 
2) after beating a strong St John’s in the play-offs. Fal- 


con even managed a win against CBC who went on to 
win the Crusader’s Shield. Hopes and dreams were 
high and it was hoped that the above results would lay 
a good foundation for the third term. 

The third term started off very badly and injuries 
to our key players did not help our cause. Plumtree 


defeated us in the first game and we were not able to 
beat CBC in any of the tournaments. The Crusader’s 
Shield was held for the first time at Falcon and it was 
indeed a memorable occasion. However, in the pool we 
lost against CBC, St John’s and Prince Edward, which 
meant that we came fourth in the tournament behind 
CBC (winners), St John’s and Prince Edward. 

Individually Falcon managed yet again to produce 
the bulk of the Matabeleland U19 team. It shows that 
our boys have the skill and fitness to play good water- 
polo but sadly our fitness level was not up to the re- 
quired standard at all. With the new swimming pool at 
out disposal it is hoped that our fitness level should be 
the best in the country and we hope we will have 
enough time to train in the water in the future. 

Special mention must go to the captain, J. Bu- 
chanan, who has played for the first team since 1996. 
His commitment and dedication as captain was out- 
standing and he fully deserves his selection in the 
Zimbabwe U18 side and Matabeleland Senior Men’s 
side. 

A. Cumming did himself and the College proud 
with his selection to the Senior Zimbabwe Squad both 
in the first and third term. He has proved once again 
that he is currently the best goal-keeper in the coun- 


try. 


Special thanks must, yet again, go to our coach, 
Arthur Lucas. His dedication and commitment to wa- 
terpolo and particularly to Falcon is always appreci- 
ated. Lastly, I would like to thank all staff and boys 
who made the Crusader's Shield tournament a great 
success and in particular the following: G. Whiley for 
his hard work behind the scenes, Mr Wetherall for his 
invaluable assistance when needed and Mr I. Johns- 
ton for his hard, but largely unnoticed hard work on 
the catering side. 


Awards 

Honours: J Buchanan, A Cumming 
Colours: G McKechnie, R Ashby 
50 Club: D Chitrin (Re-award), 


JP Lucas (Re-award), D Moore, 
J Viljoen, A Goddard, D Turner, 
G Jocks 


PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATION 

Matabeland Senior Men: J. Buchanan, A. Cumming 
Matabeleland U19A: J Buchanan, A. Cumming, 
G. McKechnie, R. Ashby, 
JP. Lucas, J. Viljoen 

D. Turner, D. Chitrin, 

D. Moore 


Matabeleland U19B: 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATION 

Zimbabwe Senior Men: A. Cumming 

Zimbabwe U19A: J. Buchanan, R. Ashby 

Zimbabwe U19B: J. Viljoen, D. Moore, 
J.P. Lucas 


GL 


SPORTS DINNER 


The annual sports dinner was 
held on Saturday 13 November. 
The guest speaker was Mr. Paul 
Strang, and he spoke about life as 
a professional cricketer. 

He emphasised that he had 
level-headed parents who insisted 
that before he indulged in his love 
of cricket he secure a training of 
some sort so that he did a degree 
at UCT and acquired a good job at 
Border Timbers. 

He became a semi-professional 
and made his debut for Zimbabwe 
in 1994 against Sri Lanka, but 
then decided to take the plunge 
and embark on what could be a 
precarious career as a professional 
cricketer, taking a cut in salary 
and losing various perks to do so. 

By taking that step it meant he 
could make a career out of the 
sport he loved, but he had to be 
disciplined, committed and dedi- 
cated and develop the right atti- 
tude. This is no glamorous life- 


style, involving as it does a great 
deal of travel, life in hotels, ex- 
tended hours of practice, work in 
the gym, and little or no time for 
sight-seeing in the exotic locations 
that cricket tournaments are held. 
“The closest I’ve come to seeing the 
Taj Mahal is in the postcard stand 
at Bombay airport!”. 

But Paul insisted be had no re- 
grets, with many beneficial spin- 
offs in his life, such as the friend- 
ships made both on and off the 
field, experiencing different cul- 
tures, and the great sense of ex- 
hilaration that comes with success. 
Meeting super-stars such as Ten- 
dulkar and Lara is a wonderful ex- 
perience, and most sides are com- 
posed of talented sportsmen with a 
great belief in themselves and their 
teams. 

Developing a good mental atti- 
tude is vital to success, and while 
Paul emphasised the importance of 
skill, stamina, speed and strength 
in sport, he felt spirit was the most 
important. The Zimbabwean side 
had had a run of defeats, but he 


stressed the importance of not let- 
ting oneself be overwhelmed by 
failure. The game of cricket is a 
special one because it is a team 
game with the necessity to interact 
and work with all sorts of people. 

Paul summed up a professional 
cricketer as one who needs to pos- 
sess a PhD in Sport Psychology, a 
degree in Kinesiology, and who 
needs to have more than a passing 
knowledge of humble pie! 

He ended by saying how 
pleased he was to be back at Fal- 
con, and said he hoped the boys 
knew how privileged they were to 
have been at such an institution 
with ‘Great values, outstanding fa- 
cilities and a fine academic staff. 
The boys who were embarking on 
life outside the college would have 
been well prepared by teachers and 
coaches, but the reality was They 
cannot serve life on a plate to you, 
you have to go out and live it,’ and 
his final thought was The differ- 
ence between being ordinary and 
extraordinary is that little extra.’ 


ZIMBABWE REPRESENTATIVES 
Back Row:- | Md Springer (Hockey), MJ Sherren (Cricket), RS Ashby (Waterpolo), T Mangezi (Basketball), APB Heili (Athletics), 
JC Viljoen (Waterpolo), DB Swemmer (Rugby), JP Lucas (Waterpolo), DLWW Tumer (Waterpolo). 
Middle Row:- GK Manchip (Cricket), MD Thomas (Squash), KH Chiota (Golf), GM Croxford (Cricket, Hockey), 
JAC Soullier (Hockey), D Moore (Waterpolo), SM Wilson (Hockey), CD Brownlee (Cricket), M Mutwale (Basketball), 
SC Williams (Cricket). 
Front Row:- | MG Munson (Cricket, Hockey), LA Esat (Hockey), MG McKillop (Hockey), JA Buchanan (Rugby, Waterpolo), 
M Nkala (Cricket, Rugby), AMH Cumming (Rugby, Waterpolo), TB Madondo (Rugby), DB Mostert (Rugby), 
GM Ewing (Cricket) 
Absent:- ID Austen (Cricket) 


# 3 Trafford Road. 
P.O. Box 1801, Gweru, Zimbabwe 


TeleFax: (263) (54) 21044, 21054, 21013 (Hunting Line) 
After Hours Fax: (263) (54) 25060 or 21054 
E-Mail: madhatter@madhatter.co.zw 


CLUBS AND SOCIETIES AT FALCON 


Angling Society... 


GK Cawood 

JRTruscott 

DB Mostert; AW Ross; 

TQ Deacon; MJ Humphreys * 
(*MJ Humphreys is a current member of the 

Zimbabwe Junior Bass Angling Team) 


Chairman: 
Treasurer/Secretary: 
Committee Members: 


George Grey team members. 


Support for the Falcon Angling Society has been 
good during 1999 and meetings were well attended 
throughout the year. Functions held are summarised 


below: 

DATE ACTIVITY 

12/2/99 Video — “Tiger Fishing in the 
Lower Zambezi” 

19/2/99 Talk —- Tom and Heather Oxden-Willows 

27/3/99 Inter-house Fishing Competition 
(1st Leg) - Longden’s Dam 

15/5/99 Video - “Bass in Zimbabwe” 

4/7/99 Clinic conducted by Matabeleland 
Chapter of Bassmasters 

24/10/99 = Inter-house Competition (2n4 Leg) — 


Monkton Estates 


Final placings in the inter-house Fishing Competition were 
as follows: 


1st Oates (2975 points) 
2nd George Grey (2625 points) 
34 Founders (1375 points) 
4th Tredgold (1325 points) 
Sth Chubb (1225 points) 
6th Hervey ( 675 points) 


The first leg of the inter-house fishing competition 
was held at Longden’s Dam while we returned to 
Monkton Estates for the second leg. Excellent catches 
were recorded at both dams and our thanks go to Mr 
and Mrs Mike Mylne and Mr and Mrs Roger Evans for 
their generosity in making available such fine venues 


on their respec- 
tive farms for 
the competition. 

We were 
privileged to 
have Tom and 
Heather Oxden- 
Willows as our 
guests speakers 
during the first 
term, while the 
highlight of the 
second term was 
undoubtedly the 
clinic conducted 
by Mr _ Colin 
Bester, President 
of the Zimbabwe 
Bass Federation, 


and his team, 
Messrs Lea, 
Godfrey and 


Macdonald, from 
the Matabele- 
land Chapter of 
Bassmasters. 


M. Brink of Oates with his catch. 


ACB/DvW 


Cattle Club... 


Chairman: D.B. Mostert 
The pattern of the 1999 season was very much like 
that of 1998. The rains ended early, at the beginning 
of March, and there has been no significant rainfall 
until late November. The long dry winter, coupled with 
cold spells as late as the end of October, has made it 
difficult to keep the cattle in good condition. Major in- 
creases in inputs such as stockfeed, dip, medicines 
and labour have exacerbated the situation - hard 
times indeed for ranching in Matabeleland. Sales of 
cattle early in the year brought in the region of 
$90 000.00 - a flattering figure until inflation is 
brought into the equation. At present the herd num- 
bers 78 head - eight calves have been born, but two 
were lost to predators. The boys have continued to 
carry out the routine tasks of livestock management — 
dipping, branding, dosing and so on. Dirk Mostert has, 
with the help of senior boys such as Edward 
Rosenfels, George Cawood, Michael Drummond, Mar- 
tin Wheeler, Brian Nielsen and Brian Goodwin, super- 
vised an enthusiastic group of form twos who will in 
the future become the backbone of the club. Thanks 
go to the following for their continued interest in and 
assistance to the Cattle club: Paul Goodwin, Richard 
Wakefield, John Bryan, Garry Whitehead-Willson, 
Mike Mylne, Ken Drummond and, last but not least, 

the Quiet Waters Committee. 
MAC 


Chess... 


CHESS 
Back Row:- I. Stephenson, G. Rousseau, A. Marshall, 
K.G. Papenfus, A. Carbutt. 
Front Row:- G.P. Wade, A. Morris, B. Ncube, 
D.J. Carruthers-Smith, G.M. Moyo. 


Captain: B Ncube 

This year has seen much happen in terms of events 
and achievements, especially when compared to the 
last few years. This year the chess club was involved 
in the Cultural weekend, several tournaments and 
friendly games against other schools. 

The Cultural weekend was a memorable occasion, 
giving boys the opportunity to meet and interact with 
chess players from schools around the country whom 
they would not normally meet. 

The results of the Tournaments the chess club par- 
ticipated in are as follows: 


Tournament Falcon A\B. Position 

St. John's Festival A 17 out of 36 

Townsend Tournament A 24 out of 26 
B 13 out of 26 

Mzingwane Open Tournament A 3 out of 4 

Gifford Congress A 25 out of 27 
B 22 out of 25 

Thekwane Chess Festival A 4 out of 16 
B 11 out of 16 


In addition Falcon hosted the Matabeleland South 
Trials and as a result of their good performance saw 3 
students selected to represent their province at the 
National Trials. The boys who were selected were B. 
Ncube; A. Morris and G. Moyo. Only B. Ncube man- 
aged to come to Bulawayo to play in the National Tri- 
als and came somewhere in the middle order. 

The Chess club played friendly matches against 
several other schools with mixed results, losing to C.B. 
C and Mzingwane and winning against Petra High and 
Whitestone. 

During the third term the Interhouse and Individ- 
ual Chess competitions were held. The results are as 
follows: 

Interhouse Chess Results 
lst — Oates; 2nd - George Grey; 3rd — Tredgold; 
4th — Founders; 5th — Hervey; 6th — Chubb. 


Individual Chess Results. 
1lst— B. Ncube; 224 - A. Morris; 3r4 - G. Moyo; 3rd - P. 
Beyleveld. 


Despite the chess club being so active, it is disap- 
pointing to see so few seniors remain active in the 
club. I hope this trend can be changed. 

OCF 


Climbing Club 1999... 


Teacher in charge: Dr. H. Cunningham 


Chairman: R. Heap 
Equipment officer: M. Gibson, Training officer: 
D. Cruz 
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CLIMBING CLUB 
Back Row:- J.S. Nicolle, B.K. Cawood, A.C. Mackay, 
M.E.C. Parker. 
Front Row.- D.C. Cruz, Dr. H. Cunningham, R.G. Heap, 
M.J, Gibson. 


The Climbing Club has had a small, but enthusias- 
tic group of members this year. There have been 4 
open days held during the year where the climbs on 
the climbing wall have been set to be fairly easy and 
have been open to non-club members to try their hand 
at. These have been fairly popular. Two outings have 
been held, one to Mbalabala Peak, a banded ironstone 
peak at the end of the Mulangwane Range, and one to 
Richardsonskop quarry near Falcon. At Mbalabala 
Peak the old standard routes on the east facing cliffs 
were climbed in the morning (Luke’s Python (12), 
Warm up (14), The Roof (17) and Tree Route (17)). An 
icy wind induced a retreat to a small buttress on the 
west facing side; here two new routes were opened, 
both of them harder than they looked. The harder of 
the two, aptly named Man-eating Quiche (21) (a spoof 
on “real men don’t eat quiche”) lived up to its name 
and none of the Falcon Club made any significant pro- 
gress up it. We hope it will provide an incentive for 
harder training on small holds. The easier of the two, 
unimaginatively named The Other Route (16), was 
conquered by most, but only after some encourage- 
ment both physical and verbal, from the belayer at the 
top who was getting cold. 

The Climbing Championships competition was held 
in the third term, and consisted of a technical route 
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(graded approximately 19) and a speed route (graded 
approximately 16). Both routes were won by M. Gibson, 
who was also the overall winner of the Championship 
trophy. The fastest time for the speed route was 27s. 

Form 2 boys all had a chance to climb on the 
climbing wall during their adventure course. Only the 
low level traverse a few feet above the ground was 
climbed, as this does not need ropes and so more 
people can climb in the short space of time available. 
There were a few who showed good aptitude for the 
sport and it is hoped that they will follow this up and 
join the club next year. 


HC 


Cinema Club... 


I took over the running 
of Cinema Club from Ms. 
Linda Moss in the First 
Term of 1999. The club's 
aim is to offer to the 
members of the Upper 
Sixth the chance to see 
films that they might ordinarily miss out on. Some of 
the films are Arthouse; some are foreign language 
films with subtitles; some are just quirky and off-beat; 
all have a powerful message. However, it is not in- 
tended hat the pupils simply passively accept this 
message, and to this end, after a film has been seen, 
its message, themes and characters are discussed. It 
is hoped that this will foster our students’ ability to 
criticise fairly and impartially, as well as opening up 
their minds to new ideas and concepts. 


S.C.S. 


Public Speaking 1999... 


There are three 
clubs which cater 
for boys who wish to 
speak or learn to 
speak in public, 
Junior debating ca- 
ters for Form 1 and 
2 boys, with Mr M 
Ndlovu in charge, 
and is held on alter- 
nate Monday eve- 
nings, and the 
Speakers’ Circle for 
Forms 3 and 4, with 
Miss Aust in charge of this group. Toastmasters’ Club 
is for the Lower and Upper 6 boys and this is held on 
alternate Wednesday evenings in the library. 

The aim of each of these clubs is to allow boys the 
opportunity to learn to speak through practice. The 
two junior groups are primarily debating groups but 
do allow time for speaking games and formal speeches. 
In Toastmasters each boy evaluates or is evaluated by 
another and so they learn the skills of speaking in 
public. 


TOASTMASTERS 
Back Row.- A. Ebrahim, R. Zharare, T. Madondo, T. Mseka, 
J. Buchanan, V. Dube, S. Ndlovu. 
Third Row:- K. Chiota, K. Molotsi, B.B. Dube, N. Jones, 
T. Glover, P. Boyce, G. Ncube. 
Second Row:- T. Jiri, E.N.O. Wayoe, R. Stotter, D. Moore, 
C. McCallum, Z.M. Neube. 

Front Row.- R. Sithole, M. Nkala, R.M. Dawson, S. Wigham, 
L.G. Mlotshwa, D. Chitrin, G. Paunganwa, A.M.H. Cumming. 


There are two competitive events during the year: 
the inter-schools competition run by Lions, which is 
held in the first term and the inter-house competition. 
This year Ernest Wayoe represented Falcon in the 
Robert Sibson Hall in the Lion’s contest and he won 
the interhouse competition, which was adjudicated by 
Mr Stuart Summers, a new teacher and Mrs Jane Gar- 
diner from CBC. The junior winner was Allayne Mose- 
ley and Oates the winning house. 

It was evident at the various end of year functions 
that the boys have benefited from the opportunity to 
speak in public as they did us proud in their speaking 
roles at the suppers, dinners and other functions. 
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Junior Debating 1999... 


This year the membership started at fifty in the first 
term. This is the largest membership the club has ever 
had before. It clearly shows the popularity that the club 
has gained over the years. Unfortunately this number 
had to be cut down to thirty by the end of the second 
term to allow meaningful participation by each member. 

The main aim this year was to improve the boys’ 
debating and public speaking skills. To this end Mrs S 
Wigham was invited to conduct a workshop to identify 
and develop talent among the boys. On behalf of the 
boys I would like to thank her for her invaluable sup- 
port and hope that she will continue to make herself 
available for such important exercises. 

A wide range of issues were debated on, including the 
involvement of the USA and Zimbabwe in the wars in 
Kosovo and the DRC respectively, parent-child communi- 
cation, Aids and seniority in the College. Some of these 
topics revealed the boys’ understanding of world affairs 
and direction in which they would like to see the College 
develop in the next millennium. One hopes that the club 
will continue not only to be enjoyable to the boys but that 
it will also broaden their view of the immediate and global 


environment. 
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Poetry Society... 


Poetry Society was the creation of Seth Lazar, one 
of our 1998/99 Gap Year students. His passion for po- 
etry communicated itself to many Falcon pupils and 
inspired them to plumb their own depths of creativity, 
resulting in the publication of "Fault Lines", a collec- 
tion of poems by our own pupils. "Fault Lines" showed 
that there is an abundance of talent here at Falcon, 
which only needed Seth's encouragement to flower 
fully. 

Unfortunately, with Seth's departure and the many 
demands made on the boys' time in the lead-up to 
public exams, Poetry Society died a quiet death in the 
Third Term. However, I hope to revive the Society in 
the year 2000 and continue the work begun by Seth. 
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Drama... 


This year has 
seen the addition of 
several new mem- 
bers of staff inter- 
ested in drama, 
which has opened 
up the possibilities 
of more exciting and 
varied productions 
in the future. 

It has led to 
more drama in the 
classroom with co- 
operation and inter- 
action ‘between 
teachers and _ their 
classes and in one 
case, the production 
of Amabatho, a Zulu 
version of Macbeth 


by Stuart Summers’ Form 3B1. 

Drama club flourished in the first term and part of 
the second term until rehearsals for Rhythm of Life 
took up the club time. 

Rhythm of Life is reviewed elsewhere but in this 
report I should like to note how exciting it is to have a 
new music teacher, who is also keen on drama and 
pooling his skills and resources with the drama de- 
partment. We returned to the idea of trying to organise 
a cultural evening every term and managed one in the 
first term and one in the third term. The first term was 
very exciting, as it was demonstrated to the school 
that it had in Eric Wetherall, a dynamic and inspiring, 
not to say exceedingly hard-working, new music 
teacher. Not only did he act himself as he ‘hammed’ 
Fur Elise but he taught the choir to sing ‘Rhythm of 
Life’ in a fairly short space of time. It is this that in- 
spired the school play this year. 

Stuart Summers produced the third term cultural 
evening, using as his theme Witches as it was near 
Hallowe’en and inviting Girls’ College to take part. This 
time the choir, together with Girls' College, sang O For- 
tuna and again impressed the audience. 


Another new member of staff is Paul Welch, the 


most highly qualified in drama 6f us all and at the mo- 
ment, in charge of the lighting crew, who have im- 
proved dramatically since he began to advise them. 
Paul adjudicated the inter-house drama this year. The 
theme was The Rivals and results were as follows: 


Best Technical Production — Hervey 

Best Supporting Actor - James Crouch 
of Founders 

Best Actor - Tendai Dzwairo 
of Chubb 


Best House - George Grey 
Paul’s adjudication was entertaining and educational 

As a special treat for the Headmaster’s last year, 
Eric Wetherall and Stuart Summers, advised by Paul 
Welch, will be directing Oliver for which they have al- 
ready begun to audition boys. It promises to be spec- 
tacular. 


Acting Awards 
Agg Manning Cup for best actor: 
arson igustezperctroctieratwctamansidnainn Farai Chamoto & Simba Sithole. 


S.W. 


MylIne Society 1999... 


President: Mr.D.N.L.Grant 
Chairman: D.J.Chitrin 
Secretary: L.G.Mlotshwa 


The Mylne Society remained active throughout the 
year, and was characterised by controversial but 
thought provoking debate. The standard of argument 
and grasp of some fairly intractable topics was at 
times most impressive. 

At the time of writing the annual dinner and the 
Annual Address are still to follow, to bring the year to 
an enjoyable and traditional finale. The President 
wishes the incoming office bearers a stimulating entry 
into the new millennium, and looks forward to the so- 
ciety’s activities with keen anticipation. 


1999 members: D.Chitrin, L.Mlotshwa,A.Cumming, 
T.Madondo, M.Nkala, R.Dawson, M.Whaley, 
M.McKillop, J.Soullier, D.Swemmer, V.Dube, 
R.Stotter. 


Office Bearers 2000: 
D.Swemmer 
J.Soullier 


Chairman: 
Secretary: 
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Novices... 


Mrs.H.Macdonald 
S.Patsika (Chairman), 
S.Sithole (Vice Chairman), 
A.Keen (Secretary) 


President: 
1998-1999 Committee: 


1999-2000 Committee: F.Mavimba (Chairman), 
T.Khumalo (Vice Chairman), 


O.Grobler (Secretary) 


The Society had another good year. The committee 
of S.Patsika, A.Keen and S.Sithole did sterling work in 
running the affairs of the society, and Patsika proved 
to be a confident and efficient chairman. There was a 
good variety of speakers and activities, some of which 
generated great interest. 

Mr. Dave Grant was the first speaker of the year, 
and he gave members a sobering address on the grow- 
ing involvement—world-wide—of teenagers and young 
people in serious criminal activities. A former teacher 
at Falcon, Mr. Richard Brebner, now a professional 
hunter, spoke to the society about some of his hunting 
exploits but also read to them some of his poetry, 
which had been inspired by his experiences in the 
bush. The first term ended with the screening of 
‘Immortal Beloved’, the story of Beethoven, which 
proved to be a very successful evening. 

In May Mr. Gordon Macdonald spoke to Novices 
about his trip to the UK in the April holidays, specifi- 
cally about the schools — Eton and Wellington College 
among others — that he had visited. Mr. Ron Hartley 
gave a fascinating illustrated talk on the bird migra- 
tions which takes place twice a year over Israel, and 
this was followed by a video showing the difficulties 
faced by the Israeli air force during these periods, and 
how they were overcome. 

In July another group of boys visited the Grahams- 
town Festival and to link up with this, a meeting to 
discuss the Festival was held in the President’s class- 
room. It was an historic occasion as it was also mark- 
ing the 50th meeting of the society. Mr. Grant was our 
honoured guest and he spoke briefly on new aspects of 
criminology as a follow-up to his talk earlier in the 
year. Then followed a question and answer session 
concerning the Festival. The panel to answer questions 
from members comprised Mrs.S.Wigham, Mrs.S. 
Coulson, Mrs.H.Macdonald, Toby Glover and Mike 
Whaley, all of whom had been to the Festival in recent 
years. This proved a great success and much discus- 
sion ensued. This was followed by the ceremonial cut- 
ting of the beautiful chocolate cake provided by the 
kitchen, and coffee and cake were enjoyed by all! 

Much excitement was generated by the next guest, 
Heath Streak, who visited us in July. The meeting took 
the form of questions and answers, and Heath was 
bombarded for nearly two hours by questions from 
members! He gave us all a fascinating insight into 
world cricket. 

At the next meeting in August, the society invited 
guests from other societies and the staff, to listen toa 
talk given by Mr. David Coltart, on ‘Human Rights in 
Zimbabwe’. Being eminently qualified to speak on 
such a topic he ensured that the meeting was enlight- 
ening and very interesting. 

The annual Novices braai was held at the Presi- 
dent’s home at the beginning of the third term, and we 
bade farewell to the fourth formers, while new mem- 


bers were required to introduce themselves. The in- 
coming committee elected by the society was F. 
Mavimba, T.Khumalo and O.Grobler. 

Mr. Eric Wetherall spoke to the society at an un- 
usual meeting held in the staff quiet room, where he 
showed us how music and the computer are linked 
together in the modern world. Another viewing was 
held of ‘Immortal Beloved’ (this time for new novices) 
in October, and the last meeting of the year was an 
informal discussion on Falcon in the 21st Century’. 

What has been most pleasing about the last year 
has been the quality of the questions asked, and I do 
hope this trend will continue into the next century! 


HAM 


The Etiquette Society... 


The Society at Worringham Wine Estates. 


President: Mr. GA Macdonald 
Chairman: T Glover 
Vice-chairman: R Dawson 
Secretary: M Whaley 


1999 saw the establishment of the Etiquette Soci- 
ety comprising a group of 12 upper VI boys, while at 
the helm were Mr and Mrs Macdonald, and the inau- 
gural year proved to be a great success. The first com- 
mittee drafted a constitution which was agreed to by 
members, and thereafter three meetings were held in 
each of the first two terms. 

Mr Macdonald, over two meetings, gave the society 
an outline of the history of red and white wines, where 
they are produced, and various aspects about storing 
and drinking them. Each of these meetings was fol- 
lowed by a wine tasting where the members were re- 
quired to give their considered views on the selected 
wines. There was a follow-up meeting when the society 
visited Worringham Wine Estates, and this was to 
prove to be one of the highlights of the year. 

A workshop was held at one meeting, where mem- 
bers were required to discuss how they would deal 
with various social situations, and where they were 
shown how to lay, and decorate a table. Mr Randle 
gave a most entertaining talk on the progress of an 
army dining-in night. A question and answer session 
was held in the prefects’ common room where mem- 
bers were able to ask questions relating to etiquette. 
The panel comprised Mr and Mrs Macdonald and Mrs 
Wigham, and during the course of the evening a wide 
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range of topics was covered. Another meeting was held 
which involved various activities, and where the end- 
of-year dinner was planned. 

The year concluded with the society dinner, to 
which guest speakers from the year were invited, with 
the guest speaker being Mr D Grant. The dinner was a 
great success and was enjoyed by all. 

The committee for 2000 is J. Soullier, J. Nicolle 
and G. Ncube, and we wish next year’s members every 
enjoyment and success in this new society. 


TG 
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Falconry Club 1999... 


Master-in-charge: 
Chairman: 
Falconers: 


Mr. R.R. Hartley 

M.K. Drummond 

W.B. Cumming, A.C. Mackay, 
P.N. Middleton, S. Munro, 
J.K. Retzlaff, E.J. Rosenfels, 
P.J. Sole, M.D. Wheeler. 


Ten falconers hunted 
fourteen hawks, taking 
412 head. M.K. Drum- 
mond’s two year old Afri- 
can Goshawk ‘Xara’ took 
44 head in 54 hunts, W.B 
Cumming’s four year old 
African Goshawk ‘Jinx’ 
took 39 head in 76 hunts, 
and A.C. Mackay’s three 
year old musket African 
Goshawk ‘Twe’ took 17 
head in 36 hunts. J.K. 
Retzlaff did a very good job 
on his new eyas musket 
African Goshawk ‘Buff, which was managed and 
trained well. Buff had an excellent season, accounting 
for 53 head in 113 hunts. This bag included 11 Natal 
and four Swainson’s Francolins, a couple of these 
weighing nearly 400g! Buff hunted at 215g. Each of 
these hawks flew with verve and persistence. E.J. 
Rosenfels took 30 head in 46 hunts with his three year 
old African Goshawk ‘Disprin’. P.J. Sole hunted the 
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FALCONRY 
Back Row:- M.D. Wheeler, P.J. Sithole, MK. Drummond, 
E.J. Rosenfels, A.C. Mackay. 
Front Row:- W.B. Cumming, S. Munro, R.R. Hartley, 
J.K. Retzlaff, N.P. Middleton. 


excellent African Goshawk Tich’ and she completed 
her fifteenth season! 

M.D. Wheeler’s two year old musket Ovambo 
Tuska’ flew very well and took 16 head in 41 hunts. 
Scott Munro’s two year old Ovambo ‘Fresca’ had a 
good season taking 29 head in 60 hunts. N.P. Middle- 
ton had a good season with his two year old Gabar 
Goshawk ‘Mrs Macgregor’, taking 21 head in 73 hunts. 

Seven year old male Black Sparrowhawk ‘Shaky’ 
succumbed to aspergillosis early in the season. This 
was especially sad as he had served the unit well since 
his acquisition in February 1993. P.W. Aust took 54 
head and 120 head in 1993 and 1994 respectively, be- 
fore he was given to R. Querl at Peterhouse for captive 
breeding. After failing to breed in captivity he was then 
given to I.D. Middleton in January 1998 for falconry. 
A.C. Mackay acquired him in February 1999 and took 
11 head in 43 hunts. As this is the fourth Black Spar- 
rowhawk to die here from aspergillosis (all of the 
hawks experienced adult birds), this year we will apply 
Dr. Patrick Redig’s prophylactic treatment to the new 
eyas Black Sparrowhawk 

P.H. Marais and D.T. Millar proved unstinting in 
their handling of the rehab. hawks this season. Of 15 
apprentices that have attended this year, just seven 
made it to the end. As one of the latter has since 
dropped out, six will complete the full set of lectures 
and the test early next year. These are: P.M. Brown, 
G.B. de Smidt, T.G. Jahme, B.P. Martin, D.T. Millar 
and J. van der Riet. Three places will be offered 
next year. 

My season started rather late as all of the falcons 
contracted pox. Five year old Peregrine ‘Phu’ had an 
excellent season taking 65 head in 87 hunts. Ten year 
old tiercel Peregrine Uesse’ also flew very well taking 
38 head in 84 hunts. His success rate declined for a 
period as he and four year old tiercel Blondie’ took a 
while to settle as a cast. Blondies’ pox kept him out of 
the field longest and he took nine head in 49 hunts. 
Eighteen year old African Hawk Eagle ‘Cilla’ also had a 
shortened season as she injured a wing badly in the 
field. Fortunately she has recovered fully and she took 
20 Scrub Hares in 24 hunts. 
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Adult Taita Falcon BLACKIE fostering Taita and Peregrine 
chicks.—photo: Ron Hartley. 


One pair of Taita Falcons produced another chick 
this year, a male, which will be invested into the 
breeding project. One pair of Peregrines produced a 
chick, a female, which will be hacked to the wild. It is in- 
teresting to note that: 45 Peregrines have been produced 


Peregrine (6 days) and Taita (7 days) produced in captivity by 
R.H.’s breeding falcons, a national project. 
- photo by Ron Hartley. 


in captivity by my falcons at Falcon College since 
1986, and 15 of these have been released to the wild; 
four Taita Falcons have been produced since 1997. 
These will be paired for breeding to fulfil the aim of 10 
pairs in captivity in the national programme, before 
surplus birds will be released. 

During 1999 a great deal of biological monitoring 
was undertaken. First a series of prey transects were 
conducted during the hunting season. These were 
analyzed in the context of our hunting efforts and pro- 
vided a great deal of interest and relevance, particu- 
larly as the local area has borne intensive hunting ef- 
forts from our unit over the past 17 years. Secondly 
raptor communities were monitored in the local area, 
in a 100 km? study area at Mbalabala and in the com- 
mercial farming area around Marula. Additionally M.K. 
Drummond started a two year project on the signifi- 
cance of hyrax on a community of Black, Crowned and 
African Hawk Eagles in a 100 km? study area on his 
family’s Rocky Glen Ranch in the Bubiana Conser- 
vancy at West Nicholson. Each of these studies has 
involved many hours of useful and valuable fieldwork. 

The work at Mbalabala also permitted the acquisi- 
tion of a new eyas Ovambo Sparrowhawk for W.B. 
Cumming. An eyas Black Sparrowhawk was taken for 
M.K. Drummond from a site near Shangani, and an 
eyas Little Sparrowhawk was taken for AC. Mackay 
from a site at Komani Ranch, Esigodini. These three 
new hawks constitute the largest number of birds 
taken from the wild for this club in a season. Each of 
the chicks was taken by M.D.Wheeler, who has proved 
a most talented climber. The effort to obtain the 
Ovambo was especially challenging and required the 
use of a rope and jumars to get to the nest some 21 m 
above ground in a large Mountain Acacia. To balance 
these acquisitions ‘Mrs Macgregor’ and Twe’ will be 
hacked back to the wild after their moults. 

A highlight of the year was the building of the new 
room. M.K. Drummond and E.J. Rosenfels must be 
thanked for pushing for this project. The former also 
did a detailed costing exercise. Material support was 
provided by Messrs. Ken Drummond, Larry Cumming, 
John Rosenfels, and Stuart Mackay, and by the col- 
lege. Alistair Coulson supported, supervised and cata- 
lysed the project which was carried out by builders 
Gumbo and Orbert Linda. Our grateful thanks to all of 
these individuals. 


Citations for falconry were awarded to Tickey’ 
Drummond, Andrew Mackay, Scott Munro and Martin 
Wheeler for their excellent all round contributions. 
Visitors to the club included several visiting schools, 
Peter Steyn, George and Ben McAllister, American fal- 
coners Ryan Pleune and David Coffin, wildlife camera- 
man Hugh Maynard and assistant producer Harry 
Hoskyns-Abrahall (UK) who were doing a programme 
for National Geographic on the evolution of raptors. A 
more detailed account of this report appears in Talon, 
journal of the Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club. 
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Junior Natural History... 


Mr. GA Macdonald 

B J Truscott 

L A Coulson 

D.J. Badcock; M.J. du Plessis; 
J.R. Martin; G.A. Murray; 
B.D. Pattison; S.R. Ware. 


Master-in-charge: 
Chairman: 

Secretary: 
Committee Members: 


The membership of the society was 62 members of 
which 36 were from Form 2 and 26 from Form 1. 

Unfortunately, the Friday afternoon meetings were 
badly disrupted this year either because Mr. Mac- 
donald could not attend because of business or large 
numbers of members could not come because of 
sports commitments. In all there were only ten meet- 
ings in the year as compared to fifteen last year. Apart 
from items of interest discussed these sessions were 
used to show interesting wildlife videos. 

A group of the more knowledgeable Form 2 mem- 
bers acted as instructors when the Grade 6 pupils 
from Carmel Primary School carried out a three day 
ecology course on Quiet Waters. Their skill and enthu- 
siasm meant that the course was a resounding suc- 
cess — this was reflected in the wonderful letters of 
thanks they received from the Carmel pupils. 

There were two weekend outings - one in the first 
term and one in the third term. The first was to Gagu 
camp on Mr John Rosenfels farm at Marula. Twenty-four 
members had a wonderful time fishing in the nearby 
dam; exploring the surrounding granite kopjies; game 
viewing and bird watching. In spite of the cold, wet 
weather the group identified 72 bird species and saw 15 
different mammals. We are grateful to Mr and Mrs 
Rosenfels for allowing us to use this luxurious facility. 

The third term trip was to Debshan Ranch near 
Shangani. Mr C. Meredith kindly allowed us to use his 
lovely hunting camp overlooking the Ngezi river. This 
time the weather was very kind to us and the mem- 
bers were able to do a great deal of fishing - some im- 
pressive bass and bream were caught. Thanks to the 
expertise of Graham Murray and Verney Burdett we 
were table to record a total of 132 birds — the previous 
highest count by a Junior Natural History group on 
Debshan was in 1992 when 117 birds were recorded. 
Some of the unusual recordings this time were Spotted 
Creeper; Half-collared Kingfisher; Giant Eagle Owl and 
Painted Snipe. In all, 17 different mammal species 
were sighted. Once again we are grateful to Dr Clive 
Swanepoel for allowing us access to such an environ- 
mentally rich farm and to Mr Cyril Meredith for so 
generously allowing us the use of his camp. 
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Senior Natural History Society 
1999... 


Master in charge: Mr. R.R. Hartley 


Chairman: A.W. Ross 
Secretary: E.J. Rosenfels 
Committee: M.K. Drummond (displays), 


R.G. Heap, A.C. Mackay (library), 
M.D.Wheeler (sightings). 


The society had 33 regular members, a significant 
decline from previous years (last year = 41). However, 
there was a coterie of enthusiastic fieldworkers, the 
core of which were falconers. M.D. Wheeler did a good 
job in assisting the long term Wahlberg Eagle survey. 
Secondly raptor communities were monitored in the 
local area, in a 100 km? study area at Mbalabala and 
in the commercial farming area around Marula. E.J. 
Rosenfels assisted the latter. Additionally 

M.K. Drummond started a two year project on the 
significance of hyrax on a community of Black, 
Crowned and African Hawk Eagles in a 100 km? study 
area on his family’s Rocky Glen Ranch in the Bubiana 
Conservancy at West Nicholson. Each of these studies 
has involved many hours of useful and valuable field- 
work, Several members studied nesting birds in and 
around the college property and completed nest record 
cards. N.P. Middleton monitored large eagles in the 
Triangle area, to assist his brother Angus Middleton’s 
honours project (Newcastle University). Other notable 
contributors to the field programme included W.B. 
Cumming, A.C. Mackay, S. Munro, J.K. Retzlaff , P.J. 
Sole, P.M. Brown, G.B. de Smidt, T.G. Jahme, B.P. 
Martin, D.T. Millar, R.G. Heap and J. van der Riet. It is 
hoped that the useful momentum gained will extend 
into next year. This should be the case as nearly half 
the committee members will return. 

Many new titles were added to the video pro- 
gramme and included the BBC’s Realms of the Russian 
Bear, the full (ten part) series The life of birds and Na- 
tional Geographic’s Flying hooves and fleeting shad- 
ows (antelope). Woody Cotterill gave a most interesting 
and thought-provoking talk on biodiversity in the 
Zambezi basin. RH gave a talk on Redbilled Quelea, 
matched by a BBC documentary on the same. 


RH 


Shooting Club 1999... 


Commitments in the 34 term prevented the inter- 
house shooting competition from taking place. This 
was most unfortunate as there is still a lot of enthusi- 
asm for shooting. The highlight of the year undoubt- 
edly was the Zimbabwe Inter-schools Silhouette Shoot- 
ing Championships. Four boys; J. Truscott (Captain), 
R. Manchip, B. Goodwin and T. Holden travelled to 
Cleveland Range, Harare on 27 March 1999. There 
they won the event in grand style! They scored 1654 
points to their nearest rivals Prince Edward’s score of 
1315 points. Individually there were some great re- 
sults: 

Both J. Truscott and R. Manchip received citations 
for their contributions to shooting. 


R.E. Manchip 1st 581 points 


SHOOTING 
J. Truscott, R. Manchip, W. Randle, T. Holden, B. Goodwin. 


T.W. Holden 2nd 538 points 
J.R. Truscott Srd 535 points 
B.P.D. Goodwin Sth 452 points 


WAR 


Snake Club 1999... 


Master in charge: 
Schoolboy members: 


Mr. D. van Wyk 
A. Heili, R. Heap, G. Veale, 
J.Versfeld 


The Club has continued in a 
twofold service to the School - 
not only have numerous cobras 
and puffadders been removed 
from concerned Staff members’ 
and schoolboys’ houses, but 
the Club has also played an 
important educational role in 
familiarising visitors to the Col- 
lege with venomous and non- 
venomous snakes. 

Unfortunately we lost both 
gaboon vipers in the space of 
about three weeks; they had 
been at the College since they 
were hatchlings thirteen years 
ago. The black mamba contin- 
ues to be a favourite among local and overseas visitors 
who have heard of its deadly reputation. Due to its size, 
though — it is over 3m in length now - we will have to get 
rid of it because it has become unmanageable. This will 
be a great pity because there are very few places in the 
world where one can sit quietly and watch a nine-foot 
black mamba strike, kill and eat a large rat without being 
at all fussed — normally they are very shy creatures. 

Currently there are 7 species of snake in the Club — 
black mamba, spitting cobra, puffadder, herald snake, 
olive grass snake, common house snake and egg eater. 

A. Heili and R. Heap leave the College at the end of 
this year, and I would like to thank them for the work 
they have done over the last three years. G. Veale, 
however, shows keenness and has a genuine love for 
snakes — something rare in Zimbabwe — and I look for- 
ward to his input in the future. 


DvW 


Weights Club 1999... 


Chairman: R Heap 

The weights club can best be described as a “gym” 
were the boys can come to a central place to do some 
weight training. It is generally known as the “weights 
room” due to the limited facilities available. The boys 
train in a very simple and basic building. The only re- 
quirement to join the club is a minimum age of 16. A 
minimal fee is charged for maintenance purposes. 

The club officially started in 1996. Prior to the es- 
tablishment of the weights room, the boys used to 
train in their Houses and it was wisely decided by the 
authorities to centralize all weights equipment and 
training. The boys came on an informal basis to train 
and with the arrival of Mr Lindner in 1996 it was de- 
cided to give it some formal structure for training su- 
pervision and equipment maintenance purposes. 

The whole aim of the club is to allow the boys ac- 
cess to some form of weights or strength training for 
personal reasons and to supplement other sports. Due 
to the age of each boy “body-building” is discouraged 
and the boys follow a very basic and general training 
programme. The emphasis is on high repetitions in 
order to minimise injuries. 


Obviously there are still a lot of teething-problems 
which will to have to be sorted out especially in terms 
of training supervision, training programmes, acquisi- 
tion and maintenance of equipment. Everything is very 
basic and primitive. Progress is very slow and it is 
hoped that the weights room can be turned into a 
proper gym. 
At this stage the club has the following equipment: 
e Circuit training equipment subdivided into the fol- 
lowing machines: Leg curl and leg extensions, lat- 
eral rows and pull down, shoulder press. 

e Free weights and barbells 

e Set of dumbbells 

Special thanks must go the following persons who 
have made some special contributions over the past 5 
years. 

e Mr Jocks for a circuit training machine 

e Mr Roger Evans for free weights, dumbbells and 
barbells 

e ABJ Engineering for some maintenance and free 
weights and barbells. 

e The Falcon Rugby Supporters Club, chaired by Mr 

Andy Laing with a donation of $10 000. 


G.L 


CREATIVE WORK 


The Dogs of War 


Unleash the dogs of war 

The hounds of hatred hunting 

their desires. Dogs of doom 

bound across the devastated 

land —- wrath washed, wreathed in blood 
barking oaths of violence, pillage, rape 
and fear - the names of death. 


Their ranks submerged in blood 

Drops of anger peel off the savage beasts 

Howls of pain tear from their monstrous mouths 
as they battle for the flesh of foes. 

Lapping the languid life of lives deep 

into their acrid bowels 

satisfying their lustful needs for life. 


Their enemies eliminated, disintegrating 

in the face of evil. 

The dogs of war shrink back to hell - 

their caverns of putrid mottled skeletons — 

Dragging off the carcasses and corpses. 

Damn these dogs of war. 
G. Brown—U6 
1st Class in Girls’ College Literary 
Competition & Winner of the 
Brebner Cup for Poetry 


Robbed 


I walked through the passages of the tomb, the 
dust was thick in the air. If this ‘find’ proved success- 
ful it would take me high in the world of archeology. 
My torch cast sinister shadows on the walls. So far 
one of my hired hands had been overcome with claus- 
trophobia, and I couldn’t blame him, we were almost 
50 metres underground. Snakes slithered around in 
the shadows. Traps lay sprung and the remains of 
would-be robbers lay in the dust. One of the men 
raised his torch to the ceiling and at once we regretted 
what he had done. 

Above us was a tunnel leading upwards and at 
various intervals wooden stakes stuck out of the walls. 
In between the stakes lay a young Egyptian man, im- 
paled on the stakes. His hands were reaching down to 
us and his eyes were gazing down at nothing. I let out 
a muffled scream. My heart was beating hard. My 
worst fear might just come true! 

I hurried the men along. We walked for another 
hundred metres. In front of us was a giant oak door; 
inscribed on it was some kind of warning. One of my 
crewmen by the name of Sam Rees went to the door 
and tried to pry it open with a crowbar. As he did soa 
whistling sound came out of the darkness and a spear 
flew past his back. After an hour or so we opened the 
door. To my dismay, the coffins in the tomb lay tilted. 
The golden bracelets that had been worn by the mum- 
mies were broken and some were missing. Patches of 


TM 


dust lay where priceless statues had once sat, and the 
bigger statues that remained were ruined. A statue of 
a sphinx was full of cracks and holes and I could tell 
that they had been made recently. The blood rushed to 
my head. I couldn’t believe it! The tomb had been 
robbed! The men went outside and left me alone. Not 
only had I been robbed of the find, but also my pride. 
Yet in all the anger that filled the room the battered 
mummies lay peacefully even though they too had 
been robbed. 

Lubasi Mazumo—Form II 

First Grade Certificate In Prose 

section of National Institute of 

Allied Arts Literary Festival 


Robbed 


I woke with a terrible headache. I staggered pain- 
fully to my feet, still dazed from the heavy blow to the 
head. My head suddenly felt worse when my eyes fell 
upon my entertainment centre — well, where it should 
have been. I had been robbed! I stood for what seemed 
like hours staring at the empty space in my lounge, 
the empty space that was once taken up by my T.V. 
and C.D. system. Gradually my mind cleared and the 
scene came back to me. My head no longer ached from 
the swift knock on the back of my head. It was now 
aching because of the feelings that were swelling in my 
mind, emotions that were a mixture of hate, fear, re- 
gret and anger. 

I remembered everything... 

It was late and I had just walked in, arriving back 
from my business meeting. It was 11 o’clock I could 
remember the clock chiming softly in the corner. I 
heard a rumble of feet on the wooden floors coming 
from the second floor. I grabbed a knobkerrie that was 
standing in the corner by the door. I tiptoed silently up 
the carpeted stairs, stopping at every step to listen. | 
eventually got to the top of the stairs and I turned in 
all directions wondering where to go next. There was a 
sudden shatter of glass coming from my room. I moved 
quickly to the door. My eyes stared painfully into the 
black room. My hand moved slowly to the light switch. 
Click! The light pierced the darkness like a bullet 
through paper. I caught a glimpse of someone moving 
in the bathroom. I swiftly moved to the cupboard 
where I drew my small revolver from the safe. I didn’t 
dare take my eyes away from the door. | slowly edged 
my way towards the bathroom door. When I reached 
it, I flung it open with all my might hoping it would 
square someone in the head. I peered cautiously into 
the empty bathroom. In the bath lay my cat staring 
wide eyed. I cursed it with irritation. All of a sudden I 
heard a sound coming from the passage. I ran out of 
the room with my gun held out in front of me. When I 
got to the stairs I looked over the balcony, took aim 
and fired at a blurred moving object. There was a cry 
of pain. I stumbled down the stairs, my eyes focused 
on the heap of blackness. It shivered and gave short 
pained squeaks every now and then. I cautiously 
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walked towards the heap when | reached it; I bent over 
the heap and suddenly felt an explosion of pain on the 
back of my head. That is when I blacked out. 

Back to the future... 

I spun around to see if the heap was still lying 
there. It was. I ran to the phone and called the police. 
When I had phoned, I went back to the heap and 
rolled it over. The face of the man was not familiar to 
me so I knew that he was bad news. There was a loud 
screeching noise coming from outside. I jumped to the 
window just in time to see my sound system speed 
around a corner out of sight. Police cars came wailing 
to a halt and just seconds later I thought to myself, 
“Will I ever see my entertainment centre again?”. 

Richard Ashworth —Form II 

First Grade Certificate In prose 
section of National Institute of Allied 
Arts Literature Festival 


Robbed 


It was a quiet Sunday afternoon at the bank with 
temperatures averaging about 30°C. I had already had 
five cups of water and now I was going for my sixth. 
The fans had stopped working earlier during the day 
for some reason or another and the electricians were 
in the roof trying to repair them. I loosened my tie and 
wiped the sweat off my forehead with a handkerchief, 
which was wet, sticky and smelt awful. I bent down 
and took out a book from the drawer in my desk and 
began to fan myself with it. I was beginning to get cool 
when I noticed a dark grey gas coming through the 
air-vents leading from the roof. It was evident that the 
guards suspected something was going to happen be- 
cause all four of them drew their guns and opened 
their eyes very wide. 

Customers and other clerks began to cough and 
cry unwillingly. One of the guards recognised the gas 
and at the top of his voice he shouted, “It’s tear gas! 
Everyone get out!” 

By now nobody could see where the exit was and 
everybody was running around aimlessly, screaming 
and shouting. While trying to find the exit, I saw the 
electricians coming down from the roof. The strange 
thing was that they were not in a panic and seemed to 
know where they were going. They also had ‘things’ on 
their heads which vaguely looked like oxygen masks. 
They crouched down and began to walk very fast. I 
rubbed my eyes, wiped the tears from my cheeks and 
began to follow them closely. 

After a minute of following them I finally figured out 
that I was in the passage which led to the safe. These 
people were obviously robbers and had let out the tear 
gas and also probably stopped the fans working. This 
part of the bank had not been affected by the tear gas 
much so I could see the criminals at work. They 
opened the safe without difficulty and stuffed the cash 
into sacks that they had been concealing in their jack- 
ets. Then I decided to try to lock them in the safe. | 
walked quickly to the door and began to pull it. Alas it 
was too heavy for a single man to pull. One of them 
saw me and drew a gun from a side pocket and began 
to fire at me. 

He shot me twice in my right leg and once in my 
left. I fell to the ground and couldn’t move. The rest of 
the gang ran out of the safe in a hurry and into the 
tear gas. I heard several more shots and screams then 


the alarm went off; but it was too late, the bank had 
been robbed! If only the heat had not gotten to me, | 
would not have tried to be a hero and would have rung 
the alarm. 
Mandikudza Mashanyare— Form I] 
First Grade Certificate In Prose 
section of National Institute of Allied 
Arts Literary Festival 


The Abandoned Village 


The wrinkled face, dark and faint, stared back at 
me, fed by my facial expression of perplexity and 
amazement. I struck the mirror-like water with my left 
palm, disturbing and drowning the monotonous bleat- 
ing of a herd of domesticated goats that had been gaily 
scavenging about the bare riverbank, so as to examine 
new scents and tastes. After a short period of refresh- 
ment, I gathered the herd of goats and led them back 
to my home kraal. The sun shone as a king about to 
be exiled, releasing its last powerful and fervent deep 
orange-red beams of light as it fled behind some 
nearby mountains. As I approached my village which 
was situated on a slightly hilly plain, distinct sounds 
of everyday life in the village began to increase; the 
shouting of playing children, the bleating of nearby 
livestock and the singing of women at work. 

I led the goats to a kraal. My mind was at peace 
and a sense of authority manifested itself in me as I 
walked past some younger boys, showing off my 
cracked dusty feet and sweaty face. The cool evening 
air, however, soon humbled me as I approached my 
father’s mud hut. 

Later on that night under the cover of the abun- 
dant night stars, we (the villagers) sat outside around 
various fires that created constant sounds of cracking 
and popping as sparks helplessly shot into overhang- 
ing meat. The night was typical and the same as pre- 
vious nights where everyone ate their food outside in 
front of the fires with the children choosing to run 
around and be mischievous while the adults discussed 
and gossiped about the activities of neighbouring vil- 
lages. The night grew older with these same habits be- 
ing followed on and on. 

Suddenly the monotony of the village’s sounds was 
broken as a young man came dashing into the village. 
The young man panted heavily while his armpits re- 
leased a strong odour of sweat and dirt. His legs were 
striped with scratches from rushing through thorns 
while the soles of his feet were cut at certain parts. 
The man was one of the village guards who kept a 
lookout for any unwelcome visitors. He informed us 
that the warriors of chief Ncema had given him a mes- 
sage to give to our chief. Silence drifted through the 
whole village as everyone anxiously awaited the mes- 
sage. The guard spoke; every single one of his words 
was an arrow piercing through my heart and setting 
off a flood of adrenalin. The message was that every- 
one was to depart from the village immediately or else 
he would attack the village. 

No one spoke; not even the cold night breeze could 
be felt in this time of bewilderment. The silence was 
finally broken by the chief, who stated that we would 
surely be crushed if we remained and that abandon- 
ment of the village was inevitable. 

With troubled spirits we all packed what we could 
into leather bags and straw baskets. A young woman 
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quietly extinguished the fires. Everyone gathered at 
the village after they had finished packing. Before set- 
ting off the chief and some spirit mediums walked 
around the village twice, sprinkling water with their 
hands from empty ostrich eggshell and chanting 
strange phrases. I found out that these actions were 
supposed to curse the village so that its future inhabi- 
tants would always receive bad luck. With a true sense 
of sadness and gloom we all departed. Once a sub- 
stantial distance away from the village, I took a last 
gaze at the abandoned village. Mist, for the first time, 
had gathered in the village. An unbearable silence 
floated through the village as it overshadowed past 
memories of love and joy. All of us villagers soon heard 
some faint laughing from the direction of the village 
and realised that chief Ncema had fulfilled his goal of 
taking control of our village. At these sounds of laugh- 
ter, we pushed our emotions as far away as possible 
and hastened our flight. 

Farai Mavinba—Form III 

First Grade Certificate In Prose 

section of national Institute of Allied 

Arts Literary Festival 


The Abandoned Village 


The rays of the light afternoon sun threw long 
shadows across the dry dusty street and highlighted 
the depth of the empty doorways. Behind each dwell- 
ing a small patch of green represented the well-tended 
kitchen garden, the greenness contrasting sharply 
with the tawny grass which surrounded the rustic 
scene. Between two of the huts a pair of scraggly 
brown dogs lay stretched out, fast asleep, on the dust 
and the neck bell of a mottled red and white cow, one 
of a herd of ten, clanged monotonously as she 
searched for food. 

A typical quiet afternoon, peaceful and normal ex- 
CEpPL ai: 

The cow’s udder was overly full. The dogs were hol- 
low eyed and empty stomached, the green vegetable 
gardens were wilting and the open doors led into cool, 
empty rooms. 

The entire village was abandoned. 

Life had obviously carried on in an apparently rou- 
tine manner for many days but there had been no 
guardians to hoe the earth, tend the cows and throw 
scraps to the dogs. The observer suddenly noticed 
that, bar the sounds of nature, a silence clung to the 
village, an unnatural silence which created mystery 
and eeriness. 

Where were the occupants? Mopani, returning from 
his monthly visit to Bulawayo to see his parents, wan- 
dered through the silence, a little surprised at first 
and then with growing unease, as the emptiness 
stretched low and the silence touched his heart. 

Twilight began to establish itself as he searched for 
signs of the village people more energetically. Foot- 
prints leading somewhere? Discarded cooking uten- 
sils? Warm ashes in the fire? Nothing! Fear pounded 
behind his eyes. His breath came fast. His stomach 
churned. 

Running out of the abandoned village, he went to- 
wards the nearest farm houses. Perhaps Mr and Mrs 
Nicholson could tell him why their employees were not 
at home and settling down for their evening meals. As 
his well shod city feet crested the kopje overlooking 


the farmyard he stopped. No lights! No barking dogs! 
No one sitting on the red polished verandah. 

The farmhouse was abandoned! 

Using his intelligence, Mopani rushed through the 
open door and dialed, via the party line, for the Bula- 
wayo Police. Being a city man, he was familiar with the 
code of speech he would have to use when the duty 
sergeant answered. The phone rang and rang and 
rang..... 

Fear paralysed him! He felt himself losing his mind, 
everything swam around him and just as he began to 
fall, strong arms caught him. 

Suddenly a voice answered on the end of the 
phone. 

“Hillside police — state your name.” Then the voice 
changed and became Mr Nicholson’s. 

“Mopani! —- what is up? Why are you phoning the 
Police?” His eyes rolling in his sweat drenched face, 
Mopani stared at Mr Nicholson and he just caught the 
words. 

“Hurry up, the last bus leaves for the chief’s wed- 
ding in ten minutes. You all have to go. Hurry! Every- 
one else left days ago.” 

With a sigh of relief, Mopani realised that he had 
worked himself up for no reason and shakily he made 
his way to the waiting bus. 

Andrew Marshall 

First Grade Certificate In Prose 
Section of National Institute of Alhed 
Art Literary Festival 


The Web 


A sea of mud. 

Scarred with trenches, 
Gouged with holes, 
Opened by bombs. 


Strands of wire, 

Cover the horizon, 

Barbed and sharp, 

Can kill, deadly as a shark. 


It has no feeling, 

It cares not who it catches, 
Though silent, 

It is deadly. 


They come out of the holes, 
Like the dead from the grave, 
Ragged, torn, tired and worn, 
Wary, watchful, not hopeful. 


They break into arun, 
With cries of war. 

There it lies, silent before, 
Into it they plunge. 


Caught in a web, 
A web of defeat, 
A web of wire, 

A web of death. 


There they stand and cry, 

Caught, struggling, like a fly! 

Unwilling, nor wanting, but waiting, to die, 
Though hard as they try, they will die! 
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Many a man has died before, 

Caught in a web of death before, 

A web of wire, 

A web of death, spun by man to kill man. 
Russel Swanepoel—Form III 
First Grade Certificate In Poetry 
Section of National Institute of Allied 
Arts Literary Festival 


The Chongololo 


Climbing, clumsily crawling, cursed 
Cumbersome creature, cantankerous creation 
Marching, mangling 

Monster, menace, millipede. 


Rolling, wriggling 

Rapidly ravishing, rippling 
Agitated, armoured avenger 
Angry attacker. 


Terrible tank, torturing 
Tearing, tumbling towers 
Shredding, searching 
Super, slicing scavenger 


Enormous, everlasting 
Endlessly eating! 


P. Beyleveld—1A1 
Honours in Girls’ College Literary 
Competition 


Fallen 


Help me please, I’m falling, 
Can’t you heer me, I’m calling, 
Stop the heartache and the pain, 
Let them know that I am sane. 


Winch me from this deepened hole, 
Now come save my soul, 

Is life really one big thundering dream, 
With no chance of living it clean? 


Why does the pain burn white, 
And the sun shine in twilight, 
and why does the cold bite raw, 
Oh please stop, no more! 


Pull me from this terrible illusion, 
Revive me from the awful confusion, 
Take me from the grey deep, 

And help me not to weep. 


Stop the time and stall my life, 
Rescue me from the strickened strife, 


Now the time has come, 

For people one and one, 

To remove the grey cell bars, 

And free those in glass jars. 
M. Gibson—L6 
1st Class in Girls’ College Literary 
Competition 
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The Headmaster - 


Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, I add my 
warm welcome to everyone here this morning - to 
Mr Keith Kirkman and his wife Charlotte, our 
Guests of Honour; to members of the Board of 
Govenors, to representatives of our Old Boys Soci- 
ety, to members of the Ministry of Education, my 
Colleague Heads, to the parents and boys in par- 
ticular and to our local friends and supporters. 

I am delighted that we have been able to renew our 
links with the Kirkman family after nearly 15 years 
and that Keith and Charlotte have been kind and gen- 
erous enough to fit us into their incredibly busy 
schedule of things and so officiate at this all important 
occasion. Just to be different I would like to begin 
where | usually end — by offering my heartfelt thanks 
to a large number of people. 

To the parents fund raising committee and the Old 
Boys my sincere thanks for all their hard work and 
contributions. I often talk of the Falcon family and the 
family is a fundamental philosophy of mine in running 
a boarding school to-day. By adapting this slightly | 
can thank all the members of the Falcon team and 
family. You, Mr Chairman, for your patience and the 
time you give to the College; all members of the Board 
for their understanding and support; the staff, both 
academic and administrative - that invaluable body of 
men and women who are really responsible for keeping 
this whole complex organisation running smoothly; 
the Bursar for his meticulous and professional atten- 
tion to matters financial; my management team of sen- 
ior staff and Housemasters for their hours of discus- 
sion, debate and deliberation and for their ability to 
check me before I head down a cul-de-sac. 

And in my team I include the boys and their par- 
ents. My special thanks go to Alan Cumming, the 
headboy, for a job superbly done. He is a young man 
of boundless energy and with a challenging mind - it 
has been a pleasure to work with him and his Prefects 
this year. To each of the seniors and Public exam can- 
didates, in whatever role you have found yourself, I 
hope you have done yourself justice and I know you 
will certainly have learnt a great deal. To those who 
are leaving I would share with you this extract from a 
book by Charles Hardy called “Inside Organisations” 
and entitled “Marathons and Horse Races”. It epito- 
mises what I believe we strive for at Falcon: 

“The start of the London Marathon, indeed of any 
marathon, I find quite fascinating. 

20 000 people in one race. They take ten minutes 
just to get through the starting gate. 

Crazy, when only one of them can win it”. 

“You’ve missed the point’, I was told when I said 
this to one of the runners, “it's not a horse race. We 
aren’t trying to win the race, we are running against 
ourselves. Anyone who finishes the race is a winner”. 

Horse races and Marathons, the difference is cru- 
cial. In a horse race the first three count and the rest 
are “also rans”. In a marathon everyone who finishes 
“wins”, the aim for nearly everybody is only to better 
their previous time. The atmosphere at the end ofa 
marathon, everyone exhausted but jubilant, is noticea- 
bly different from a horse race, where one group is 
elated but most are dejected and disappointed. We re- 
gard different parts of life, and life itself, as a horse 
race or a marathon. Which we choose can matter 
enormously. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, via our newsletters and 
magazines you are well aware of our achievements 
over the past year and I am not going to repeat these 
but I do want to commend all those who have done 
well in so many areas. Our boys continue to take part 
in a wide range of competitions and several have 
achieved very pleasing academic results. On the Cul- 
tural side our boys are exposed to an increasingly full 
and varied menu, our music department has come on 
in leaps and bounds and on the sports field our teams 
continue to excel. The opportunities available to tal- 
ented youngsters to-day, both as a career and as a 
real interest, are enormous. 

I believe we have adapted to many of these needs 
but still have a long way to go, particularly as far as 
professional staffing is concerned. 

For me it has been a year of some soul searching. 
Whilst being very much aware of my extremely privi. 
leged position to Head such a fine school with a won- 
derfully supportive board, staff, parent and schoolboy 
body I am becoming increasingly aware of the enor- 
mous challenges facing me as a result of the existing 
development world wide of information technology. I 
have a large responsibility to you all and I am now 
questioning my ability to lead in what to me is, such a 
foreign field. Briefly I would like to share with you 
some of my thoughts. 

If you would consider an organisation, in this case 
a school, as an organism, you could accept that it 
builds on the principle that like an organism, it is 
open to the environment and therefore must achieve 
an appropriate relation with that environment if it is to 
survive. Falcon College is not an isolated organisation 
which can close itself off, but it is in fact a sub-system 
of a greater system that itself constantly continues to 
evolve. 

Education involves the whole person and should be 
a continuous process lasting from birth to death. If 
that was true ten years ago how much more today 
where our pupils have all the information they want 
only a computer click away. I also believe that we have 
a responsibility to educate morally, spiritually, aes- 
thetically and intellectually as well. What is all- 
important to me however, is the importance of keeping 
in touch with the human factor - to develop real peo- 
ple —- in a world of growing technology. 

In a “learning school” learning then is all about:- 

What children do 

What teachers do 

What the school as an organisation does 

What the Head does 

If all this is to be on evolving organisation then staff 
development and learning must also be a major part of 
the process. 

The Carnegie report of 1986 says “The focus of 
schooling must shift from teaching to learning, from 
the passive organisation of facts and routines to the 
active application of ideas to problems”. This was pub- 
lished 13 years ago. 

Looking briefly at today - just a snapshot of where 
society is and where we stand - I think we are living in 
what we here at Falcon would term “An instant gratifi- 
cation society” — a world in which many of our boys 


have access to 32 channels of T.V. and an internet at 
home, perhaps even a credit card and communication 
via a cell phone. 

Why sit through a slightly difficult and challenging 
theatrical performance when, with the click of a but- 
ton you can change channels? Why read a book when 


it can all be absorbed by some less tedious means — C.D. 
roms! Why worry about morals when every evening in 
your lounge at home you can watch the most lewd 
sexual displays take place on the television? Swearing 
is so commonplace today as to make it uninteresting 
and it doesn’t even raise an eyebrow. Have the mean- 
ings of honesty and integrity changed, or as with so 
many things are they relative terms? Where do we here 
at Falcon, stand with regard to these things? Do we 
close ourselves in, shut the doors and barricade the 
windows? Or do we recognise this is the way the larger 
organisation, society, is and continue to do our best to 
produce a clean-thinking, creative and well-rounded 
product? 

I want to assure you all that we are well aware of 
the situation much of society finds itself in, but I re- 
main firm on what constitutes a good, well-mannered 
young man. Our work is challenging but exciting and 
our place is vital in ensuring that our products will 
always strive for a better world and seize the many op- 
portunities available with both hands. 

What of today's family and the way it is changing in 
Western Society. In a fascinating book entitled “The 
way we really are” a leading sociologist looks back over 
the 50s and 60s and asks whether these really were 
the good old days. Yes, families have, and still are 
changing for a variety of very good reasons. I think we 
would all acknowledge the changes in today's family 
and in the western world. We need to be consciously 
aware that today's world is not yesterday's and we 
must guard against always lamenting over this. Cir- 
cumstances change and we need to ensure rather, 
that we cope with the changes to the bigger picture, 
that we hold onto that which is good and resist believ- 
ing that all that has gone before was necessarily good 
and all that happens today is bad. 

Finally, now for the hardest part - what of tomor- 
row, or if you are the parent of a Form I boy what 
could I be saying in five years time? I make a few sug- 
gestions. Perhaps our boys will not write final A level 
examinations. Universities may have their own en- 
trance tests not based on the factual knowledge gained 
over the many years at school. Will boys all have lap- 
top computers in the same way as they have scientific 
calculators. These will be relatively inexpensive and 
classes will be geared for teaching using these aids. 

Or will somebody in a position of power suddenly 
banish computers to the scrap heap and we will live in 
a world of no more laptops. 

Will it be necessary for a child to attend school? If 
so, what will the school be trying to do? I think now of 
the increase in home schooling and ask yourself why 
do pupils need to spend all this time getting to know 
what is really a minute part of the total knowledge 
available to-day. One can learn problem solving and 
come to terms with difficult concepts using technol- 
ogy. This leads me to ask why will, or even why do, 
pupils come to Falcon as they can get the same class- 
room education at a number of schools, if we define as 
education what happens in the classroom? 

I hope that excellent schools will be places where 
young people learn social skills and debate values and 
ethics; where teams are built; where our youth comes 
to terms with their real inter-personal skills; where the 
emphasis will be on how to get information and what 
to do with it and on what constitutes real authentic 
information and what is just junk. We will concentrate 
on how to lead a healthy life, in body, mind and spirit. 
In short, schools like this will become more important as we 


assist young people to cope with all this information, to re- 
main creative and imaginative and to understand the real 
values of life. 

With an emphasis on entrepreneurship in our 
schools to-day will our pupils be leaving schools at an 
earlier age —- perhaps 16 and going into business of 
their own? Will we be returning to the days when 
youngsters of 16 were economically independent? And 
with this economic independence what of social inde- 
pendence, because the two must go hand in hand. Or 
are our young people of 16 already socially independ- 
ent? 

We must all consider these things and not fight the 
changes but rather take from them the good, observe 
them carefully and continue to strive for excellence. 

Finally, please bear with me for a few minutes 
longer whilst I share with you one aspect of my recent 
experience. During the holidays and at the start of the 
term I had already decided on much of what I wanted 
to say today and I had gone so far as to draft my ad- 
dress. It is of special significance then, that my experi- 
ences at Mill Park hospital should seem to highlight 
my concerns regarding modern technology. Obviously I 
become increasing aware and grateful for the wonder- 
ful way in which machines and technology have en- 
abled man to perform the most amazing feats — a triple 
by-pass being but one! However, what was of greater 
significance and comfort to me was that on the end of 
every machine was a person. Yes, the machines made 
the operation easier and safer but at no time during 
the last two weeks have I found a machine that can 
cure you. The human element provides the only cure. 
Your cards, calls, flowers and visits have helped me 
more than any machine - thank you all. We ignore or 
underestimate inter-personal relationship at our peril. 


Keith Kirkman was the guest speaker 
at Speech Day, Thursday, 14 October 
1999. 


Mr. Chairman and Mrs. Tanser, Mr. Headmaster 
and Mrs. Todd, members of Falcon College, both 
staff and students, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

May I first of all say what a great pleasure it is 
to be at Falcon College today. Firstly, it revives 
some happy memories of when our two boys, Alex- 
ander and Stacey, were here and secondly, I deem 
it a singular honour to have been invited to give 
the speech today. Speech Days are always impor- 
tant days in the life of any school when we pay 
tribute to the achievements of many boys in a vari- 
ety of fields. 

I am grateful to have been given the opportunity to 
focus my thoughts on the role of a school in today’s 
world and it is these thoughts that I wish to share 
with you today. Let me start with some speculation. 
As this year’s school-leavers go through the proverbial 
gates for the last time as school boys, what will be 
their thoughts of their time at Falcon College? Un- 
doubtedly, some will be thinking of their exploits on 
the sports’ field, whether it be the cricket pitch, the 
rugby field or the athletics track. Others will think of 
the friendships that they forged, both amongst fellow 
students and members of the staff, and this is impor- 
tant because these friendships are likely to endure. 


Some of you will think of battles won and maybe lost 
in the classroom and others will think of the interests 
generated in the host of extra mural activities that 
abound at Falcon. These interests are particularly im- 
portant because we know that you will be retiring from 
your chosen field of work earlier than those of older 
generations. 

However, are these the thoughts that I have in 
mind? The answer is ‘not really’, Let me explain. In 
biological terms man is part of the animal kingdom; 
there is only one species in the genus and our Latin 
name is Homo sapiens.. Homo is the Latin for ‘man’ 
and sapiens is the adjective meaning ‘wise’, what dis- 
tinguishes man from the rest of the animal kingdom is 
his ability to be wise or the faculty of reasoning, know- 
ing and thinking as distinct from merely feeling. I do 
think that it is important at this stage to deal with two 
misconceptions. Firstly, we all know that some ani- 
mals can be trained to perform amazing feats and we 
often use the adjectives ‘clever’ or ‘intelligent’ to de- 
scribe such animals. What we are actually witnessing 
is a factor of conditioning or remembering, developed 
on a reward and punishment basis, and this is clearly 
not wisdom or the manifestation of an intellectual ca- 
pacity in the way that I am defining it. Secondly, we all 
recognise that intellectual capability varies from per- 
son to person. Some have great capacity and others 
are more limited, but what is important is to recognise 
that all human beings have this distinguishing faculty. 

Let me now come back to my initial point. The 
sporting achievements, the friendships forged, the 
success in the classroom and the interests generated 
are all undoubtedly important, but what really sets the 
good schools apart from the average ones is whether 
they develop this intellectual capacity or the term that 
I particularly like, ‘an enquiring mind’, and I want to 
stress the point that this is not merely amongst the 
bright boys in the school. I should now like to develop 
this train of thought further by discussing some con- 
crete examples. My first example is undoubtedly from 
the high ground. One of the most important features 
of man throughout the ages has been his ceaseless 
quest to expand the frontiers of knowledge and often 
this has been done by challenging the assumptions on 
which the current core of knowledge is based. One 
such man was Charles Darwin. Born in 1809, he was 
to challenge the current view that plants and animals 
were the result of divine and immutable creation. 
Darwin’s fundamental theory can be stated in simple 
terms as firstly, that all existing plant and animal 
forms are descended from earlier, more primitive forms 
by way of biological evolution and secondly, that this 
evolution is the result of natural selection or is based 
on the principle of the survival of the fittest. The publi- 
cation in 1859 of his book, The Origin of the Species, 
probably one of the most important biological books of 
all time, caused an enormous furore. Darwin was 
dubbed the most dangerous man in England, yet when 
he died in 1882 he was buried with all the ceremony 
due to a pioneer of science. (In passing, it may be of 
interest to know that Darwin’s degree at Cambridge 
was in theology). 

If Darwin is an example of the creative mind from 
the high ground, my next example is certainly drawn 
from the low ground. Almost exactly forty-two years 
ago I finished my exams, for a degree in Agriculture 
from the University of Natal in South Africa. I am sure 
that I do not have to convince any of you that, in sci- 
entific terms, the world of agriculture of today is very 


different from when I graduated. The facts that we 
were given, the copious notes that we took were very 
quickly outdated, but fortunately we were not given 
just a series of lecture notes to be memorized and re- 
gurgitated during the examinations. We were in fact 
made to think, we were encouraged to analyse and 
find solutions and we were constantly challenged to be 
creative in our thinking. So today I still consider my 
agriculture degree to be important, relevant and very 
useful despite the enormous advances that have been 
made in agriculture over the past four decades. 

I shall now change tack a little. When I was grow- 
ing up in the farming district of Norton, the village of 
Norton consisted of a post office, a railway station, a 
police camp and Leon’s store. It was commonly at 
Leon’s store that the people of the district met and 
usually on a Friday morning after the weekly collection 
of mail. On one such Friday, when I must have been 
about four and a half years old and my sister, Patsy, a 
three-year-old, we came out of Leon’s store with our 
mother and were greeted by one of the old bachelors in 
the district. When he spoke to my sister, she reacted 
with a scowl and, when asked what was the matter, 
she replied I don’t like you’. More than a little taken 
aback, he tentatively asked why and was given an 
even blunter answer, ‘My Daddy doesn’t like you’. We 
all know that children acquire prejudice and related 
reactions from their parents, other influential adults 
and their peers and the example that I have given 
clearly demonstrates this. Young as she was, my sister 
was simply taking on board the prejudices that she 
had learnt from her father. Children are not born with 
prejudices, they learn them. I shall now quote from a 
standard text on Social Psychology, Prejudice is a bru- 
tal, negative force in human society’. It is inappropri- 
ate to tackle this important and complex problem with 
too simplistic a solution, but the development of an 
enquiring and open mind coupled with an ability to 
think about your relationships with others in a ra- 
tional and sensible manner must be a huge step for- 
ward. Furthermore, there is implied here the need to 
develop an independence of thought and, importantly, 
action. One of the most admirable characteristics in 
any person is the ability to stand up for his or her con- 
victions rather than simply, and often comfortably, 
running with the herd. This is so important in the 
combating of prejudice. 

The final part of my speech is to consider briefly 
how we can apply this enquiring mind to our role in 
civil society. It seems particularly appropriate because, 
with the considerable efforts being made to forge a 
new Constitution, we are very much at the political 
crossroads in Zimbabwe today. I am not in any way 
trying to turn you into tub-thumping politicians. I am, 
however, anxious that we should all be aware of, and 
have an ability to discuss, the issues involved. (As an 
aside, Mr. Headmaster, I am led to believe that there is 
no civics taught in our independent schools in Zim- 
babwe today and this, frankly, is a serious omission). 
As a starting point, we might define what are the es- 
sential attributes of the ideal civil society. I have no 
difficulty in putting at the top of my list the Rule of 
Law. I am anxious as a layman to give you my defini- 
tion of what is meant by the Rule of Law : (i) a govern- 
ment that respects the Rule of Law and acts within the 
Constitution of the country; (ii) a society in which, in 
the eyes of the Law, everybody is treated equally or, in 
other words, in which nobody is above the Law; (ili) a 
society in which the basic rights of the individual are 
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adequately protected; (iv) a judicial system that oper- 
ates efficiently so that the wrongs can be righted time- 
ously; (v) an efficient and incorrupt police force that 
the man in the street can trust and not fear. My sec- 
ond choice is to have a country in which there is a 
genuine democracy. I strongly believe that the inter- 
ests of the ordinary citizen are best taken care of ina 
truly democratic society. There was a time, particu- 
larly in the decolonization period of many countries, 
when the definition of democracy tended to centre 
around the question of whether people had the vote or 
not. I am now firmly of the opinion that for a genuine 
democracy to exist, it is fundamentally important that 
the government of the day can be changed and, fur- 
thermore, that it can be changed in an ordered, consti- 
tutional manner as opposed to change by violent 
means. If the government of the day is to be changed 
from time to time it implies ipso facto that there is al- 
ways a government-in-waiting and that rather than 
placing a host of impediments in its way, an opposi- 
tion is encouraged. Thirdly, to have a society in which 
corruption and the abuse of political power, in any 
form whatsoever, is minimal and, furthermore, in 
which any manifestation of this is severely and appro- 
priately dealt with. Fourthly, to develop a country in 


which you can pursue your chosen field of endeavour 
with reasonable security. This list is not pretended to 
be exhaustive, but merely as a basis for discussion. 
The important thing in my mind is that the racial mi- 
nority groups can no longer afford to be seen merely 
as groups criticizing from the sidelines and members 
of the majority racial group have got to be prepared to 
stand up as individuals for what they know to be right 
and just and not just to be apologists for the govern- 
ment of the day. 

I would like to end by referring to the Falcon Col- 
lege Badge and motto (and I must emphasize that this 
is my interpretation). The falcon is a raptor renowned 
for its great power in relation to its weight and there- 
fore symbolizes power. The outspread wings symbolize 
endless opportunity. The Latin motto, Sic itur ad Astra, 
is taken from “Virgil’s epic poem, The Aeneid, and is 
translated as Thus we scale the stars’. However, the 
full sentence is even better: Macte Nova Virtute 
Puer Sic Itur ad Astra or ‘good speed to thy youth- 
ful valour, child, so shalt thou scale the stars’. If 
you have an open and enquiring mind your horizon 
is unlimited, your chances endless and your oppor- 
tunities infinite; what powerful and exciting sym- 
bolism for those of you on the threshold of life. 
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HEADBOY’S VALEDICTORY 
presented on Speech Day... 


Good morning ladies and gentlemen, Mr and Mrs 
Kirkman, invited guests and members of the College. 

Firstly I would like to thank Mr Kirkman for taking 
time out to address us here at Falcon this morning 
and to Mrs Kirkman for so graciously presenting the 
prizes. Thank you. 

This year has been a very successful one for the 
College in spite of the eco- 
nomic hardships faced by 
our country. The fact that 
our students come from 
all corners of Southern 
Africa right 
across the country has 
helped us keep a_bal- 
anced and optimistic out- 
look on life and our rela- 
tive remoteness has al- 
lowed the school to strive 
for success away from 
everyday concerns. 

Falcon has a unique 
schooling system which I 
believe offers the ultimate 
in all-round education in 
all spheres of life, thus 
when I took on the post of 
headboy at the beginning 
of this year I had huge dreams and had set goals for 
the school as a whole. I aimed to maintain the high 
level of discipline existing at the school as without it 
we have nothing. School spirit and pride were my 
main focus though, and I believe to a large extent we 
have succeeded in developing these, which is evident 
by the increasing competition between us and all other 
schools throughout Zimbabwe, not only on the sports 
field but on the academic and cultural front too. 

The achievements of the College are numerous and 
although they have not gone without loss or disap- 
pointment, the College has succeeded in all fields of 
endeavour bringing to a close another epic year in Fal- 
con history. 

The emphasis on academic work has been main- 
tained this year which was apparent by the good A 
level pass rate in June and the consistent display of 
outstanding results at O and A level over the recent 
years. Falcon boys have always found it difficult to 
praise their peers who achieve high academic results 
but this trend is fast changing and we now openly 
boast of those who have achieved academic excellence. 
Here it is appropriate to congratulate four of our top 
students - Gordon Whiley, Rhett Dawson, Jason Soul- 
lier and Shungu Patsika who are all outstanding stu- 
dents and a tribute to the College. 

The addition to the staff of a full time music 
teacher, Mr Wetherall, has enhanced the cultural 
sphere of our education. The choir has performed at 
several functions in Bulawayo taking on a more pro- 
fessional approach to their singing as well as enjoying 
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Alan Cumming, Headboy 1999, presenting his valedictory 
speech at the leavers’ dinner. 


their increased exposure. The Septet and College Band 
have also attended a number of talent shows spread- 
ing their Culture Vulture wings and soaring above the 
competition. 

Sport has always been synonymous with Falcon 
and it plays an integral part in the College and my life. 
The achievements are numerous, with a few of the 
highlights including Falcon winning the inter-schools 
athletics by over 100 points; the combined Hockey/ 
Rugby tour to Natal and 5 hockey players, 5 cricketers 
and 6 rugby players being 
selected for the National 
Under 19 side. Perhaps 
the most unique achieve- 
ment though, was that 
the captains of all Zim- 
babwe’s premier school- 
boy sports; hockey; rugby 
and cricket are all Falcon 
scholars. 

In light of the schools’ 
successes I would like to 
thank Mr Todd and the 
staff for all that they have 
done, not only in the 
classroom but in the ad- 
ministration and mainte- 
nance of the school as a 
whole. I would also like to 
convey my sincere appre- 
ciation to my College pre- 
fect body for all the support which they have given me 
in maintaining the high standards set at Falcon. To 
my Mom, Dad and family thank you for all your en- 
couragement throughout the year — you have been a 
constant source of inspiration and strength. 

The education and experience afforded me by Fal- 
con will stand me in good stead for the rest of my 
days. I leave with fond memories as we as a school 
know the triumph of high achievement and worst, if 
we fail, at least fail while daring greatly, so that our 
place shall never be with those schools who know nei- 
ther victory nor defeat. 

In closing I would like to borrow a few words from 
George Washington - Discipline is the soul of the 
school, it makes our small numbers formidable, pro- 
cures strength to the weak and esteem to all. 


Falcon Fans 


OLD BOYS NEWS 1999 


Engagements DOUGLAS To Alan and Les, a daughter, Amy 
EASTWOOD Sean to Joanne Kettle in June. Louise on 27th November. 
FOTHERINGHAM John to Brenda Skinstad in June, DOUIE To Walter and Martina, a son on 
FRANCEYS Ian to Yvonne Enderby in May. 28th October 99. 
HAGLETHORN Neil to Joy Milne in May. FITZROY To Jimmy and Lara, a son, Joshua 
HUCKLE Adam to Nadine Norton in James in June 99. 

September. FORDER To Mike and Ruth, a son, Ross 
STEAD Brett to Clare Collings in Jerome on 11th May 99 in the 

September. Cape. 
STREAK Heath to Nadine Chalmers in FULLER To Liam and Emma, a son, 

July. Christopher on the 
TERNOUTH Mark to Linda Field in November. 15th March 99. 
WENHAM Mark to Dianne Oldreive in HENDERSON To Bruce and Tessa, a son, 

September. Timothy Michael Ian on 

25th June 99. 

Births HOLBORN To Andrew and Elaine, a daughter, 
BEATTIE To Colin and Peta, a son, Tyran Georgina in Perth Australia. 

James on 12th March 99. JUDGE To Russell and Luisa, a daughter, 
BECKS To Richard and Lucy, a son, Rhys Daniella on 9th June 99. 

on 23rd February 99 LAURIE To Andrew and Josie, a son, 
BION To Richard and June, a son, George on 1st March 99. 

Micah Keith on 5th March 99. LISTER To Adrian and Melissa, a 
DANCKWERTS _ To Rijk and Belinda, a daughter daughter, Georgina Carol on 

on 23rd August 99. Sth April 99, 
DAVENPORT To Craig and Bridget, a son, MABERLY To Will and Erin, a daughter on 


Matthew Robert on 16th June 99. 


26th August 99. 


HALSTED 


BROTHERS 
(Pvt) Ltd. 


Asbestos sheeting, building materials, 


Fencing, hardware, locks, paint, 
Plumbing supplies, overalls & boots, 
Timber and tools. 


PLUMTREE ROAD, BELMONT 
BULAWAYO 
TELEPHONE: 63591 
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MORTLEMAN To Stephen and Ashleigh, a 
daughter on 21st November 99. 

PHILP To Simon and Sarah, a son on 
23rd July 99, 

RAINBIRD To Ivan and Jessica, a son, 
Thaddaeus on 7th June 99 
in London. 

REED To Shaun and Justine, a daughter, 
Sidney on 14th June 99 in S.A. 

TERNOUTH To Neil and Heather, a daughter, 
Louise on 22nd September 99, 

THOMPSON To Andrew and Lesley, a daughter, 
Amy Leigh on 9th May 99. 

VAN WYK To Dave and Brenda, a son, James 
Owen on 1st December 99. 

VAN WYK To George and Theresa, a son, on 
23rd February 99. 

WHYTE To Ross and Joanna, a daughter, 
Erin Leah on 22nd January 99. 

ZEIBARI To Andrew and Judy, a daughter, 
Samantha on Sth July 99. 

Zimbabwe 


IAN HELBY (59) continues to travel extensively with 
his work and is hoping that the millennium will bring 
a quieter life. (Don't bank on it!) 


JOHN FLEMING (60) is still living in Harare running a 
small business shipping and exporting flowers. He 
sends us news of his son EDWARD (91) who is living 
in Harare and flying for H.K. Airlines, and his nephew 
MICHAEL (90) who has recently got married and is liv- 
ing in Lusaka. 


DUNCAN HALE (60) After an 18 month consultancy in 
Lesotho and a contract with Barclays Bank Agri busi- 
ness, Duncan has now returned to Standard Char- 
tered Bank Agribusiness Centre at Westgate. He keeps 
in touch with DEREK WILSON (60) and GRAHAM 
LORD (60). He also sent news of JONATHAN HALE 
(87) who is still in veterinary practice in the UK, and 
MATTHEW HALE (88) who is with IBM in Sandton 
RSA, and who is hoping that the millennium will bring 
in plenty of work. 


TIM MILLWARDE (69) is a tobacco farmer in Macheke. 
He is married to Denise and two of their sons are cur- 
rently at Falcon. The eldest, Dane, is Head Boy for 
2000. 


PETER EDWARDS (71) is still up in Gweru, where he 
says not much new has happened! He did come to the 
Old Boys' Weekend this year and thoroughly enjoyed 
himself. 


NICK ARKELL (73) is still farming in Raffingora. He 
has just done 2 years as Farmers' Association Chair- 
man. During this time the farming community has 
seen a lot of change, dispute and frustration, hence it 
has been a stressful time! Nick's eldest son Mark, is 
due to start Falcon in 2001 and then they are tied to 
Falcon for the next 13 years! 


JUSTIN SEYMOUR-SMITH (75) continues to live and 
work on the family estate in Kwekwe in tourism and 
hunting safaris. He sends us news of OWEN SALMON 
(75) who is trying to get a 1975 reunion together. Any- 
one interested, please get in touch with me for his ad- 
dress or contact him directly. 


JEREMY GEORGE (77) has been appointed Consumer 
Director for Castrol Zimbabwe. He has been with Cas- 


trol for 12 years but spent two of these based at the 
headquarters in Swindon, UK. He is one of only two 
Zimbabweans to hold chartered marketer status with 
the Chartered Institute of Marketing. He is currently 
studying towards his MBA through Nottingham Busi- 
ness School in the UK. 


PHILIP NICOLLE (78) is still farming and playing polo 
in Chinhoyi. This year he and his wife welcomed the 
arrival of their third child, a boy. 


GLENN YEATMAN (85) has been coffee farming in 
Chipinge for the last 8 years and has just returned 
from an 8 month world tour with his wife and two 
daughters. Although it was a fantastic experience, 
Glenn still believes that as far as the people and the 
country are concerned, Zimbabwe is unbeatable! He 
keeps in touch with ALDRICK STIJKEL (83) who is 
farming in Karoi. 


SEAN NICHOLSON (83) is now back in Zimbabwe after 
10 years in the UK. He is married to Liz and they have 
3 children and a fourth, (the last), expected in Janu- 
ary. Sean is running a farm supplies and hardware 
business in Bindura. He sees a lot of Old Boys who are 
his 'best customers'! His brother STUART NICHOLSON 
(84) is living in Harare and works for a drip irrigation 
company. Stuart is married to Miranda and they have 
a daughter. He travels extensively and often sees 
MARTIN FICK (88). 


GARTH DAVIS (84) is still single and running his own 
clothing company in Harare. He also has a racehorse 
trainer's licence and plays squash. Garth sends news 
of MARK DAVIS (82) who is living in the USA, and 
PAUL DAVIS (88) who is teaching at Peterhouse in Ma- 
rondera. 


WARREN ABRAMS (85) is still in Kadoma with his wife 
Hester and their two children. Warren is now the Re- 
gional Manager for Southern Zimbabwe with Agricura. 
He plays rugby with MIKE STONE (89) and BRYAN 
SAUNDERS (87) and regularly sees ALEX KIRKMAN 
and MARK KEMPLE (both 82) and DOUGLAS BEATTIE 
(87). 

JOHN QUINTON (85) married Victoria Johnstone from 
South Wales. He is now working on Home Farm in 
Mvurwi farming tobacco, maize, cattle and wheat. He 
sends news of ANDREW LAURIE (85) who is married 
with three children and is working on the family farm 
in Concession. 


MARIUS WELMAN (85) is now a windscreen fitter in 
Harare, running his own business. He sends us news 
of his brothers DEON (88) who is a rep at Gerber Ma- 
rine in Harare and is married to Laureen, and SEAN 
(92) who is a computer technician in the UK and is 
married to Emma. They have two children. MAURICE 
(93) is a computer technician in Harare. 


BRUCE HENDERSON (86) is still farming on Cactus 
Hill in Selous. He is presently building a 2500 dam, 
under the guidance of MIKE HILL (81) and JIMMY 
GODDARD (79) who is the contractor. His wife Tessa 
had a son on 25th June who will be joining the ranks 
in George Grey in 2011! 


HEATH MIRTLE (86) and his wife Moira have two 
daughters, Tyler (3) and Storm (l1lmonths). Heath 
continues to run a furniture factory in Bulawayo. 


DUNCAN PAYNE (86) is still farming tobacco maize and 
cattle in the Ruwa area with his wife and daughter. He 
sees a lot of DAVE KIRKMAN (86) who has recently been 


named as Zimbabwean Rugby Player of the Year along 
with receiving $15000, most of which has been do- 
nated to the ' Keg and Maiden'! He also sends news of 
RUSSELL HYDE (86) who has just moved back to Chi- 
cago with his family and will be missed. 


WILLIAM SCHULTZ (86) is married to Cindy and works 
as a Safari Operator and Professional Hunter. 


DOUGLAS BEATTIE (87) is farming in Chegutu with 
his brother Hamish and his father. They farm tobacco, 
citrus, maize, wheat, soya, cattle, sheep and pigs. He 
and his wife Charmaine had their first child, a daugh- 
ter, in October. Douglas has just taken over as Chair- 
man of the Suri Suri Farmers’ Association and he is 
Vice Chairman of the Chegutu Golf Club. As three 
time Champion there he is trying to persuade his wife 
to caddy for him so he can ‘hit the circuit’. His brother 
HAMISH (88) is living on a neighbouring farm, Li- 
onsvlei, and is responsible for the running of the cit- 
rus enterprise. He is married to Tracey and they are 
expecting their first child in December. 


GAVIN COCKER (87) is farming on the family farm and 
still representing Zimbabwe at World _ Series 
Polocrosse, which in 1999 will be in Australia. 


MARC HEYMANS (87) married Teresa Shaw in the Pe- 
terhouse Chapel in April. They are now farming roses 
in Mutepatepa for CONRAD SIMON (79) and live on 
BARRY THURLOW'S (78) farm. He also sees SEAN 
FALLON (89) and MIKE FRESHMAN (88). Others in the 
same area are GAYLON SWALES (96), JAMES 
CHANCE (85) and PAUL DOLLAR (86). 


JACOB JACKSON (87) has just quit farming and is in 
the process of moving to Harare where he will be doing 
computer programming with Reliant Computers. 


MARK SAUNDERS (87) is still farming in Wedza, grow- 
ing tobacco, paprika and maize, all with varying 
amounts of success after the last incredibly wet rainy 
season. (Not something that Falcon suffered from!) 
Mark tells us that the predominantly Peterhouse area 
he lives in is finally 'coming to its senses' and several 
local boys are being sent to Falcon. 


HYLTON GIFFORD (89) After leaving Falcon Hylton 
went to Lackham Agricultural College in the UK. He 
returned to Zimbabwe and worked as a farm manager 
in Karoi. He then joined the ZTA Tenant Scheme and 
leased a farm also in Karoi. He has now completed his 
lease and has begun a new lease on Fourwinds Farm. 
He is married to a Zambian girl, Shelley. His brother 
ROB GIFFORD (92) has begun a lease in Karoi. 


RICHARD BECKS (90) is still working for his father on 
their farm in Bindura. He captains the Bindura cricket 
side and manages to escape for some fishing on his 
days off! He has been married to Lucy for 6 years and 
they have a son Rhys, born this year. He sends news 
of WILLIAM BECKS (83) who is living in Malawi run- 
ning a lakeside resort in partnership with his in-laws. 
He and his wife, Mary-Jane have two daughters. 


GRANT PIO (90) is still farming in Doma. He and his 
wife, Suki are expecting their second child in Decem- 
ber. He sends us news of HAMISH RUDLAND (90) 


who is busy with his Pioneer bus company in Harare; 
ALISTAIR MEAD (90) is living in New Zealand with his 
wife Carolyn and daughter, Chloe; CARL VAN DER 
RIET who is still in the hunting business, and his 
brother ROD VAN DER REIT (88) who is living in 
Sengwa and has recently got engaged. 


EDWARD SANKEY (90) has just become a Director of 
Fleming Martin Edwards. He worked in their London 
office for the last four years. He is responsible for the 
placing of sub-Saharan equities and was recently 
given a number one rating by the Reuters Financial 
Survey. 


DEREK CARLE (91) is farming in Goromonzi. Pre- 
dominantly tobacco, and has recently diversified into 
horticulture. 


BRIAN COCKER (91) obtained a first class pass at 
Blackfordby and is now farming on the family farm at 
Bindura. Successfully competing at 'Enduro! 


PAUL RETZLAFF (96) is at college in Port Elizabeth, 
studying Sports Management. He sees a lot of GEOFF 
LASHBROOK, VERNON SCHLEY and ANDY JOHNSON 
(all 96), who are all at Rhodes. 


ROBERT HITCHCOCK (92) is still doing mainly equine 
work at the Borrowdale Park Veterinary Hospital. He is 
married to Sherry and they have a baby son, Jordan. 


HEATH STREAK (92) has once again had a very suc- 
cessful and busy year playing cricket for Zimbabwe. 
During the World Cup in England he was photo- 
graphed at a reception with the Queen._He has re- 
cently got engaged to Nadine Chalmers. 


MARK DAVIES (93) has duly graduated from the Cam- 
borne School of Mines with a Batchelor of Engineering 
degree from the University of Exeter. He hopes to be 
working on the family mines at Turk Mine. He has_re- 
cently got engaged to Amanda Edginton from Fal- 
mouth. 


NEIL DUCKWORTH (94) has been at Blackfordby and 
has just passed his three subects with distinction. 
Also with distinction are FOBs IAN ROBINSON (96), 
JAMES ROSENFELS (95), and ALASDAIR WATSON 
(96). Other passes were NEVILLE and JASON WATT 
(95) ADAM YORK, COLVILLE CRAWFORD and GUY 
SAVORY (all 96) 


JASON MURRAY (94) is now a professional hunter, 
engaged to Stephanie Carrlson. He is, at present, 
studying taxidermy in America,after which he plans to 
return home. 


JASON VELDSMAN (94) started to work for his father 
after leaving Falcon at the family bakery in Hwange. 
He then attended a 12 week course in Cape Town and 
became a bread maker. In August 1996 he went to the 
West Herts College where he excelled at a 2 year bak- 
ing and patisserie course. He has now returned to 
Hwange where he is the manager of Kantors Bakery. 


WARREN ASHCROFT (96) spent a year farming in the 
Mashava district then went on to Blackfordby. He 
passed his first year extremely well and is now back 
for the second year. 


BEN MOSTERT (96) farmed in Karoi for a while then 
went overseas for 18 months where he worked as a 
security guard, science laboratory technician and trac- 
tor driver in England. In 2000 he plans to go to a 
rugby institute in Stellenbosch, South Africa. He 
sends us news of NEVILLE and JASON WATT (95) 
who both spent a gap year at schools in the UK then 
came back to Blackfordby Tobacco Training Institute 
where they both got their diplomas. Neville also plans 
to go to a rugby institute in SA in the year 2000 and 
Jason will return to the UK. TERRY WATT (98) is 
studying for a BComm Degree at Stellenbosch University. 


GUY SAVORY (96) is currently working on a farm in 
the Kwekwe area having attained his Blackfordby Di- 
ploma. He plans to head overseas next year. His 
brother ANDREW is in the British Army in the Royal 
Green Jackets based in Northern Ireland and is thor- 
oughly enjoying every aspect of it! 


GARRICK EDWARDS (97) studied at The Ulwazi Insti- 
tute after leaving Falcon and obtained his learners 
hunters/guides licence. In June 99 he wrote and 
passed his City and Guilds International Tourism Cer- 
tificate. He is planning on going 'walkabout’ in Austra- 
lia for a few months. 


RYAN VAN ZYL (97) started a 2 year Hotel Diploma 
Course (with Michigan State University ) at a hotel in 
Harare in 1998, after which he intends to travel over- 
seas for a short break and then perhaps to Cape 
Town! 


South Africa 


ALASTAIR WEBB (56) we tracked down, or rather he 
tracked us down via the Internet and tells us that he 
is now medical illustrator at Wits Medical School. 


MARK GELMAN (88) is currently settled in Cape Town 
and is working as a Software Engineer for De Beers 
Marine. The prime business is the recovery of dia- 
monds off the sea bed from concessions off the coast 
of South Africa and Namibia. He would still dearly love 
to be travelling and feels that with the experience he is 
getting the world will become a 'gold mine of opportu- 
nity’. He has been in contact with MATTHEW STUART 
(88) who is doing an MBA at UCT Graduate School of 
Business. He manages to make fairly regular visits to 
the College. The overwhelming motivation is the possi- 
bility of finding himself on the College runway at dusk, 
with lan Mayger, flying model airplanes! 


JONATHAN COCKER (93) graduated with a BComm 
from Natal University (PMB) and is now off to the UK 
on a two year working visa. 


FRANK TANSER (90) having completed his Masters 
degree a few years ago is now involved in research 
which will lead to his PhD. He is employed by Africa 
Centre for Population Studies and Reproductive 
Health based in Kwazulu Natal. His work centres 
around the use of advanced satellite technology 
(geographic information system [GIS]) and global posi- 
tioning system [GPS] in the fight against Tuberculosis 
in the rural areas of South Africa. Tuberculosis is at 
present second to AIDS as a killer in Africa. An article 
on the research written by Prof. David Wilkenson and 
Frank appeared in the July 1999 edition of The Lan- 
eet: 


ADAM BURKE (97) has been awarded the Medal for 
‘outstanding academic work in 1998' by the Faculty of 
Engineering at Cape Town University. He achieved a 
First Class pass in each of his six courses. 


BART LOVE (97) is studying psychology at Cape Town 
University. His brother, MATTHEW LOVE (93) is in his 
last year of optometry at Natal University (Westville). 


BRUCE ALLARDYCE (97) spent a while travelling 
around Australia and there met up with PETER REA 
(93) who is a divemaster in Cairns. Bruce has started 
his BA at Cape Town University and has decided to do 
Enviromental Law. He says that there are too many 


FOBs to mention at UTC, but the lucky ones that did 
get a mention are BART LOVE, TAKUNDA BIMHA, 
SAM MORAR, TROY GIRDLER-BROWN AND GARETH 
LENDRUM (all 97). He has also come across MARK 
FERNSBY and KEITH LOMBARD (96). Bruce is an ac- 
tive member of the entertainment industry (ie he 
works as a waiter!) and appears to be having a thor- 
oughly good time. Rumour has it that he has also cut 
his hair! 


CRAIG MUNSON (97) is studying for a B Soc. Sci. at 
Rhodes University. He is on the Toastmasters Commit- 
tee and has played rugby throughout the year, cap- 
taining the Jan Smuts inter-res rugby team. He also 
received the Rhodes U21 rugby trophy for 1999. Craig 
has just been elected to the Student Representative 
Council as Smuts Hall representative and the Faculty 
Councillor. He regularly sees the following FOBs: 
ROSS McCALLUM, RORY TRAVERS-DRAPES, COLIN 
JAMES, CLIFFORD FOURIE, VERNON SCHLEY AND 
ANDY JOHNSON. 


COLIN JAMES, PATRICK CHINGOKA, and GRANT 
MITCHELL (98) are all in their first year at Rhodes 
University. Patrick sent us an e-mail just to try to con- 
vince us that he was working extremely hard.He also 
wanted to check up that we were looking after 
Tredgold House and that it hadn't collapsed without 
him. 

ALEX LUCAS (98) is at Michaelhouse which he says, 
apart from the weather, is very similar to Falcon. The 
amount of work on computers is also colossal and he 
is becoming very ‘computer friendly’. He is playing 
plenty of rugby and played against Falcon during their 
recent tour to RSA. 


Zambia 

IAN BROOKS (72) He and his wife are living in Choma 
and now has a son in his third year at Falcon. He has 
been in the kapenta fishing industry since 1980 and is 
now exporting over 2000 crocodiles a year. He and his 
wife have recently purchased property in the Victoria 
Falls area and a 600 acre island on Lake Kariba with a 
view to breaking into the tourist industry, 


UK 

JOHN HUNT (63) is now the secretary of the Berk- 
shire Golf Club, having left Temple Golf Club last Sep- 
tember. 


CLIFFORD MORLEY (64) is still with Fedex in the UK 
and sent us a postcard from Thailand whilst on one of 
his business trips. Back in the UK he continues to 
play golf and buy up property in Devon in preparation 
for his retirement! His brother DAVID MORLEY (68) 1s 
still living on the island of Majorca. 


RICHARD PEARCE (69) 'Pinkie' is another Internet 
contact and is now living in Swindon. He is married 
with two children and tells us that his only claims to 
fame at Falcon was throwing a ‘pole’ (javelin) a long 
way, and being beaten by 'Sarie' at least once a week, 
usually for smoking! 

KEVIN ROSS (72) and wife, Janet are still in Cornwall. 


Their eldest son is a PTI in the RAF and the younger 
one is at Glamorgan University. 


DUNCAN THRESHIE (75) is a minister in a church in 
Surrey, having completed 14 years with Scripture Un- 


ion in Lesotho. He is married to Dilys and they have 
three children, Nicola (9) Timothy (7) and Christopher 
(2). 


LEWIN COX (76) is married with 2 boys and living in 
Berkshire. He is employed by Fujitsu Computers Ltd. 
which was de-merged from ICL a couple of years ago. 
Lewin is a member of St. Paul's United Reformed 
Church and an officer in the local Boys' Brigade. 


PETER WAKEFIELD (76) is underwriting at Lloyds in 
London. He is married to Aida and they have two chil- 
dren, Phoebe and James. 


COLIN BEWES (79) with his wife, Nicola and four chil- 
dren live in_Surrey. He has worked for Projetlink for 
the last 12 years. He has been to most of the FOB 
events in the UK and has kept in touch with several 
FOBs through the Internet. He met up with GUY 
TURNER (79) and ALISTAIR ROONEY (77) at the Big- 
gin Hill Air Show, and has been in touch with DAVID 
CAPSTICK (78) and ANDREW HOPE-HALL (77). His 
brother NICK BEWES (77) has moved back to the UK 
having lived in Australia for some time. He has just 
gained a degree in Theology from the Universityof 
South Africa. 


MARC HABGOOD (80) completed an Engineering ap- 
prenticeship in 84 and went to South Africa where he 
worked as a diesel engineer for DHL tankers. He was 
married for 5 years and had two children, then di- 
vorced. Marc then went to the UK and spent 7 years 
chartering yachts and deliveries to the Mediterranean 
and the Far East (180 OOO sea miles sailed!). He re- 
turned to the UK in 97 and started a building mainte- 
nance company. He now lives in Sandhurst with his 
wife, Sue and stepson Gavin. They regularly go to the 
Med to charter and teach sailing. Marc says that he 
has never come across any other FOBs in all his trav- 
els. (He obviously wasn't trying hard enough!) 


RICHARD McQUADE (83) has now moved to Newcastle 
after spending 10 years in Oxford. He is still working 
in psychiatric research with an emphasis on drugs 
used in affective disease. Richard is married to Sasha 
and they have two children. 


ALEX BOYE (88) After leaving Falcon Alexander spent 
time in Germany where he "finally" managed to pick 
up a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He is now em- 
barking on a Phd research programme at the De Mont- 
fort University in Leicester, where he previously ob- 
tained his MSc in CAE. He assures us that he is actu- 
ally enjoying working life and attributes his ability to 
get by with minimum work effort to the elementary 
survival skills acquired during his time here at Falcon! 
He lives with his girlfriend, Charlie, in Leicester and 
would always be happy to receive a visit from Old Boys 
passing his way. (ph. 0116-2100610). His brother KAI 
BOYE (91) completes his course in Veterinary Science 
at the end of 1999 in Berlin, Germany. He will stay on 
and do his Doctorate there. Anyone wishing to contact 
him can do so through Alex. 


BRETT STEAD (90) After completing his BEng (Hons) 
Degree in Mechanical Engineering in '97 Brett went on 
to decorating and restoring houses. He was then of- 
fered a job at British Aerospace (Airbus), and has been 
working on the IT side doing configuration control for 
manufacturing engineering for the new Airbus A340- 
600 Airliner. He is now working as a tool designer on 
the same project, designing jigs and tooling for the as- 
sembly of the wings. He will be getting married to 


Clare Collings in August 2000. Brett sends news of 
JUSTIN UDALL (90) who is still project managing for 


his brother's Asbestos Surveying Firm in London. 


MARK TERNOUTH (85) is now self-employed and do- 
ing very well with his own Accounting consultancy. 


TIM WIGHAM (90) As a Captain in the Royal Marines 
he has had a fantastic 8 years. He has travelled the 
USA and Europe during his leave, and has worked in 
Northern Ireland, Norway and all over the UK. The 
sports of rugby and athletics, which he so enjoyed at 
Falcon have been easy to continue and have led to 
tours of Italy, Scotland, Belgium and Washington, 
USA. He leaves the Corps at the end of 2000 with the 
aim of completing an MBA at UCT in order to complete 
the transition to ‘civvie street’. He thoroughly recom- 
mends the Royal Marines to any Falcon leavers who 
are looking for a physical, intellectual and leadership 
challenge. 'You won't regret it!' Tim sends news of his 
brother, PAUL WIGHAM (91) who is currently working 
in London and aims to complete his UK commercial 
pilot qualification by mid 2000. He then intends to fly 
for a prominent European airline. 


MICHAEL LISTER (92) is currently on a working holi- 
day in London. He graduated from Cape Technikon 
with a diploma in horticulture. 


GARETH MACDONALD (92) has been working in Lon- 
don for the past two and a half years. Supply teaching, 
working in a bank, as a chef in a restaurant run by 
FOB ALAN DOUGLAS (81) and is at present doing a 
part-time course in computers. He hopes to return 
home for Christmas via East Africa, then more supply 
teaching in 2000. 


MICK SELBY (94) 


- has recently graduated with a BSc Honours in Agri- 
cultural Business Management from Wye College. He 
was president of the Students Union during his final 
year at Wye and plans to pursue a career in interna- 
tional marketing. 


CHARLES MURRAY (95) After leaving Falcon Charles 
completed a Diploma in Public Relations and did a bit 
of accounting work. In 1997 he headed for the UK 
where he did some temporary work for six months be- 
fore joining the British Army, which he says is not 
unlike the Falcon system!. He has just completed his 
first operational tour in Cyprus for the UN and should 
be going to Northern Ireland next year. He says that it 
is a great life and highly recommends it to anyone 
thinking about joining up. 


NIGEL KUHN (96) is in the British Army, currently 
based in Germany. He is due to leave for Kosovo with 
the UN peace keeping forces in the next month. 


STUART MARSH (96) is a second year student. at 
Bournemouth University doing Hotel Management. He 
has just started a placement at Westbury in London 
where he will share a flat with JONATHAN DAVEY 
(96). 

RICHARD ROSS (97) is now at Harper Adams Agricul- 
tural College in Shropshire where he is thoroughly en- 
joying doing an Agricultural degree. He would like to 
hear from any old friends. 


JACK STOOKS (97) is at Bicton College in Devon doing 
Horticulture. He has just finished his work experience 
at 'Rosemoor' 'Tesco' and 'Wisley'. In September he is 
off to SW China for 4 weeks on a plant collecting expe- 
dition with the Royal Horticultural Society. 


JAMIE CARSON (98) is at Sheffield University and his 
brother BEN CARSON (95) is managing a hotel in 
Guernsey, in the Channel Islands. 


SYDNEY SIBANDA (98) is living in London and has 
just been offered a place to study a diploma in mental 
health at the Buckinghampshire Chilterns University 
College. 


USA/Canada 

BRYAN GALLOW (66) came across our website and de- 
cided to get in touch. After leaving Falcon he gradu- 
ated from McGill University in Montreal. He has lived 
in Montreal, Hong Kong, Ottawa, Toronto and now 
lives in Houston where he heads up the US Natural 
Resources Finance Group for a major Canadian bank. 
During all his travels he has come across very few 
FOBs, the only one being ROD PYE (65) who is with 
Barrick Gold Corp in Toronto. He is keen to get in 
touch with any other FOBs. 


PATRICK SAMPSON (73) is married to Kay and contin- 
ues to be a great communicator. He is the Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer of a San Francisco hotel company. This 
company has 5 hotels in San Francisco and Patrick 
urges any FOBs visiting the area to get in touch with 
him. (ph. 510 713-7501). Patrick has been in touch 
with ANDY STEYN (77) in Ohio, who is also in the ho- 
tel industry. 


ALISTAIR ROSS (74) and his wife Michelle and their 
three children are presently in New Mexico where Alis- 
tair runs a copper smelter for Phelps Dodge. 


JOHN SPARKS (74) is still at the Portland Community 
College teaching English as a second language. Their 
daughter attends the French School in Portland, and 
the family enjoy "hiking, skiing and sloshing through 
the soggy wilderness of the great and eternally damp, 
Pacific Northwest". 


CHARLES McCAY (83) completed school in Tasmania 
and then studied Agricultural Engineering at the Uni- 
versity of South Queensland. He has now been in Fiji 
for the last 7 years and is currently teaching biology 
and agriculture at a high school. He is married to Sue, 
an Aussie, and they have adopted a Fijian girl, Litia, 
who is almost three now. They love the way of life, the 
seaside and the friendly people. The school is set 
amongst the cane fields and caters for the rural cane 
farmers' children. They have a small hostel of about 70 
kids 'mixed and not nearly as organised as Falcon’. 


The children have to work manually to feed themselves 
and Charles and his family have a small house on the 
campus. 


GARY REEVE-JOHNSON (84) is still in the States now 
finalising his PhD thesis. He plans to be out in Zim- 
babwe to celebrate the millennium. 


ace 
al 


F.0.B.’s U.S.A. 
Graeme Dollar, Mike Perry, Lance Dixon, Brian Gilbert, 
Keith Gilbert, Garth Barrett, Jeremy Russell, Joe Hossell. 
(The group also includes the above NOT left to right order!!) 


LANCE DIXON (88) has just had his book 'Andomini - 
Journey to the Perfect World' published, and we have 
picked up a host of 'rave reviews’ from the internet. 
Look out for it! 


GREG ANDREWS (95) is working with an Event Man- 
agement Company just outside Washington DC. They 
organise Team Building programs around the US and 
he assures us that it is great fun! He plans to stay in 
the States for a while. 


NQOBILE MTSHIYA (97) 'Snowii' sent us an e-mail 
from Edmonton, Alberta. He was inspired to communi- 
cate with us after the Colorado massacre and to ex- 
press his gratitude for having such a ‘wholesome’ 
grounding here at Falcon and in general living in Zim- 
babwe. He also is having a wonderful time and says 
that he does not come across very many Zimbabweans 
where he is. Must be something to do with the cold! 


DUMISANI NYONI (98) sent us an e-mail from Ontario. 
He says his experiences in Canada have been amazing 
and very rewarding. Schooling there 'makes CBC look 
like an army camp' and although fun, nothing com- 
pares to his time at Falcon. He has been travelling a 
lot in the States and around SE Ontario and has seen 
PETER LEE (97) who has been working on a summer 
Camp there and they had a good time reminiscing 
about the 'good old days'. 


Australia/New Zealand 

GUY JELLICOE (61) is living in Perth with his wife Pat 
where they run their own business 'Woma Australia’, 
a high pressure water company. 


RICHARD VARDEN (85) is living in Leonora, W Austra- 
lia on a gold mine located about 235 km north of Kal- 
goorlie. He is the senior geotechnical engineer there 
and keeps in touch with SHANE MANSERGH (85) and 
MARK DAVIES (85). 


es 


STEPHEN COCKER (93) graduated after a two year 
diploma in horticulture form Gatton College in Queen- 
sland. He hopes to continue his travelling! 


Far East 


KYLE BAILEY (94) is working as a commercial diver for 
a company in Singapore. He is subcontracted to Cable 
and Wireless as a diver on one of their cable laying 
barges which has been involved in laying sub-sea ca- 
bles all over the Far East. 


JONATHAN PRETORIUS (79) is at present (May 99) on 
his 36ft yacht with his wife and two toddlers some- 


where near Tahiti. They have been sailing around the 
world since February 98 and plan to return to their 
safari lodge towards the end of 2000. 


Staff 

PETER STEYN is still living in South Africa, in between 
travels to exotic locations. He recently went to Mada- 
gascar to photograph reptiles and lemurs. He says 
how he looks back with great nostalgia on his days 
spent at Falcon and during his visits here he enjoys 
the comparative serenity Falcon provides amidst the 
turmoil of change and adjustment elsewhere. 


KALAHARI PEREGRINATION 1999 BY 
PETER STEYN (STAFF 1961-1970) 


In July 1999 | received a phone call from Rob 
(Wobs) WANTENAAR (57-62) inviting me to join a pere- 
grination of early Falcons on a 4x4 trail in the newly 
opened trans-frontier Kgalagadi Park in the Botswana 
sector of the Kalahari. This vast area is a combina- 
tion of the former Kalahari Gemsbok Park in South 
Africa and the adjacent region in Botswana. 

I attended the planning meeting at Rob's home 
where the other participants were Gil COTTRELL (57- 
62), Malcolm (Haggis) ROSS (57-60) and Roger THO- 
MAS (57-63). The evidence of a sound Falcon educa- 


tion with due regard to priorities was soon apparent. 
With remarkable efficiency the food list was completed 
and most of the remaining time was devoted to our 
drinks requirements in the capable hands of our fi- 
nancial manager Gil Cottrell. 

On Friday 30 July we met at Rob's home again and 
loaded the two Land Rovers. Here we met up with Rob 
(Spout) THIRKETTLE (57 -62) who had flown in from 
Nelspruit. We reached Upington that evening where 
two outsiders joined us - Rod Whyte of Northlea 
(where Ted Marais had taught him) and Les Stewart of 
Prince Edward who had flown over especially from Sao 
Paulo for the trip. Both were convivial companions 
who had met the others during their Anglo-American 
Scholarship years. 


SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SESS 


The trail was exclusively ours for three days and 
the solitude and beauty of the scenery made for a very 
special experience. At the end of the 4 x 4 section we 
spent two nights in the Gemsbok Park and then 
moved down to Augrabies Falls for three nights. 

Round the campfire in the evenings we reminisced 
about the early pioneer days at Falcon and many hi- 
larious incidents were recalled. Ross, in addition to his 
culinary skills was a master raconteur and had us in 
hysterics on many occasions. Spout Thirkettle proved 
to be an inveterate practical joker and we had to be 
constantly on guard against his machinations. Tho- 
mas and Wantenaar navigated us successfully using 
the GPS sets in their respective vehicles. Only in Up- 
ington did things go awry when the Thomas vehicle 
made an unscheduled excursion to the Namibian bor- 
der at Karasberg instead of to nearby Augrabies. Need- 
less to say the blame was passed onto the Northlea 
and Prince Edward members of the party by Thirkettle 


to mask all his navigational deficiencies. On the after- 
noon of the Springbok-All Blacks tri-nations match we 
gathered in a pub in the metropolis of Kakamas where 
we shared the gloom of the vociferous locals when 
South Africa was defeated. 

It was altogether a marvellous experience in the 
company of some of my earliest pupils and I felt privi- 
leged to have been asked to join them. I doubt if I have 
ever laughed so much and returned to Cape Town to- 
tally refreshed 

This peregrination was the second to be co- 
ordinated by Wantenaar and Thomas and in 1998 the 
destination had been the Richtersveld. The partici- 
pants on this trip had been Wantenaar, Thomas, 
Cottrell, John HANGER (56-61) and Alan HENDRIE 
(63-67). Are there any other Falcons keeping the spirit 
of exploration alive? If so, it would be interesting to 
hear of their travels. 


IN MEMORIAM 


BRUCE THOMPSON (1958) died in May 1999 at the age of fifty-nine. 


JOHANNES ERASMUS (1993) died on the 13th August 1999 after a long and 


brave battle against a brain tumour. 


BRETT RICHMOND (1992) died tragically in a motor car accident on 


Ist October 1999. 


The College offers deepest sympathies to the families of these Old Boys. 
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Duncan & Pookie Millar 


Howes Farms P/L 
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Pamusha Lodge 

Bicc CAFCA Ltd * 

Sue Goatley 

Mike & Jane Corken 
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Mr & Mrs R.J. Forrester 
A.W. Gibson 

Wikus & Lina Smith 

P. Bowen 
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Fleximail 

Rob & Linda Swift 


Hilton & Leslie-Anne 
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Simon Pritchard 
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D.M. McVey 
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K. Bennett (Pvt) Ltd. 
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Mr. F. Sango 

Mr & Mrs. J. de Wet 
Dan & Jenny Swart 

D,. Berrie 
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Naseby Safaris 

Mr M. Ndlovu 

Jeremy & Alatair Sayer 
C.P.D. Goodwin 

M.C. Jahme 

G.J. Sharp 
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Mr & Mrs I.M. Brooks 
Brown’s Wholesale 
J.B. McChesney-Martin 
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